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Mentors make a tremendous impact on our students.  
They demonstrate professional behavior and ethics. They give students  

real-world knowledge of dental practice that the classroom —  
and even school clinic — can’t always provide. They are a powerful force  

in directing the future of the dental profession.

Do you want to help make a difference?  
Contact Randy Newquist at the School of Dentistry:  

randyn@uw.edu or 206-616-0716.

JOIN THE MENTOR PROGRAM.  
IT’S FOR YOUR SCHOOL — AND YOUR PROFESSION. 

WSDA/Dental Alumni 
Mentor Program
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President’s Message

H ello, everyone! As your new UW Dental 
Alumni Association president, I would like to 
introduce myself and share some exciting news 

about what our association has been doing. 
I’m a Husky through and through – 

undergraduate (BS in neurobiology, 2000) and 
dental school (DDS ’04, Perio ’07). My husband, 
Ben, is an anesthesiologist who also trained at 
UW. I have spent the past seven years practicing 
periodontics in Bellevue and teaching at UW as an 

affiliate faculty member. Ben took a job 
in Helena in 2010, and I have commuted 
between Washington and Montana with 
our son for the past four years. I finally 
made the move to Montana this summer 
so that our family could be together 
and settle down in one location. I am 
now practicing in Helena and enjoyed a 
lovely summer and am looking forward 
to a great ski season coming up soon. 

We are sad to leave Seattle, but 
I do not ever intend to let that UW 

connection drift away. How could I? After all, the 
UW and our School of Dentistry gave me the 
training and education I needed to do what I love 
and helped me build a wonderful life and family. 
And I am sure that I am not the only member of our 
association who feels that way.

There was another great benefit from my time as 
a UW dental student: the close friendships I formed 
with my classmates. There is nothing like that shared 
experience – those long hours in the D-1 simulation 
lab, the mountain of memorization for so many 
courses, the thrill of being a new clinician in third 
year, spending time at a dental school in Sweden 
with Dr. Lars Hollender, graduation, our 10-year 
reunion, and so much more. These will be special 
relationships throughout our lives, and I want to 
ensure that our association does everything it can to 
help sustain them.

That is why I am excited about a new project 
by the association, called Class Connections. 
Our goal is to create a unique web page for every 

graduating class in our school’s history. Each page 
will have several years of class members’ news and 
photos, along with reunion notes. There will also 
be memorial notices about classmates who have 
passed on.

It is going to be a quick, easy way to catch  
up with your classmates and hang on to those 
precious friendships. You will find the link on our 
alumni page: http://dental.washington.edu/ 
alumni-friends/. Class Connections also includes 
The History Project, in which we’re asking alumni 
to contribute their memories of the School – there 
are some great stories to be told! 

Since we have just started this venture, we have 
only a few class pages so far. But we hope to expand 
this significantly over the next couple of years.

How can you help? Keep sending those notes 
and photos about what has been going on in your 
life to Randy Newquist, our Director of Dental 
Alumni Services, at randyn@uw.edu. We want to 
hear from you!

And, of course, it all starts with your membership 
in our association. We do so many worthwhile things, 
including funding $60,000 in scholarships each 
year, supporting our annual White Coat Ceremony 
and more. So please – if it is time to renew your 
membership, send in your dues right away. 

I have always been proud to be a Husky dental 
alum, and with our school headed to new heights 
under Dean Joel Berg, that pride will keep growing. 
Let’s keep our connections and Alumni Association 
strong as we move into the future!

Jessica Swoboda (’04, Perio ’07)
UW Dental Alumni Association President
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We’re making connections for you
Remember: the Alamo!
If you’re going to the ADA annual sessions in San 
Antonio this fall, make a date to join us for our UW 
Dental Alumni Association reception from 5 to 7 p.m.  
on Saturday, Oct. 11 at the Marriott Rivercenter Hotel. 
Please RSVP by Oct. 1 to randyn@uw.edu or call 206-
543-7297. Hope to see you on the River Walk!



UNIVERSITY of  WASHINGTON

Dental Alumni Association

Your Membership Dues Support

• $60,000 annually for Dental 
Student Scholarships

• Students participating in the 
Summer Undergraduate Research 
Fellowship (SURF)

• Sponsorship of White Coat 
Ceremony

• Mentor Program to match 
students with mentor dentists

• Student Events (vendor show, golf 
tournament, winter gala dance, 
talent show, spring barbecue, and 
student socials)

• Special projects such as the 
renovation of the student lounge

• Practice Opportunities Program 
and Listing

• Distinguished Alumnus of the Year 
Award

• Class Reunions

Join today by making one simple 
phone call!

Call UW Dental Alumni at 
206.543.7297

UW DENTAL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

With 1,200 members, the Association makes Dentistry the UW’s 
top school in active alumni participation and involvement. The 
Association, founded in 1950, connects alumni, encourages 
fellowship, supports students before and after graduation, and 
promotes continuing dental education. It promotes interest in the 
School of Dentistry and provides financial support.

SIGNATURE EVENTS
FALL  Football Brunch, Golf Tournament, ADA Reception,  
 Mentor Reception 

WINTER  Beginning A Practice / Practice Opportunities 

SPRING  Ernest Jones Lecture, Spokane Reception, Dean’s Club Dinner  
 (Distinguished Alumnus) 

SUMMER  PNDC Exhibit, White Coat Ceremony

PUBLICATIONS
DENTAL ALUMNI NEWS –  
SEMI-ANNUAL PUBLICATION 
http://dental.washington.edu/alumni/magazine.html

UW SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY WEBSITE 
www.dental.washington.edu

MEMBER BENEFITS:
• Receive Dental Alumni News
• Priority registration for Ernest Jones  

Memorial Lecture
• Invitations to alumni events and receptions
• Invitations to School of Dentistry events  

and celebrations
• 10% discount on UW/CDE lecture courses
• Satisfaction of knowing you are assisting the  

Dental School

UW DENTAL ALUMNI • BOX 357137 SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98195-7137 • 206.543.7297
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T he pace is really picking up at our School as 
we move into the new academic year. We’re 
now just one year away from implementing 

our restructured curriculum and the new clerk-
ship system of pre-doctoral clinical rotations, 
and I can’t begin to tell you how excited I am 
about these and other developments.

We’re already seeing substantive changes 
as we move toward our goal of training a true 

“dentist of the future.” This fall, 
we’ll launch a new screening clinic 
that will help us funnel many more 
patients into comprehensive care by 
our pre-doctoral students. 

With all this change going 
on, we’ve been focusing our gaze 
squarely on the future. But we also 
need to stop every now and then 
and take a look back. That’s why I’m 
so pleased to see the launch of the 

History Project in the Dental Alumni News and 
on our website. 

Long before I ever came to the UW, I 
knew this school by reputation – and what a 
reputation! As director of the Pedo residency 
program at the University of Texas at Houston, 
and during later posts in the corporate world at 
IONOS-America, ESPE Dental AG and Philips 
Oral Healthcare, I was well aware of the UW’s 
stellar record in clinical training and research. 
That reputation played a big part in my decision 
to seek the post of Chair of Pediatric Dentistry 
and come here in 2003. 

After 11 years, the past two of them as dean, 
I can say with even greater conviction that this 
reputation was deserved in every possible way. 
There’s a reason why it’s not just idle talk for us 
to claim preeminence in dental education: Here 
at the UW, we are standing on the shoulders of 

Moving ahead while looking back

The Dean’s Corner

some of dentistry’s most formidable thinkers and 
doers. You could easily populate just about the 
entire alphabet with those iconic names, from 
Bill Ammons to Ralph Yuodelis.

It hasn’t just been our teachers and 
researchers, though. You – our alumni – 
have helped cement our national and global 
reputation in dentistry through your skills 
and the quality of your dental practices, as 
well as your own research, presentations and 
participation in study clubs and other continuing 
education. 

So it’s exciting to see recollections from 
alumni such as Dr. Carrie York, Class of 1991, 
who has been a stalwart of our Restorative 
Dentistry affiliate faculty for more than 20 
years. This issue also features contributions 
from two key educators in our past: Dr. Paul 
Robertson, who was Dean from 1992 to 2001, an 
extraordinary stretch in our history, and Dr. Ken 
Morrison, our very first Chair of Restorative 
Dentistry.

I hope you’ll join this great venture by 
contributing your own memories. (You’ll find 
details on Page 32.) You, our dental alumni, have 
been a vital part of our history and helped put 
us in the forefront of dental education. And the 
History Project will help show how we got there 
– and are now poised to enter an exciting future. 

                               Joel H. Berg, DDS, MS
                                                                Dean
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Dean Joel Berg invites you and a guest to the University  
of Washington School of Dentistry Reception at the

AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION ANNUAL SESSION
IN SAN ANTONIO

Saturday, October 11, 2014
5 - 7 p.m.
Marriott Rivercenter Hotel
Grand Ballroom, Salon B
101 Bowie St., San Antonio, TX  78205
(located on the banks of the River Walk)

Complimentary beverages and hors d’oeuvres will be served.

Please RSVP to UW Dental Alumni 
by Oct. 1 at 206-543-7297 
or email randyn@uw.edu



Dean Joel Berg is urging alumni to join 
him in volunteering for one of Seattle’s 
biggest public health outreach events 
– a sprawling volunteer coalition that 
will provide medical, dental and vision 
services to thousands of people Oct. 23 
through 26 at Seattle Center. 

Our School of Dentistry has joined 
the Washington State Dental Associa-
tion, Seattle-King County 
Dental Society, Washing-
ton Academy of General 
Dentistry, Washington 
State Dental Hygienists 
Association and others in 
the dental community to 
recruit volunteers. More 
than 600 providers are re-
quired to treat as many as 
1,000 patients a day.

In all, more than 30 
Pacific Northwest orga-
nizations are linking up 
to stage the Seattle/King 
County Clinic, hosted by 
Seattle Center at Key Are-
na in partnership with the humanitarian 
group Remote Area Medical (RAM). 
The event will target Puget Sound’s un-
derserved and vulnerable populations, 
especially the refugee and immigrant 
communities. While pediatric patients 
will be accepted, the emphasis will be 
on treating adults.

Dr. Jeff Parrish (’79) and Dr. Mi-
chael Karr (’80), the event’s dental 
directors and longtime dental humani-
tarians, are urgently seeking volun-
teers. Among those who have stepped 
forward with Dean Berg are leading 
faculty members such as Dr. Thomas 
Dodson, Chair of Oral and Maxillofa-
cial Surgery, and Dr. Peter Milgrom of 

Oral Health Sciences.
“I’m thrilled that our School is part 

of this great humanitarian effort, and I 
hope that many of our alumni, faculty 
and students – especially our residents 
– will volunteer for at least a day,” Dean 
Berg said. ”

Dr. Parrish said that experienced 
dentists are urgently needed, especially 

general dentists, endodontists and oral 
surgeons. Volunteer dentists are strong-
ly encouraged to bring their dental as-
sistants or hygienists along if possible to 
maximize efficiency. Because thousands 
of patients are expected, proficiency is a 
key consideration, so pre-doctoral stu-
dent volunteers will be encouraged to 
serve as screeners and dental assistants.

Dr. Parrish also noted that retired 
dentists are welcome to offer their ser-
vices. Under a special plan, the state 
will pay for their temporary license 
and provide free malpractice coverage. 
Retired dentists must be eligible for 
licensure (have a current license that 
is expiring and don’t want to maintain 

it). Out-of-state dentists, public health, 
military and other providers can come 
in on a temporary license if they are 
currently licensed somewhere, he said. 

RAM originally conducted such 
events overseas, but in recent years has 
extended its focus to U.S. cities. It pro-
vides all the infrastructure and supplies 
for an event, including radiography and 
sterilization services. 

In Seattle, Dr. Parrish said, dental 
care will include gross debridement, ex-
tractions, anterior flippers, anterior and 
bicuspid root canals, and some restor-
ative treatment. Complex cases will not 

be accepted, and patients 
with high blood pressure 
or similar risk factors will 
be screened out during 
triage. General anesthesia 
and sedation dentistry will 
not be offered. 

The main goals for 
providers will be to relieve 
infection and pain. Radio-
graphic services will be 
available for the proposed 
care as needed, Dr. Parrish 
said. 

Seven continuing-
education credits will 
be offered to volunteer 

dentists. Washington State Dental As-
sociation volunteers can simply swipe 
their WSDA membership card. Other 
dentists can fill out a form to receive 
credit. 

Alumni volunteers sought
for major Seattle outreach 

news
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John Merner (left) and Selam Misgano of Seattle Center join Dr. Michael 
Karr at the RAM volunteer recruitment table at the Pacific Northwest Dental 
Conference in June. 

How you can help
To register as a volunteer, go to www.
ramvolunteers.org.  
For more information, 
contact Dr. Parrish at   
jeffparrish@msn.
com or Dr. Karr at 
karrdds@msn.com. Dr. Jeff Parrish
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Dr. Sara Gordon of the University 
of Illinois at Chicago (UIC) has been 
named Associate Dean for Academic 
Affairs at the School of Dentistry, Dean 
Joel Berg has announced. Her appoint-
ment will take effect on Oct. 1, pend-
ing approval by the university’s Board 
of Regents.

In this newly created post, Dr. Gor-
don will oversee administration of the 
School’s academic programs as well as  
curriculum development, student prog-
ress, academic regulations, educational 
technologies, regional academic opera-
tions and the continuing dental educa-
tion steering committee.  Dr. Wendy 
Mouradian, the School’s Associate 
Dean for Regional Affairs, Curriculum 
and Educational Technology, had as-
sumed those duties on an interim basis 
for the last several months and is now 
retiring. 

“I’m delighted to welcome Dr. Gor-
don to our School and the UW,” Dr. 
Berg said. “She is a superbly qualified 
dental educator who will play a critical 
role as we install a revamped curriculum 
to produce a true dentist of the future.” 
Dr. Gordon was selected from among 
four finalists after a nationwide search.

“We’re changing our curriculum to 
be even more strongly evidence-based 
and aligned more effectively with a new 
clinical training system of intensive 
clerkship rotations,” Dean Berg said. 
“For some time, we’ve seen the need to 
have a separate associate dean focusing 
squarely on academic affairs as we pre-
pare to implement these changes in the 
fall of 2015.”

Dr. Gordon said, “I’m very excited 
about coming to the UW, and I fully 
share Dean Berg’s vision of a forward-
looking dental school curriculum. The 

School of Dentistry has a great history 
and tradition, and this is a wonderful 
opportunity to be on the cutting edge 
of dental education.”

Since 2006, Dr. Gordon has been As-
sociate Professor in the Department of 
Oral Medicine and Diagnostic Scienc-
es at UIC’s College of Dentistry. Her 
other appointments include associate 
membership in the UIC dental school’s 
Center for the Molecular Biology of 
Oral Diseases and an adjunct associate 
professorship in the College of Medi-

cine’s Department of Pathology.
Previously, she held dental faculty 

appointments at the University of De-
troit Mercy and in Canada at the Uni-
versity of Western Ontario and Dal-
housie University. A dual American and 
Canadian citizen, she received a DDS 
from Dalhousie University, a master’s 
degree in pathology from the Univer-
sity of Western Ontario, and a BA in 
English from Dalhousie and a BS in 
biology from St. Mary’s University in 
Nova Scotia.

She is a Diplomate of the American 
Board of Oral and Maxillofacial Pathol-
ogy and is also a Fellow of the Royal 
College of Surgeons of Edinburgh and 
Canada’s Royal College of Dentists in 
oral medicine and oral pathology. She 
is currently Director of Oral Pathology 
Graduate Education at UIC.

In 2003, she became acquainted 
with the UW when she attended the 
School of Dentistry’s Summer Institute 
for Clinical Dental Research Methods. 
She has been an active researcher and 
presenter, with more than 40 peer-re-
viewed journal publications and several 
book chapters, and has participated in 
more than 130 professional develop-
ment workshops and presentations.  
She has also been a reviewer for Journal 
of Dental Research, the Journal of Oral 
and Maxillofacial Surgery, the Journal of 
Dental Education, Special Care in Den-
tistry, and the Journal of Investigative and 
Clinical Dentistry.

In addition, she has been active in 
community service through organiza-
tions including the UIC Dental Charity 
Foundation, American Diabetes Asso-
ciation, Children’s Bridge International 
Adoptions and Bryony House Domestic 
Abuse Shelter. 

Dr. Sara Gordon named
Associate Dean for Academic Affairs

“I’m very excited about 
coming to the UW,  

and I fully share Dean 
Berg’s vision of a 

forward-looking dental 
school curriculum.” 

—Dr. Sara Gordon
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Dr. Wendy Mouradian, the founder of 
the RIDE regional program and one 
of our School’s most respected leaders, 
has announced that she will retire on 
Sept. 15. 

While Dr. Mouradian will be offi-
cially retiring from her full-time duties, 
she will continue to work part time to 
advise on curriculum revision, interpro-
fessional education and the RIDE pro-
gram, Dean Joel Berg said.

“It’s all but impossible to imagine 
where we’d be without her voice and vi-
sion,” Dean Berg said. “When you 
look at the intersection of medicine 
and dentistry, there are very few 
people who figure as prominently as 
Wendy Mouradian.” He said that he 
will temporarily take the lead role 
in the proposed expansion of the 
Regional Initiatives in Dental Edu-
cation program, with Dr. Moura-
dian’s support.

Dr. Mouradian said the time was 
right for her move, with Dr. Sara 
Gordon’s arrival on Oct. 1 as the 
new Associate Dean for Academ-
ic Affairs (see Page 10), as well as 
Dr. Frank Roberts taking leader-
ship of the RIDE program and Dr. 
John Evans (’75, Oral Path ’78) head-
ing up implementation of the School’s 
revamped curriculum – all areas where 
Dr. Mouradian has played major roles.

“Changes in clinical efficiency, orga-
nizational structure and curriculum are 
moving forward to define the dentist of 
the future with a truly unique UW vi-
sion,” she said. “It has been a great privi-
lege contributing to this work.”

Dr. Mouradian, who most recently 
has been Associate Dean for Regional 
Affairs, Curriculum and Educational 
Technology, has long been one of the 
nation’s most visible and influential 

voices in efforts to improve children’s 
oral health. 

A pediatrician by training, she co-
chaired the first national summit on 
children’s oral health in 2008, and sev-
eral years earlier organized the U.S. 
Surgeon General’s Conference on Chil-
dren and Oral Health for the National 
Institute of Dental and Craniofacial 
Research. That conference was part of 
the rollout of “Oral Health in America,” 
a landmark report from the Surgeon 
General in 2000.

In 2009, she co-edited a special issue 
on children’s oral health by the journal 
Academic Pediatrics, examining prog-
ress made toward the goals set by the 
surgeon general’s report. She also has 
served as an oral health advisor to the 
American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), 
and has co-chaired an American Asso-
ciation of Medical Colleges and Ameri-
can Dental Education Association joint 
panel to develop common curricula for 
medical and dental students. 

In 2010, the federal government 
named her an oral health advisor to the 
Health Resources and Services Admin-

istration (HRSA), the agency primar-
ily responsible for improving access 
to health care services for people who 
are uninsured, isolated, or medically 
vulnerable. She took on these duties in 
addition to her work at the UW, where 
she was also a professor of pediatric 
dentistry and pediatrics at the Schools 
of Dentistry and Medicine and also held 
adjunct appointments in Dental Public 
Health Sciences and Health Services 
(School of Public Health). 

More recently, she has led our 
School’s discussions with the School of 
Medicine on incorporating oral health 
more fully into the medical-school cur-
riculum. She has also been a national 
leader in enlisting pediatricians to help 
fight childhood dental disease, playing 

a key role in the AAP’s efforts to get 
its members more involved in caries 
screening and prevention. 

One of Dr. Mouradian’s signature 
achievements was RIDE, which this 
year graduated its third cohort of 
students. The innovative program, in 
which students spend their first year 
and part of their fourth year in East-
ern Washington, seeks to address 
access-to-care issues in rural and 
underserved areas of the state. It also 
offers students an enriched clinical 
experience and has been a leader in 
distance-learning technology.

Noting that the state Board of 
Health has recommended expand-

ing the RIDE program to address den-
tal workforce needs for underserved 
populations, Dr. Mouradian said, “We 
now think about wanting RIDE types of 
experiences for all students.”

Said Dean Berg: “We would not have 
this groundbreaking program without 
Wendy.” 

Dr. Mouradian, who spent more than 
a decade in private pediatric practice in 
Washington state, came to our School 
in 1998 after serving as director of the 
craniofacial program of Seattle Chil-
dren’s hospital. She was named associate 
dean in 2007. 

news

Dr. Mouradian retiring,
will continue to advise
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Dr. Vincent G. Kokich and Dr. Ger-
ald W. Harrington, two iconic faculty 
members who exerted lasting influence 
on their professional disciplines and the 
School of Dentistry, were honored on 
April 26 at the 30th annual Dean’s Club 
dinner at McCaw Hall in Seattle Center.

The event drew about 280 guests, 
matching the all-time attendance mark, 
which was set last year when the dinner 
was held at the newly remodeled Husky 
Union Building on campus. Dr. Doug-
las Walsh (’78), president of the Dean’s 
Club Board of Trustees, served as mas-
ter of ceremonies.

Dr. Kokich (’71, Ortho ’74), one of 
our School’s most acclaimed alumni, re-
ceived the Dean’s Club 2014 Honorary 
Lifetime Member Award, bestowed post-
humously for the first time. The award 
recognizes club members who have giv-
en extraordinary service and support to 

the School over an extended span.
Dr. Kokich, considered one of the 

world’s foremost dental educators, 
passed away on July 24, 2013 at the age 
of 68. He compiled 
a three-decade re-
cord as one of our 
School’s most ardent 
supporters. As Pro-
fessor of Orthodon-
tics, he also helped 
build the UW’s 
reputation as a top 
center of orthodontics education, and 
during 25 years on the lecture circuit, 
was a leading advocate of interdisciplin-
ary dentistry.

His son, Dr. Vincent Kokich Jr. 
(GPR ’97, Ortho ’99), who is an affili-
ate faculty member in the Department 
of Orthodontics, accepted the award on 
the family’s behalf. 

Dr. Harrington (Endo ’69), Profes-

Dr. Kokich, Dr. Harrington
honored at Dean’s Club dinner

Dr. Vincent Kokich Jr. (Ortho ’99, GPR ’97, center) accepts his late father’s Honorary Lifetime 
Member Award from Dr. Douglas Walsh (’78, left) and Dr. Peter Shapiro (Ortho ’73).

Dr. Gerald Harrrington (Endo ’69) displays his Distinguished Alumnus Award, flanked by Dr. 
Eugene Natkin (Endo ’62, left) and Dr. Douglas Walsh.

Dr. Vincent G. Kokich
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Dr. David Pitts (Endo ’77), Nancy Hertl and Dr. Norbert Hertl (Endo ’79) George Englund, Judy Allen and Dr. Robert Allen (’66)

Dr. David Minahan (’75) and Mark Konings Dr. Charles Bolender and Mamie Bolender

Fourth-year students Eric Olendorf (left) and 
Tyler Rumple received leadership awards.

Dr. Gerald Harrington, Dr. Patricia Rothwell (’84) 
and Dr. Susan Hollinsworth (’78)

news

sor Emeritus and former Chair of End-
odontics, received the Dental Alumni 
Association’s 2014 Distinguished Alum-
nus Award. The award recognizes alum-
ni who by their professional achieve-
ments have earned great distinction, 
improved the dental profession and the 
public’s welfare, and brought honor to 
the School and the UW.

Dr. Harrington served as a full-time 
Endodontics faculty member starting 
in 1969 and chaired the department 
from 1993 until he retired in 2001. He 
also directed the graduate Endodon-
tics program from 1972 to 2001. As 
chair, he enhanced the department’s 
strong tradition and reputation, and as a 
teacher, compiled a record highlighted 
by 18 awards for teaching excellence 
from dental students and the bestowal 
of the Bruce R. Rothwell Distinguished 
Teaching Award, our highest faculty 
honor. He was also an active and in-
fluential researcher, contributing to 
numerous journals and serving on 48 
graduate research committees. 

Both awards were presented by long-
time friends and colleagues of the recip-
ients who were also previous recipients 
of the respective awards. Dr. Kokich’s 
award was given by Dr. Peter Shap-
iro (Ortho ’73), the 2012 honoree, and 
Dr. Harrington’s award was presented 
by Dr. Eugene Natkin (Endo ’62), the 
2013 honoree. 
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Sixty-six members of the Class of 2014 
received their doctoral hoods on June 7 
during the School of Dentistry’s annual 
graduation ceremony at Meany Hall on 
the UW campus.

The graduates included eight stu-
dents in the Regional Initiatives in 
Dental Education (RIDE) program. 

Five graduates 
came from the 
school’s Inter-
national DDS 
program, in 
which foreign 
students already 
holding a DDS 
or its equiva-
lent take the 
last two years 
of dental school 
at the UW as a 
prelude to U.S. 

certification. During the proceedings, 
the school also recognized four recipi-
ents of master’s degrees in oral biology.

Special guests included several mem-
bers of the school’s Class of 1964 and 
their spouses.

Faculty member Dr. John Townsend 
(Pros ’73), invited by the students to 
deliver the keynote speech, urged the 
graduates to appreciate the help and 
support they had received from fam-

ily, friends, faculty and teachers before 
dental school, and asked them to think 
about ways in which they could repay 
this help.

He told them to take any anxiety 
about their future in stride, saying: 
“Take each step at a time, just the way 
you did during your dental education.”

Dr. Townsend also stressed the 
continuity of dental education. “The 

It’s DDS-Day for Class of 2014 
The Class of 2014

Dr. John Townsend

“We’ve emphasized 
the biomechanical 

and mechanical  
aspects [of dentistry] 
these four years, but 
honesty and integrity 

trump skill.”
 – Dr. John Townsend, keynote speaker

 It was an extra-special moment for faculty marshal 
Dr. Gary Christman as he draped a doctoral hood  
on his daughter, Dr. Rachel Christman. So what 
happened next? See Page 19.

dental degree is a license to keep 
learning,” he said. “It’s a continuing 
challenge to maintain your knowledge 
and skill level in your profession.” He 
also spoke of the personal qualities 
they would need. 

“With patients, the challenge is to be 
confident without being overconfident,” 
he said, adding: “We’ve emphasized the 
biomechanical and mechanical aspects 
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Dr. Eric Olendorf

[of dentistry] these four years, but hon-
esty and integrity trump skill.”

Opening the ceremo-
ny, Dean Joel Berg told the 
graduates: “I hope you look 
at these four years as just the 
start of a lifetime of dental 
education. I hope you’ll prac-
tice and support evidence-
based dentistry. I hope you’ll 
understand the value of re-
search in everything we do 
as dentists. And I hope you 

Members of the Class of 1964 helped celebrate the occasion. From left: Dr. Robert Flennaugh, 
Dr. James Ward, Dr. Alan Brooks, Dr. George Gunderson and Dr. James Menzies.

First Chalmers  
Scholarship awarded 
at ceremony
A new scholarship honoring the 
memory of a longtime Prosthodontics 
instructor highlighted our School’s an-
nual Honors and Awards Ceremony 
on June 6.

The Ray Chalmers Endowed 
Scholarship was established this year 
in memory of Dr. Chalmers, who 
passed away in 2012. He was an affili-
ate instructor in pre-clinical prosth-
odontics for 30 years, and bequeathed 
part of his estate to provide dental 
scholarships. Todd Billington (’15) was 
named the inaugural recipient of the 
award, which was presented by Dr. 
Richard Frank (Pros ’68).

Our Dental Alumni Association, 
which now supports $60,000 in an-
nual scholarships, presented awards to 
Nicollette Bohn (’16), Chelsea Moma-
ny (’16), Jose Mendoza (’17), Jasmine 
Olson (’15),  Justin VanRiper (’17), 
Daniel Warnock (’15), Melissa Wilcox 
(’17) and Jaemi Yoo (’15).

continue to uphold the highest ideals of 
integrity and professional ethics.”

Also speaking was Class 
of 2014 president Dr. Eric 
Olendorf, who acknowl-
edged a debt of gratitude 
to faculty members such as 
Dr. Townsend. He added 
a lighthearted twist with a 
list of things he had learned 
from his classmates (“Some 
people still actually consider 
paintball a sport”). 

Dr. Richard Frank  (Pros ’68), former Chair 
of Removable Prosthodontics, presents the 
first Ray Chalmers Endowed Scholarship to 
Todd Billington.
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Sixty-seven members of the Class of 
2016, including five in the Internation-
al DDS program, received their official 
clinical coats on Aug. 16 in the School 
of Dentistry’s 10th annual White Coat 
Ceremony.

The event, held before the start of 
their third year in school, signifies the 
students’ taking on the role of clinical 
provider during their last two years of 
pre-doctoral training. The ceremony is 
sponsored by the UW Dental Alumni 
Association.

Keynote speaker Dr. John Wataha, 
Associate Dean for Information Man-
agement and Quality Improvement, 
imparted several key messages to the 
students. He framed his talk against 

Class of 2016  
dons its clinical coats

the experiences of his late father, an 
accountant and small-town Wyoming 
mayor.

“In clinic, you learn a lot about 
people, and you have to be careful not 
to judge them too quickly,” he said. 
Dr. Wataha recalled how allegations 
of lawlessness and corruption led to 
his father being interviewed on the 60 
Minutes television program and facing 
investigations by the IRS, the FBI and 
state authorities.

None of the charges were ever sub-
stantiated and no prosecutions ever 
resulted, but the whole business led to 
painfully fractured relationships be-
tween his father and townspeople who 
had lodged accusations, with trust ir-
reparably broken.

“From my father, I learned the im-
portance of friendship and trust,” Dr. 
Wataha said. “Your job is to facilitate 
help, not judge. You have to look out 
for your patients’ best interests.”

Dr. Wataha also urged students to 
learn from their inevitable errors and 
conduct honest self-evaluations. He 
added: “Avoid the pitfall of convinc-
ing yourself that the most expensive 
treatment is the best thing for the 
patient.”

“Time and life are short,” he said. 
“Be a good person and clinician, start-
ing today. You might not get a chance 
tomorrow. … You are being given a 
chance to make a difference in people’s 
lives. That’s a marvelous gift.”

Dean Joel Berg welcomed families 
and friends of the students to the cer-
emony. He told students that they’d be 
in for many surprises in the next two 
years and well beyond and urged them, 
“Don’t ever think you’ve seen it all or 
done it all. Don’t ever lose that capac-
ity to be surprised. And when that sur-
prise jumps out at you, don’t waste it. 
Use it as a learning moment.”

Class President Christine Melch 
led the students in reciting the tradi-
tional pledge of excellence, integrity 
and empathy. 

With help from Dr. Ricardo Schwedhelm,  
Nathan Bushman climbs into his 

new clinical attire.

Dr. John Wataha told 
students to look out for 
patients’ best interests 
and avoid self-serving 

decisions.
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Dr. Kimberly M. Espinoza, formerly 
a member of the University of New 
Mexico dental faculty and director 
of one of that state’s primary spe-
cial-needs dental clinics, began work 
on July 1 as the new director of our 
School of Dentistry’s DECOD special-
needs clinical program. 

Dr. Espinoza had been an associate 
professor in the Department of Den-
tal Medicine at the University of New 
Mexico School of Medicine. For more 
than seven years she also directed the 
university’s Carrie Tingley Hospital 
Dental Clinic, one of New Mexico’s 
only two dental clinics for people with 
developmental disabilities. 

“We’re delighted to welcome Dr. 
Espinoza to the UW and DECOD,” 
Dean Joel Berg said. “This is a very 
meaningful appointment for a number 
of reasons. For four decades, DECOD 
has been a critical resource for Wash-
ington citizens with special needs, serv-
ing thousands of patients both on cam-
pus and during on-site visits to group 
homes and other facilities.

“DECOD also embodies one of our 
school’s core values: our continuing 
responsibility to care for patients who 
are vulnerable or at heightened risk for 
dental disease and its consequences.”

The Dental Education in Care of 
Persons with Disabilities program, 
which began in the 1970s and records 
3,500 to 4,500 patient visits a year, 
treats people with severe develop-
mental or acquired disabilities. These 
include people with autism, retarda-
tion, cerebral palsy, traumatic brain 
injury, multiple sclerosis and psychi-
atric disorders.  In many cases, these 
patients – most of whom are financially 
disadvantaged and receive public as-
sistance – have few if any other options 
for dental treatment in a community 

setting. The program also has a geriat-
ric component for elderly patients with 
disabilities and those who are in inde-
pendent living programs. 

While DECOD has profession-
al care providers, the program also 
involves dental students in patients’  
treatment. Dr. Espinoza’s appointment 
coincides with a shift in DECOD’s fo-
cus, Dean Berg said.

“In the past, DECOD has not just 
provided care, but has also been an 
important training ground for our 

pre-doctoral students in treating 
people with special needs,” he said. 
“We believe this has helped us pro-
duce dentists who are more sensitive 
to these patients’ needs, and are better 
equipped and more likely to treat such 
patients after graduation.”

Now, however, the program will ex-
pand to embrace post-doctoral training 
as well, Dean Berg said. 

“We plan to integrate DECOD into 
the training of our graduate residen-
cy students, in particular those in our 
Advanced General Dentistry residency 
program,” he said. “This is a natural 
fit, especially since the AGD program 
includes training in the treatment of 
medically complex patients. I believe 
this will not only enhance our own 
training, but will also let us expand 
DECOD’s capacity for treatment.” 

Dr. Espinoza had taught in the 
UNM Advanced Education in Gen-
eral Dentistry residency program, 
where she served as a research men-
tor and trained dental students, faculty 
members, dental hygienists and dental 
assistants in treating patients with de-
velopmental disabilities. She has also 
worked with Special Care Advocates in 
Dentistry to update self-study train-
ing modules, and has been co-chair of 
the Special Care Dentistry Associa-
tion’s Council on Dentistry for People 
with Disabilities. She also served as the 
special-care dentist for UNM’s Cleft 
and Craniofacial Team.

Dr. Espinoza received her bachelor’s 
degree from Harvey Mudd College in 
Claremont, Calif., in 2000, her DDS 
from the University of Southern Cali-
fornia in 2004, her Advanced Educa-
tion in General Dentistry certificate 
from UNM in 2006 and a master’s 
degree in public health from UNM in 
2011. 

news
Dr. Kimberly Espinoza is  

new DECOD director

Dr. Kimberly Espinoza

“DECOD embodies one 
of our school’s core 

values: our continuing 
responsibility to care 

for patients who 
are vulnerable or at 
heightened risk for 

dental disease and its 
consequences.”

– Dean Joel Berg
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Dr. Josh Manchester (’13), a first-year 
resident, has been named the recipient 
of the 2014-15 David H. Wands Fel-
lowship in Graduate Prosthodontics at 
the University of Washington School of 
Dentistry. He is the ninth recipient of 
the $10,000 award at the UW.

Dr. Manchester said he had already 
begun gravitating toward Prosthodon-
tics training as a pre-doctoral student at 
the UW. 

“I was impressed by all the Pros 
speakers who came here, like Dr. Gregg 
Kinzer and others,” he said. “And as I 
did my removable pros requirement, 
I really enjoyed doing something and 
having it fit in the mouth. I like that sort 
of process.”

Several denture cases that turned out 
well were especially satisfying, he said. 
“I did an immediate denture, and the 
patient I did it for was just so happy,” he 
said. “I gave him back his smile.”

Dr. Manchester grew up in Great 
Falls, Mont., where he was active in 
Scouting and reached the rank of Eagle 
Scout. The son of a petroleum engineer, 
he also had two uncles who were engi-
neers, suggesting that a detail-oriented 
analytical streak ran in the family. No-
body among his relatives was a dentist. 
Instead, it was the family dentist who 
sparked his interest in the profession.

“He was very gentle, and very good 
at explaining things,” Dr. Manchester 
recalled. “I remember him following 
us out to the waiting room to explain a 
procedure and what would happen next. 
That’s a very big part of dentistry, espe-
cially in Pros.”

After obtaining his undergraduate 
degree at Montana State University, he 
came to the UW, where his honors in 
dental school included the American 
Academy of Orofacial Pain Outstanding 

Senior Award in 2013. He also served 
an AEGD externship at the University 
of Texas Science Center at San Antonio 
in 2012.

After dental school, Dr. Manchester 
completed a general prac-
tice residency at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota Physicians 
Dental Clinic. “It was a re-
ally good program,” he said. 
“A lot of it related to Pros. I 
saw patients who were get-
ting radiation and had to fig-
ure out treatment planning 
for people with dry mouth 
and an elevated risk of caries. I learned a 
lot of different facets of dentistry – end-
odontics, implants, periodontics, remov-
able prosthodontics.”

Once he obtains his Pros certifica-
tion, he hopes to practice in Spokane 
with his wife and classmate, Dr. Eliza-
beth Manchester (’13), whom he met 
and married in dental school. 

In Spokane, he plans to join study 
clubs and volunteer as an affiliate dental 

Dr. Josh Manchester 
named Wands Fellow

faculty member at the UW, something 
he anticipates eagerly. As a pre-doctoral 
student, he served as a teaching as-
sistant in Dr. Kavita Shor’s removable 
complete dentures course, and said he 
greatly enjoyed the experience. 

“I really appreciate Dr. Wands’ gen-
erosity in supporting the fellowship 
endowment,” Dr. Manchester said. “I 
think it makes a considerable differ-
ence to the specialty’s current residents 
who will become the future mentors of 
Prosthodontics.”

Dr. Wands, who was a UW School 
of Dentistry faculty member in the 
Department of Prosthodontics for 22 
years, originally established the fel-
lowship at the University of Maryland 
in 1994 in recognition of the shortage 
of dental school educators and to of-
fer financial assistance to those inter-
ested in academic dentistry. In 1998, 
he launched a similar fellowship at 
the UW with a $500,000 commit-
ment. Since the fellowship’s inception 
at Maryland, a total of 13 awards have 
been made.

In 1967, Dr. Wands graduated with 
honors from the Baltimore College of 
Dental Surgery, University of Mary-

land, and afterward served 
for seven years with the U.S. 
Public Health Service. He 
then returned to the Uni-
versity of Washington as a 
half-time faculty member and 
taught both undergraduate 
and graduate Prosthodontics, 
achieving the rank of Clinical 
Professor.

In addition to endowing the fellow-
ship, Dr. Wands is a member of the 
UW School of Dentistry Dean’s Club 
and was instrumental in forming the 
UW Graduate Prosthodontic Alumni 
Association. In 1999, he was honored 
by the Dean’s Club with its highest 
award, Honorary Lifetime Member. 
He is a Life Member of the Academy of 
Prosthodontics and Pacific Coast Soci-
ety for Prosthodontics. 

Dr. Josh Manchester

Dr. David Wands
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Dr. Jack Neal, a prominent Seattle-
area oral and maxillofacial surgeon 
who passed away on April 15, will be 
honored with a new endowment at the 
School of Dentistry.

The Delta Dental Jack E. Neal En-
dowed Fund for Oral and Maxillofacial 
Surgery will be launched with a major 
gift from Delta Dental of Washington, 
on whose board of directors Dr. Neal 
served for eight years. The endow-
ment will provide financial support for 
pre-doctoral and post-doctoral students 
studying in the school’s Oral and Maxil-
lofacial Surgery program.

“Our school greatly appreciates Del-
ta Dental’s generous support of one of 
our key programs,” said Dean Joel Berg. 
“It’s a very fitting and meaningful way 
to honor the memory of an outstanding 
dentist who was thoroughly dedicated 
to serving the community.” 

“We are grateful for the opportu-
nity to have served with Jack on the 
Delta Dental of Washington Board 
of Directors,” said Joanna Lohkamp, 
chair of the board. “Jack brought to the 
board a warm and generous nature that 
contributed to better decision-making 
across stakeholders. With this gift we’re 
pleased to celebrate and recognize Jack’s 
distinguished service to his profession 
and to our company.”

Dr. Neal, who practiced in Seattle 
and Kirkland for 40 years, served terms 
as president of both the Washington 
State Society of Oral and Maxillofacial 
Surgeons and the Western Society of 
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons. He 
was active in the Seattle King County 
Dental Society and the Washington 
State Dental Association, and served on 
several boards including the Washing-
ton Physicians Health Program and the 
Physicians and Dentists Credit Bureau. 

In addition, he provided charitable 
care for patients through the Wash-
ington State Dental Association Ac-

Delta Dental gift honors Dr. Jack Neal
Maryland School of Dentistry. He then 
served in the U.S. Army Dental Corps 
in Frankfurt, Germany. 

After his military service, Dr. Neal 
entered the Oral and Maxillofacial Sur-
gery residency program at the Univer-
sity of Iowa, where he pursued clinical 
and laboratory research on bone graft-
ing and reconstruction and received 
a master’s of science degree. In 1973, 
he moved to Seattle and began private 
practice in Kirkland. He was certified 
by the American Board of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgery in 1976. 

“The Department of Oral and Max-
illofacial Surgery is grateful to Delta 
Dental for its leadership in supporting 
OMS education, and to Dr. Neal for his 
outstanding contributions to the profes-
sion,” said Dr. Thomas Dodson, chair 
of the department. “The vitality of our 
educational activities ensures that the 
UW will be the program of choice for 
top candidates.” 

Dr. Jack E. Neal

news

Emotions overflowed after faculty marshal Dr. Gary Christman presented a doctoral hood to daughter 
Rachel at graduation. (See Page 14.) 

That’s one proud dad

cess Program and the Donated Dental 
Services Program. He also played an 
instrumental role on the Delta Dental 
board in helping provide dental care to 
more than 800 underserved children 
throughout King County.

After graduating from Furman Uni-
versity in South Carolina, Dr. Neal re-
ceived his DDS from the University of 
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Our Department of Restorative Den-
tistry has received a significant boost 
with the creation of a new endow-
ment: the Mark R. Grace Endowed 
Faculty Fellowship in Restorative 

Dentistry. 
The new en-

dowment was 
created by alum-
na Dr. Kristine 
Grace (’96, OMS 
’00) in honor of 
her spouse,  who 
is also an alum-
nus (’94). Dr. 
Kristine Grace 
practices as a 

board-certified oral and maxillofacial 
surgeon in Puyallup and serves as an 

affiliate faculty member 
at our School. Dr. Mark 
Grace practices gen-
eral dentistry in Seattle 
and serves on the Dental 
Alumni Association board 
as his class’s representa-
tive and also on the Dean’s 
Club Board of Trustees. 
He has also taught as an 
affiliate faculty member 
here.

“This is a wonderful gift for a num-
ber of reasons,” said Dean Joel Berg. 
“It’s the first fellowship we’ve created 
for our Department of Restorative 
Dentistry, and I hope it will inspire 
similar gestures of support from our 
other alumni. It also addresses a criti-

Grace Fellowship aids  
Restorative Dentistry

cal issue – how we support and retain 
outstanding younger faculty. They’re 
the lifeblood of dental education, and 
gifts like the Grace Endowed Faculty 
Fellowship can make a tremendous 
difference.”

“We are grateful to 
the UW School of Den-
tistry for our professional 
achievements,” Dr. Kris-
tine Grace said. “Mark es-
pecially feels a connection 
and actively participates 
in the Alumni Associa-
tion and Dean’s Club. I 
felt it would honor Mark’s 
commitment to the UW 
School of Dentistry by 

setting up an endowment to help fac-
ulty in Restorative Dentistry.”

Dr. Yen-Wei Chen (Grad Pros ’08), 
Assistant Professor of Restorative 
Dentistry, was named first recipient of 
the fellowship. 
Candidates are 
selected from 
among faculty 
members who 
have demon-
strated outstand-
ing potential for 
scholarly and 
professional con-
tributions in Restorative Dentistry. 

“I am honored to get the chance 
to expand the educational opportuni-
ties for UW students to ensure they 
remain competitive in the dental prac-
tice of the future,” Dr. Chen said. 

Dr. Chen holds a DDS from Taipei 
Medical University. He is a member 
of the American Academy of Fixed 
Prosthodontics and American College 
of Prosthodontists, and is board-eligi-
ble for the American Board of Prosth-
odontics. His clinical interests focus 
on esthetics and implant restorative 
dentistry, while his research interests 
focus on all-ceramic systems and the 
application of CAD/CAM technology 
in  restorative dentistry. 

Dr. Tolas honored for milestone

Several dozen alumni and friends met at Daniel’s Broiler in Bellevue June 21 to celebrate Dr. Andrew 
Tolas’ 50 years of service to our Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery. Alumni came from as 
far away as  Georgia to honor Dr. Tolas, who trained them in the intricacies of chairside anesthesiolo-
gy. Clustered around Dr. Tolas (seated) are (from left) Dr. Tom Hohl (OMS ’74), Dr. Philip Worthington, 
Father Richard Ward, Dr. Frank Collins (OMS ’77) and Dr. Roger Meyer (’61, OMS ’66).

Dr. Yen-Wei Chen

Dr. Mark Grace

Dr. Kristine Grace
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A new agreement between the School 
of Dentistry and Thailand’s leading 
dental school is expected to generate 
more faculty exchanges and research 
collaborations as it helps expand the 
School’s global footprint.

Dean Joel Berg visited Chulalong-
korn University in Bangkok during a 
trip to China and Thailand in Janu-
ary in the first step of formalizing the 
agreement. A delegation led by Dr. 
Suchit Poolthong, Dean of Chul-
alongkorn University Dental Faculty, 
paid a reciprocal visit to the UW on 
Aug. 8. At that time, Dean Berg and 
Dean Poolthong signed a memoran-
dum of understanding, as they did in 
January.

“Federal and state resources for 
dental education and research have 
been static or even shrinking for some 
time now,” Dean Berg said. “That’s our 
new reality, and that’s why it’s more 

important than ever for us to be cre-
ative in seeking out new partners.”

In addition to research partnerships 
and faculty exchanges, Dean Berg said, 
the schools will also share ideas about 
dental curriculum and the future of the 
dental profession.

Chulalongkorn brings impressive 
assets to the partnership, Dean Berg 
said. Thailand’s largest dental school, 
founded in 1941, teaches a full range 
of dental specialties and has a robust 
research program, including a re-
quirement that all students perform 
research. It has a six-year predoctoral 
program with graduate specialty cer-
tification programs spanning one to 
five years. The school places strong 
emphasis on public health, conduct-
ing large-scale clinical outreaches that 
include a mobile special-needs pediat-
ric clinic. 

Tuition and fees are subsidized by 

UW forges link with leading
dental school in Thailand

the Thai government, with students 
required to perform government ser-
vice for three years after graduation 
unless they repay their financial obli-
gation. Tuition costs a total of $30,000 
for the six-year DDS program, which 
admits 140 students each year.

During his August visit, Dean 
Poolthong gave a brief presentation on 
the Association of Southeast Asian Na-
tions (ASEAN) and its new ventures that 
are reshaping regional dental education. 

The new ventures include efforts 
to standardize and synchronize den-
tal education across Southeast Asia, 
he said, with educational components 
including general and subject-specific 
competencies and a regional credit-
transfer system. 

The initiatives’ goals are for pa-
tients to receive a more consistent 
standard of oral health care around 
the region, employing evidence-based 
dentistry that reflects local popula-
tions and their health needs while ac-
knowledging member states’ diversity. 
ASEAN also seeks to facilitate a freer 
flow of dental professionals across the 
region, Dean Poolthong said. 

news

Dean Joel Berg and Dean Suchit Poolthong 
of the Chulalongkorn University Faculty of 
Dentistry commemorate their schools’  
new partnership during a signing  
ceremony at the UW on Aug. 8. 
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Dr. Lou Shuman, an internet dental 
marketing strategy expert, presented 
the 44th annual Ernest M. Jones Me-
morial Lectureship on March 28 at 
Meany Hall on the UW campus. Dr. 
Shuman’s lecture was titled “The in-
ternet: What’s happening today that 
should change the way you’re doing 
business.”

Dr. Shuman is president of the Pride 
Institute, a dental practice management 
consulting group based in Novato, Ca-
lif. His expertise lies in internet strat-
egy, strategic relations, emerging tech-
nologies, digital marketing methods 
and operational practice management. 

In his presentation, Dr. Shuman cov-

ered social media, internet technologies 
and the optimal mix of traditional and 
online marketing.

The lectureship, our School’s signa-
ture annual continuing education event, 
was created in honor of the School’s 
founding dean. It is supported by an 
endowment that has drawn contribu-
tions from more than 900 alumni and 
friends of the School. This support en-
sures that the lecture will be presented 
free, in perpetuity, to all dentists, dental 
school faculty and students, and dental 
co-professionals. 

The event is organized by the UW 
Dental Alumni Association, which also 
supports the lectureship. 

Dr. Lou Shuman delivers
Ernest M. Jones Lecture

Dr. Lou Shuman (right) receives a plaque commemorating his appearance from Dr. Dexter 
Barnes (‘69), chair of the lectureship committee. 
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The Department of Oral and Maxil-
lofacial Surgery (OMS) has announced 
the launch of its MD/OMS certificate 
program, known informally as a “dual-
degree program,” according to OMS 
Chair Dr. Thomas Dodson.  

The OMS Department recently re-
ceived approval from the UW School 
of Medicine to expand its current four-
year residency program to the revised 
six-year interdisciplinary curriculum.  
Candidates selected from among this 
fall’s applicants for the OMS residency 
program that begins in July 2015 will 
form the first class under the new six-
year curriculum.

Students in the six-year program will 
receive an MD degree from the UW 
School of Medicine and participate in 
general surgery training as well as earn 
their OMS certification. Plans call for 
the residency to continue to admit three 
students each year.

“If one is to be trained as a surgical 
sub-specialist, it makes sense to have a 
basic understanding of the principles 
and practice of general surgery,” Dr. 
Dodson said. 

Residents will serve two years on 
the general surgery service, Dr. Dod-
son said, adding, “They’ll still get the 
full OMS experience that they get un-
der the four-year program.” 

The program will be structured as 
follows:

• Year one: OMS intern 
• Year two: Matriculation with ad-

vanced (third-year) standing in the 
UW School of Medicine

• Year three: Fourth-year training in 
the School of Medicine and qualifica-

tion for MD degree
• Years four and five: Assigned to 

general surgery service
• Year six: Chief/senior OMS  

resident
The new program aligns the UW 

with the leading OMS programs na-
tionally.  Today, 43 of the 103 post-
doctoral residencies in OMS offer the 
dual-degree track exclusively.

“My goal here is to produce lead-
ers,” Dr. Dodson said. “Leadership 
can be measured in many ways and at-
tained in academics or in service to the 
community or specialty.”

Dr. Dodson said his department 

has negotiated with the UW’s Gradu-
ate Medical Education office to fund 
the general surgery portion of training, 
and that he is looking at ways to help 
further defray residents’ additional 
medical school tuition costs. 

At the same time, he voiced his ap-
preciation for the Delta Dental Jack 
E. Neal Endowed Fund for Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgery, which will ben-
efit the new program. The fund was 
created this year in memory of a lead-
ing Seattle-area OMS surgeon who 
passed away in April. It was launched 
with a major gift from Delta Dental, 
on whose board Dr. Neal served for 
eight years. 

“It is my goal to encourage the ex-
ponential growth of this fund,” says 
Dr. Dodson. “With participation from 
alumni and support from the dental 
community, we can one day have a sus-
tainable fund that defrays the incre-
mental tuition of pursuing the MD 
degree.” (See Page 19.) 

New MD/OMS certificateDr. Peter Moy to give 
Worthington lecture

Dr. Peter K. Moy of 
the UCLA School of 
Dentistry will present 
the 2014 Worthington 
Lecture on “Implant 
Dentistry Today: Role 
of the Oral and Maxil-
lofacial Surgeon” on 

Oct. 1 at the School of Dentistry.
Dr. Moy, who is Nobel Biocare 

Endowed Chair in Surgical Implant 
Dentistry at UCLA, is an oral and 
maxillofacial surgeon practicing pri-
vately in Los Angeles. He holds an ad-
junct faculty appointment in UCLA’s 
Department of Hospital Dentistry 
and, since 1991, has been co-director 
of UCLA’s Dental Implant Center.  

This year marks a departure in 
the lecture’s presentation. A separate 
event in the past, it will now be part 
of the “Grand Rounds” lecture series 
established last fall by Dr. Thomas 
Dodson, Chair of our Department of 
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery. With 
the Grand Rounds lectures drawing a 
broad audience that includes physi-
cians, surgeons, general dentists, oral 
and maxillofacial surgeons, pre-doc-
toral and graduate dental students, 
the new format is expected to help 
the Worthington lecture reach a more 
robust mix of listeners and promote 
even more productive cross-disciplin-
ary exchanges.

Created in 2000, the 
Worthington lecture-
ship honors the service 
of Dr. Philip Worthing-
ton, who retired in 
1998 after chairing our 

Department of Oral and Maxillofacial 
Surgery for more than 20 years.  

Information on the Grand Rounds 
lecture series can be found on our 
School’s website at http://dental. 
washington.edu/oral-and-maxillofacial- 
surgery/oms-grand-rounds/. 

news

“If one is to be trained as a surgical sub-
specialist, it makes sense to have a basic 
understanding of the principles and practice  
of general surgery.”—Dr. Thomas Dodson, Chair of OMS
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The UW chapter of the Omicron 
Kappa Upsilon dental honorary society 
awarded scholarships to the top two 
students in each of the classes of 2015, 
2016 and 2017 and also inducted fac-
ulty and graduating student members 
at its annual banquet on May 28 at the 
UW Club.

In addition, the OKU chapter be-
stowed the Dr. William S. Kramer 
Award of Excellence on Anisoara Begun 
of the Class of 2016. The award is given 
to a rising third-year dental student in 
recognition of scholarship, character 
and the potential promise for the ad-

vancement of dentistry and service to 
humanity.

Scholarships, awarded on the ba-
sis of class standing, went to Kathryn 
Parker (first) and Cameron Lasley (sec-
ond), Class of 2015; Chelsea Momany 
(first) and Christopher Davis (second), 
Class of 2016; and David Shin (first) 
and Yelena Chuvashova (second), Class 
of 2017.

Dr. Patrick Taylor (Endo ’88) of 
the Department of Endodontics af-
filiate faculty was inducted as a faculty 
member, while Diane Daubert (Dental 
Hygiene ’82, Oral Biology ’09) of the 

OKU honorary society awards
scholarships, inducts members

School joins ‘virtual fair’ 
for prospective students 
On April 29-30, the UW joined dozens 
of other U.S. dental schools in an online 
forum in which prospective dental stu-
dents could speak with admissions offi-
cials free of charge.

The 2014 ADEA Predental Student 
Virtual Fair, sponsored by the American 
Dental Education Association, featured 
representatives of more than 40 dental 
schools.

In addition to talking directly with 
officials, prospective applicants could 
watch presentations about financing a 
dental education, ADEA’s Associated 
American Dental Schools Application 
Service, and the dental school applica-
tion process. They could also browse 
and download brochures, videos and 
dental school information, as well as 
network with other dental school appli-
cants in a live chat forum. 

Three Department of Endodontics 
residents won honors during the annual 
American Association of Endodontists 
(AAE) annual sessions in May in Wash-
ington, D.C.

Dr. Jesus Machado and Dr. Jason 
Latham won third place and 10th place 
respectively  in the research poster 
competition.  They were mentored by 
Dr. Avina Paranjpe, Assistant Professor 
in the department.

Dr. Joao Barbizam won an award  
in the Oral Research Presentation  
category. 

This marks the 11th straight year 

Dr. James Johnson, Chair of Endodontics 
(left), and Dr. Avina Paranjpe, research mentor, 
celebrate with Dr. Jesus Machado and Dr. Jason 
Latham (right) at the AAE sessions.

Dr. Mats Kronstrom (left) and Dr. Hai Zhang 
congratulate Anisoara Begun, winner of the Dr. 
William S. Kramer Award of Excellence.

that our School’s residents have won at 
least one award in one of the AAE com-
petitions, which are open to residents 
from programs around the world. 

Endo residents earn research honors

Department of Periodontics faculty re-
ceived honorary membership. 

Seven graduating fourth-year stu-
dents were inducted as alumni mem-
bers: Leigh Armijo, Dallin Dance, 
Shane Drew, Allison Millard, Tyler 
Morgan, Hunter Simpson and Timo-
thee Souquet. 

Dr. Mats Kronstrom (far left), OKU chapter president, and Dr. Hai Zhang (far right) join scholarship 
winners (from left) Kathryn Parker, Cameron Laseley, Chelsea Momany, Christopher Davis and 
David Shin. Not shown: Yelena Chuvashova.
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In May, our School of Dentistry led a 
weeklong workshop in Peru that ex-
panded its clinical research training 
activity into the Southern Hemisphere 
for the first time.

The First Latin American Work-
shop on Clinical Research Methods 
in Oral Health, held May 12-16 at  
Cayetano Heredia University in Lima, 
marked an extension of similar train-
ing the UW has offered for more than 
two decades in Seattle and in Asia.

The 35 participants, culled from 60 
applicants, represented mostly junior 
faculty from Latin American colleges 
and universities who have a strong 
interest in oral health research, ac-
cording to Dr. Ana Lucia Seminario, 
one of the workshop organizers along 
with Dr. Tim DeRouen, former Act-

ing Dean and currently Director of 
the Center for Global Oral Health at 
the UW. Since 1992, he has directed 
the Summer Institute in Clinical Den-
tal Research Methods, and for the last 
several years has led clinical research 
training sessions at several universi-
ties in Thailand under a grant from 
the Fogarty International Center of 
the National Institutes of Health. He 
is also the president of the American 
Association for Dental Research for 
2014-15.

The Peru Workshop, also sup-
ported by a $25,000 Fogarty grant, 
was led by School of Dentistry fac-
ulty including Dr. DeRouen and 
Dr. Seminario, as well as Dr. Joan-
na Scott and Dr. Lisa Heaton. The 
workshop faculty also included the 

UW leads oral health research 
workshop at Peru university

UW’s Deborah Dickstein, from the 
Division of Human Subjects, and Dr. 
Jorge Luis Castillo (Ortho ’00), chair 
of pediatric dentistry at Caetano He-
redia University and president of the 
International Association of Pediatric 
Dentistry.

The workshop covered subjects in-
cluding:

• Introduction to epidemiologic 
research methods

• Behavioral research in dentistry
• Randomized clinical trials
• Ethical issues
• Biostatistics

 • Study design 
Dr. Seminario said the workshop 

underscored the value of a face-to-
face presentation.

“Culturally, it has a lot of impact 
when someone from a developed 
country goes to a developing coun-
try,” she said. “It also shows us the 
need for more training, and our goal 
is to encourage more evidence-based 
research.” 

news

UW faculty members leading the First Latin American Workshop on Clinical Research Methods in Oral Health in Lima, Peru included (front row) Dr. Joanna 
Scott (far left), Dr. Lisa Heaton (second from left), Dr. Tim DeRouen (third from right) and Dr. Ana Lucia Seminario (far right).  Another key participant 
was Dr. Jorge Luis Castillo (third from left), who received his orthodontics specialty training at the UW and is now chair of pediatric dentistry at Caetano 
Heredia University and president of the International Association of Pediatric Dentistry.
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Dr. Worakanya Buranaphatthana, a first-year PhD 
candidate in Oral Biology in the Department of Oral 
Health Sciences, has been named a University of 
Washington Magnuson Scholar for 2014-15.

Dr. Buranaphat-
thana was one of six 
UW Health Scienc-
es students to receive 
the $30,000 award, 
which is one of the 
university’s  high-
est. Recipients are 
chosen on the basis 
of academic perfor-
mance and potential 
contributions to re-
search in the health 
sciences

Dr. Buranaphat-
thana, a native of 

Thailand who earned her DDS there, is pursuing 
research that focuses on bioengineered cell therapy, 
bone biology and immunology. 

The Magnuson Scholars program commemorates 
the late Sen. Warren G. Magnuson of Washington, a 
leading advocate of biomedical research who played 
a key role in establishing the National Institutes of 
Health, Medicare and Medicaid. 

Dr. Worakanya Buranaphatthana  
named Magnuson Scholar

Three pre-doctoral students 
earn national scholarship awards

Dr. Mouradian gives  
Harvard’s Giddon lecture
Dr. Wendy Mouradian of our faculty discussed “The 
Intersection of Dentistry and Medicine in the Future” 
as she presented Harvard University’s Donald B. Gid-
don Annual Lecture in Behavioral Medicine and Den-
tistry in April.

Two of the major questions she addressed during 
her lecture, which is sponsored by the Harvard School 
of Dental Medicine, included:

• What are the likely roles of the dentist of the 
future, and what kind of training will best prepare to-
day’s students to take on these roles?

• What kinds of opportunities and challenges does 
the changing health care system present for oral health 
care in the future? 

School of Dentistry students Jose Mendoza, Chelsea Momany and 
Todd Billington have received national scholarship awards.

Mendoza, now a second-year student, re-
ceived a 2013 Annual Hispanic Health Profes-
sional Student Scholarship from the National 
Hispanic Health Foundation, affiliated with 
the Robert F. Wagner Graduate School of 
Public Service at New York University. He 
accepted the two-year, $5,000 award last No-
vember at the Sixth Annual California Schol-
arship Gala in Los Angeles. 

Mendoza was one of two first-year dental 
students out of 20 health profession students to receive the award. 
He participated in the U-DOC at UW, a five-week residential sum-
mer enrichment program for high school students interested in 
health careers.   

All scholarship recipients – which include 
medical, nursing, public health and policy 
students – exhibited exceptional academic per-
formance, leadership and commitment to the 
Hispanic community. 

Mendoza and 10 other students received 
the $5,000 scholarship, funded through the 
United Health Foundation. Nine were given 
$2,000 for one year. 

Momany, now a third-year student, was awarded the 2013 
American Dental Association Foundation’s Predoctoral Dental 
Student Scholarship.  She was one of 25 recipients of this annual 
scholarship, which helps academically gifted second-year predoc-
toral dental students defray a part of their professional education 
expenses. The ADAF accepts one application per school per pro-
gram, submitted by the school on behalf of the student. Awards of 
up to $2,500 each are bestowed.

Billington, now a fourth-year student who 
was one of the School’s AmeriCorps students 
in summer 2012, received the 2013 ADEA/
Johnson & Johnson Healthcare Products Pre-
ventive Dentistry Scholarship.  

This yearly scholarship awards $2,500 
toward tuition and fees to 12 pre-doctor-
al dental students who have demonstrated 
academic excellence in preventive dentistry. 
The scholarships are provided through an 

educational grant from Johnson & Johnson Consumer & Person-
al Products Worldwide, a division of Johnson & Johnson Con-
sumer Companies. Students are nominated by their dental school 
dean or dean’s designate. 

Dr. Worakanya Buranaphatthana

Jose Mendoza

Chelsea Momany

Todd Billington
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Atlanta on July 17-19. CAAMP is a 
leadership and management course 
designed specifically for department 
chairs and academic administrators 
within colleges and schools of the health 
professions. Since its inception in 2009, 
more than 300 administrative leaders 
from institutions over the country have 
participated. 

Donald Chi

Dr. Donald Chi of Oral Health Sciences has 
received a William T. Grant Foundation 
mentoring grant. The Scholars Mentoring 
Grant was designed to support the 
professional development of William T. 
Grant Scholars and help researchers of 
color reach higher levels on the career 
ladder. The award facilitates the growth of 

Scholars as strong mentors attuned to the career 
development challenges disproportionately faced by their 
junior colleagues of color. It also helps mentees become 
more skilled researchers with broader professional networks. 
Dr. Chi also had a study on immunization and topical 
fluoride refusal by parents of children published in the July 
edition of the American Journal of Public Health. His research 
found a significant relationship between the two behaviors, 
which has important implications for disease prevention and 
public health. 

UW researchers, including several from the School of 
Dentistry, collaborated on a study of salivary testing for 
chronic graft-versus-host disease (cGVHD) published in 
the July issue of Biology of Blood and Marrow Transplantation. 
Funded by the National Institute of Dental and 
Craniofacial Research and the Morrell Fund, the study 
identified two novel potential salivary cGVHD biomarkers. 
It also demonstrated that there is coordinated regulation 
of protein families involved in inflammation, antimicrobial 
defense, and tissue protection in oral cGVHD that also 
may reflect changes in salivary gland function and damage 
to the oral mucosa. The researchers included Dr. Richard 
Presland, Dr. Kenneth Izutsu, Dr. Thomas Morton, Lloyd Mancl 
and Melody Missaghi of Oral Health Sciences and Dr. Mark 
Schubert and Michele Lloid of Oral Medicine. Others from 
the UW were Ivana Devic, Catherine Pan, Min Shi and Jing 
Zhang of the Department of Pathology. 

Melanie Lang

Two new faculty members have joined our 
Department of Oral and Maxillofacial 
Surgery at Harborview Medical Center. 
Dr. Melanie Lang (GPR ’92), who received 
MD and DDS degrees at the University 
of Florida-Gainesville and had been 
practicing privately in Spokane, started on 
Sept. 1. She also has completed a one-year 
cosmetic surgery fellowship at the 

Srini Chandra

University of Alabama.  Dr. Srini Chandra, 
who holds MD and DDS degrees from 
the University of Florida-Jacksonville and 
has specialty training in head and neck 
surgery with microvascular 
reconstruction, started on Aug. 1. They 
join Dr. Jasjit Dillon at Harborview, where 

they will help broaden the clinic’s core expertise, said Dr. 
Thomas Dodson, OMS Chair.

Hai Zhang

Dr. Hai Zhang of Restorative Dentistry, 
Interim Director of our Graduate 
Prosthodontics program, has been named 
Basic Science Research Section Editor of 
the Journal of Prosthodontics. His selection 
was based on research, activity, published 
works, academic standing, scholarly 
achievements, commitment to the 

specialty, and editorial experience. 

Richard Darveau

Dr. Richard Darveau, Chair of the 
Department of Periodontics, has been 
elected a Fellow of the American 
Academy of Microbiology in 
recognition of his record of scientific 
achievement and original contributions 
that have advanced microbiology. Dr. 
Darveau  also collaborated on a new 

study that shed further light on how P. gingivalis can 
evade the body’s immune response and trigger 
inflammation in blood vessels outside the oral cavity. 
The study was published in the July 10 issue of the 
journal PLOS Pathogens.

Dr. Ricardo Schwedhelm, Acting Chair of Restorative 
Dentistry, completed the 2014 Chairs and Academic 
Administrators Management Program (CAAMP) in 

Ricardo 
Schwedhelm
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W on’t you walk down Memory Lane with us?
As the UW School of Dentistry nears the 

75th anniversary of its founding, we’re reach-
ing out to alumni for the History Project, part 

of our new Class Connections alumni venture. (See Dr. Jessica 
Swoboda’s message on Page 5.) We’re asking you to reflect 
on your time at our School – the people, the programs, the 
achievements that have made us what we are. 

This won’t be a traditional history with dates, times and places. 
Instead, it will be a collage of recollections that will help show 
where we’ve been as we head into an exciting future. We’ll also 

Join us as we remember
our School, our people, our times

add contributions from senior and emeritus faculty and staff 
who have loomed large in our history.

To kick off the project in this issue, we’ll share reminiscences 
from alumna and longtime affiliate faculty member Dr. Car-
rie York, plus two key educators: former Dean Paul Robertson 
and Dr. Ken Morrison, our first Chair of Restorative Dentistry. 
The History Project will become a regular feature in the Dental 
Alumni News and will also be featured on our School’s website; 
look for the link on the Alumni pull-down menu.

We welcome your participation!  (See Page 32 for details.)  
– Steve Steinberg, Dental Alumni News Editor

Artist’s rendering of Health Sciences Center on 1967 postcard. 
(Courtesy of Dr. Gerald Harrington)

History
Project

The



Dr. Carrie York
Dr. Carrie York (’91), who is in private practice 
on Mercer Island, served as an affiliate faculty 
member in Restorative Dentistry for more than 
20 years.

Toughest stretch of school: 
For me it was second year, and 
I think that’s true for most of 
my classmates. I have one friend, 
though, who really didn’t like 
the first year, but then it turns 
out he was great with his hands 
and he did fine in second year. 
I was better with the books, so 
I did fine first year. Making 
your hands do what you’re sup-
posed to do for the second year 
is really hard, to create the things 
you’re supposed to create.

Third year was hard because it was different, and now you’re 
working with patients, and that’s stressful. I remember the first 
filling took me forever, but at the same time you’re working 
with patients, so it’s different than just being in the lab work-
ing on plastic teeth, or fake teeth for that matter. 

Fondly remembered: Dr. [Herb] Kashiwa was the head 
and neck anatomy guy, and he was great. Dr. [Brian] Toolson 
was really personable and kind and nice and I love him. I still 
do Christmas cards with him. [D-1 head lab technician Bill 
Loew] was wonderful and caring and good and nice and not 
flustered, and he didn’t get all mad at you and look frustrated, 
like “You people…” He was never like “That’s just stupid.” He 
was very “Yes, OK, let’s try to fix this.”

I have a picture of Dr. [Marty] Anderson with a crown and 
a cape on and he’s knighting someone. I wrote in our little 
caption, “He’s our king,” and I think he’s knighting someone 
with a giant mirror. 

Lighter moments:  In second year, we had just learned 
how to get each other numb, and we were in the old D-1 lab 
and somebody said [to a classmate], “I dare ya –  I’ll pay ya ten 
bucks if you get yourself numb.” So he sets up this mirror on 
the cart and then got his syringe and his needle, and he got 
himself numb. It was pretty funny. We were all watching him, 
looking at the anatomical landmarks, because we just learned 
all this. He’s like, yeah, he did it himself in the mirror. Rock on! 
Now he’s an orthodontist and he doesn’t get anybody numb, 
so it’s sort of humorous.

[Another classmate] was really a ladies’ man. We had a holi-
day gift exchange, and he would always get these obnoxious  
pinup calendars – weird stuff that he was always so proud of, 
he’s such a big ladies’ man. Now he practices in Alaska.

Practice management learning curve: I learned things as 
an associate over time. I also did temporary stuff or did tem-
porary hygiene and I learned things from other offices, like 
“Ooh, that works,” or “Ooh, that doesn’t work,” and it was 
kind of interesting to learn different pieces of the business like 
recall, or how do you call different people, how much do you 
charge for this, or how do you run the day. It took a long time 
till you got comfortable – I mean, it’s still something I struggle 
with every day, the whole “I gotta have enough money to pay 
the bills” kind of thing. It’s still something you worry about. 
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Dr. Carrie York (center) relishes the relationships she forged as a student with classmates such as Dr. Elizabeth Bell (left) and Dr. Katherine Hakes, who remain friends to this day.  (Courtesy of Dr. Carrie York)

 With fellow student 
Jay Morrow (’90), 
presenting an 
award to Dr. 
Robert Canfield 
of Restorative 
Dentistry. (Courtesy 
of Dr. Carrie York)

“I remember the first filling  
took me forever…” 

– Dr. Carrie York (’91)



Dr. Paul Robertson
Dr. Paul Robertson was Dean of the School of 
Dentistry from1992 to 2001. After continuing 
to teach in the Department of Periodontics, he 
retired at the end of this spring.

 Dentistry’s ties with the School 
of Medicine: I think dentistry 
tends to be isolationist, and 
most dental schools across the 
United States are isolated from 
the other schools on the cam-
pus – they just train dentists 
and that’s it. This school was 
established at exactly the same 
time as the medical school, and 
as a result the relationships 
between the medical school 
and dental school were excel-
lent and remained excellent – 

so excellent that in fact when the search proceeded for the 
[current] medical dean, Paul Ramsey, I was named chair of the 
search committee as dean of dentistry. … It’s a very good ex-
ample of how much interaction there was between the two 
schools.

Becoming a research powerhouse: Roy Page, Beverly 
Dale, Tim DeRouen, Sam Dworkin, Sue Herring  and their 
colleagues contributed in a major way to make this the num-
ber-one research dental school. All held joint appointments 
in Medicine or other Health Science schools. Moreover, Roy 
Page insisted that all faculty contribute to research in some 
way. Linda LeResche [currently Associate Dean for Research] 
is still trying to keep that movement going.

Stability in the deanship: I think Karl (Dr. Karl-Åke Om-
nell, his predecessor, who served from 1981 to 1992) and I had 
a similar outlook about the importance of trying to combine 
teaching and research and patient care and public service. 
That was a role that gave the school stability and the faculty a 
chance to pay attention to their teaching and research rather 
than be involved in the political upheaval [that the School 
faced in the 1970s]. 

A dean’s constituencies: I worked for the faculty, I worked 
for the patients, I worked for the students, I worked for the 
[UW] president through the provost, I worked for government 
agencies, I worked for the Food and Drug Administration, and 
keeping all of those constituencies happy is a full-time job. 
… I tried to go to every district dental society meeting every 
other year so that I could be in Kitsap and Yakima and Spo-
kane, because the School of Dentistry represented the state 
and had students from all over the state. …[At the outset of 
his deanship,] the alumni just reached out and welcomed me, 
just hugged me, and made me feel like I was home.

Life in the old lab: The old 
laboratory was stainless 
steel, flat, tables as far as you 
could see. It got way too hot 
in the summer with all the 
Bunsen burners and it got 
way too cold in the winter 
because all the seals on all the 
windows were failing. … In 
all fields, people realized that 
we needed to move more and 
more toward learning how to 
do things on a simulator that 
was close to a human being, 
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“We had the top percentile on national boards. We had 1,000 applicants for 
50, 60 positions. It’s like when the Huskies were headed to the Rose Bowl.”

 – Dr. Paul Robertson, former Dean

T h e H is tory P r o j e c t

Dr. Paul Robertson credits fellow former Dean Karl-Åke Omnell (right, 
with the late Dr. Johnny Johnson, ’55) with laying the groundwork for the 
successful renovation of the D-1 Simulation Laboratory.
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as close to a human being as possible. At the same time, the 
D1 lab was in shambles. It was dirty, it was unhealthy, it had 
students there at 3 o’clock in the morning.

Karl should get all the credit [for the new D-1 lab, which 
was built during Dean Robertson’s tenure]. He got the uni-
versity to give him about half a million dollars to have a study 
conducted of the dental school facility, which had been built 
in the 1940s. … So Karl had an outside, unbiased group, ar-
chitects and engineers, come in and survey this place and make 
recommendations on how it could be upgraded in situ.

So when I arrived, Karl had a road map all laid out for me, 
and one of the major recommendations was that a whole new 
simulation and bioengineering approach be taken to the D1 
laboratory. Make it  multi-use. There wasn’t even Internet to 
everybody’s office when I arrived here at the dental school! 
There were just stations where there was Internet. So the place 
had fallen behind in a physical sense. Well, I used Karl’s work 
– submit to upper campus, through upper campus, to the Leg-
islature for seed money for the D1 lab and other clinical areas 
that were serving the public – DECOD, for example, which 
was unique. And they gave me something over $3 million. And 
I took that, and they hinted that I needed to do everything I 
could do to match it. 

The campaign was a resounding success and we did very 
well, and not only did we totally demolish the D1 lab and put 
in the simulators, we also put in Internet lines in every office. 
[Other changes included] new rugs, paint, new lights, new 
dental chairs, new technology, new equipment and then as a 
faculty, everyone got excited doing that. 

Dr. Charles Bolender (then Chair of Prosthodontics): 
Chuck Bolender chaired the D-1 planning and construc-
tion.  He was way ahead in educational processes. He had an 
honors program. He took seniors who were really interested in 
prosthodontics, made them honor students. They then would 
meet quarterly with the whole faculty at a nice dinner and 
they’d talk about new and innovative approaches. And those 
honor students would pay back by teaching, coming back the 
next year and teaching. Every one of them did it. And so the 
prosthodontics clinic which used to be located on D-4 was filled 
with these new graduates who were Chuck’s honor students. 
And everybody jumped on that bandwagon. 

Era of good feeling: People felt good about the school. 
Educationally and clinically, we were highly ranked in the 
country and the number-one research dental school. … And I 

could go out and talk to the alumni who had been here during 
the hard times and say we had a 100 percent pass rate on the 
regional boards. We had the top percentile on national boards. 
We had 1,000 applicants for 50, 60 positions. It’s like when the 
Huskies were headed to the Rose Bowl.

I think part of it was that I really enjoyed it. The chairs of 
the departments were not my chairs, they were my friends. And 
we’d argue over most major decisions, but we were all friends, 
and we’re friends today, and I enjoyed it. And my own research 
was going well and then I became the coordinator of Health 
Sciences. … We were an equal partner with Medicine, with 
Nursing and with Arts and Sciences and Engineering and so 
it was just a good time, just a happy, good time.

They offered me a third term and I said, “You know, I’ve 
had 10 years and I enjoyed every minute of it.” With another 
five years, I don’t think I would do as good a job, because it’s a 
hard job. And so I was lucky on both ends. I arrived at exactly 
the right time and I left at exactly the right time. 

Dr. Ken Morrison
In 1970, Dr. Ken Morrison became our first 
Chair of Restorative Dentistry after the merger 
of the Department of Fixed Partial Dentures and 
the Department of Operative Dentistry.

I think probably the greatest 
reason for any success I had as 
a chairman was because of the 
part-time staff of practitioners 
who came to spend either half 
a day or a day a week with stu-
dents. There’s just absolutely 
no question – I had the cream 
of the crop of dentists coming 
to work with students, and I 
used to call every year and ask 
if they would still be willing to 
come and work with students. 
Well, my successor was out of 

the [military] and what he did, he started to call these guys up 
and tell them when their days would be. Boy, they told him to 
go to hell. 

“I just marvel at the fact that those [World War II veterans] 
came back from the service and took dentistry and spread out everywhere, 

and I was real privileged to teach them.”
– Dr. Ken Morrison, first Chair of Restorative Dentistry

T h e H is tory P r o j e c t
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The renowned Dr. Gerald Stibbs: Gerry Stibbs was 
ambidextrous. He was the most skilled operator I have ever 
seen. They set up a session for him to make a movie of gold 
foil operation, and usually the cameraman who was shooting, 
they have to stop, go back and make corrections. They started 
the movie and Gerry started the operation, and there never 
was a hitch. They went completely through that operation, 
beginning to end, never had to pause to make a correction. 
Now, that is talent!

I asked Gerry if he would teach a student elective in gold 
foil operations, and he thought about it for a bit and he said, 
“Yeah, I think I could do that.” So I told the 
senior class that they had an opportunity 
to do gold foil operations under the most 
talented man there was in the field. I said, 
“I know you’re not going to have much 
gold foil in your practice and very few can 
do that, but you’ll learn a discipline that 
will be valuable to you regardless what you 
do.”  So they bought it and we had those 
students down there with Gerry, and it was 
great to see.

Biggest challenges: Making sure that 
my students were getting the instruction 
that was appropriate, whether it was in the 
laboratory or in the clinics, and that required a good staff and 
I was fortunate in having that. I think we produced pretty 

good dentists, and they had to pass the state board, of course, 
when they graduated. One of the state board examiners said, 
“If I flunked one of your graduates because of his training, I’d 
have to flunk everybody else from other schools,” so you know 
that was pretty great. 

Favorite teaching moments: I think the courses I taught 
in dentistry to the returning [World War II] veterans – those 
were my favorite courses. Those guys were just strictly busi-
ness, and it was a pleasure to teach those guys – they just turned 
out to be fine dentists. Many of them became leaders in their 
communities, and of course you could see that when you’re 

traveling around a little bit. You’d meet 
them and visit with them and find out what 
they’re doing, and that’s very rewarding. 

… I just marvel at the fact that those 
guys came back from the service and took 
dentistry and spread out everywhere, and I 
was real privileged to teach them.

Dr. Saul Schluger: Well, they brought 
Saul from New York to establish the De-
partment of Periodontics, and  Saul had an 
overpowering personality. He did a hell of 
a job. He really put that department on the 
map and he earned the respect of everyone 
in this area. 

Dr. Eugene Natkin and Dr. Gerald Harrington: They 
did a great job with the Endodontics department. They put 
that department on the map too, and they did a first-rate 
job. … [Gene has] a hell of a sense of humor, but he’s also 

very, very, very meticulous about anything 
that he taught, and Gerry is right along in 
that department.    

Dr. Gerard Schultz: Some part-time in-
structors came to me and said, “You know, 
that Schultz is just so damn slow, I don’t know 
if he’s gonna make it,” and I said, “You just 
simply couldn’t be more wrong. The reason 
he seems so slow is that Gerry holds himself 
up to a very high standard, and Gerry won’t 
give up until he either meets or comes as 
close as he is capable of coming to meet 
that standard, and that is Gerry Schultz.” 
Absolutely, and that proved to be true 
throughout his career. 

Dean Maurice “Jack” Hickey: He was 
a great administrator. Any time you had 
a question for him, he’d check this little 
spiral notebook he always had in his shirt 
pocket and then tell you “Yes,” “No” or 
“I’ll get back to you within 24 hours.” And 
he always did. 

Let us  
hear from you!

If you have a great memory (or a 
few) from your time at the School, 

send it to us at ss55@uw.edu 
with “History Project” in the 

subject line. There’s no limit on 
subject matter or length, and we 
especially welcome photos in any 

format – digital or print.

T h e H is tory P r o j e c t

Dr. Morrison calls Dr. Gerald Stibbs (front row, third from left), whom he 
asked to teach students an elective course in gold foil, “the most skilled 
operator I have ever seen.” (Courtesy of Dr. J. Martin Anderson)
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Dr. Theresa Cheng (Perio ’85) found herself deeply 
moved by the article in the Seattle Times: A woman 
had dropped everything to care for her 22-year-old-

son, who had been seriously wounded while serving in Iraq. 
With three sons of her own and a Seattle-area practice in 

which she and her staff made annual volunteer outings, Dr. 
Cheng felt compelled to offer help. She offered the soldier’s 
mom free care – and that was just the beginning. She went 
on to provide care for other family members of veterans and, 
ultimately, the veterans themselves.

Today, Dr. Cheng runs a program that matches veterans 
with dentists who provide free care. Her grass-roots effort 

doesn’t garner monetary contributions or much publicity, 
yet it has steadily grown during the past six years. About 150 
dentists in Washington and elsewhere have joined forces with 
her to treat about 30 veterans a year. Now she’s casting a net 
for more dentists. 

“Besides dental work, the trust, caring and social aspects 
that we provide is a powerful healing factor to these veterans,” 
says Dr. Cheng. “Oftentimes, they tell us that this restores 
their faith in humanity.”

Dr. Cheng focuses on low-income veterans who have served 
in war zones as long ago as World War II. 

Typically, veterans find Dr. Cheng via the Internet or are 
referred by Veterans Affairs social workers or vet centers. To 
assess eligibility, needs and commitment, she requires the vet-
eran’s discharge document and conducts a phone interview, 
after which she finds a nearby dentist.  

Most veterans require fillings, extractions or a partial den-
ture. Some dentists have done crowns and almost full-mouth 
rehab cases. The goal is to relieve pain and infection and make 
the patients  reasonably comfortable. With a dental home, 
the veterans can obtain cleanings and quick exams. If they 
have a cavity later, they’ll come back for that. “It’s all about 
relationships,” says Dr. Cheng. 

Some young veterans just need a cleaning and preventive 
care, while others may need much more. “They take meds 
and have dry mouth,” says Dr. Cheng. “Others want their 
whole mouth taken care of or an infected tooth taken out.”

Dr. Cheng’s philosophy is to provide care at the veteran’s 
comfort level. And whatever dentists are willing to do, she 
can match them with a veteran. 

Martin Brazier, an Air Force veteran who served in Vietnam, 
called Dr. Cheng to inquire about treatment for himself and 
his wife after reading about the dentist in the Seattle Times.

“The VA takes care of most medical challenges, but not 
all of them,” he says. “They don’t take care of the dental side 
unless you’ve been wounded in combat and have a certain 
percentage of disability. … After 2008, the economy went 
south and we could not afford the dental help that we needed.”

After initially seeing an Issaquah dentist, he was referred 
to a dental specialist with great results.

“I was treated with a lot of quality care and respect, like 
other people,” Brazier says. “I go back to the Issaquah den-
tist for checkups and cleanings every six months. My wife 
went to a dentist in Issaquah and it was a really phenomenal 
experience for her.

“It’s been a major, major blessing for Dr. Cheng to step up 
to do this. No one should go without dental care.”

“There is a perception among the dentists that low-income 

Dr. Theresa Cheng
Connecting veterans  

with care

profiles in service
By RHONA SCHWARTZ
Contributing Editor
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veterans are gun-toting, hotheaded, uncaring 
people,” Dr. Cheng says. “There’s an under-
current of being scared.” She has a different 
take, however. 

“They really are the sweetest people – so 
patient, so grateful, so accepting. They’ve en-
dured so much. Many are going to school and 
looking for a job and/or a place to live. Some 
are going through a divorce, too.” 

Several School of Dentistry alumni have an-
swered Dr. Cheng’s call. “I got involved when 
Dr. Cheng contacted me directly to see if I 
would be interested in helping a vet she was 
seeing who lives here in Bellingham,” says Dr. Eric McRory 
(’95).  “I’m not sure how Dr. Cheng got my name, but I was 
willing to help, as I have some veterans in my own family and 
I especially appreciate the job that all veterans have done for 
our country in the past 10 years in the Middle East.”

Another alum, Dr. Meghan Crawford (’09), had opened 
her Seattle practice last fall while hoping to provide donated 
care. She also read about Dr. Cheng in the Seattle Times and 
thought her program sounded like a good fit. She’s already 
doing an immediate complete upper denture and removable 
partial lower denture for one veteran and plans to do follow-
ups and cleanings as needed.

“The veterans in Dr. Cheng’s program are participat-
ing because their oral health is important to them,” says Dr. 
Crawford. “It’s very satisfying as a dentist to not just deal 
with emergencies and extractions, but also to help someone 
improve their health and function long-term.” 

Surprisingly, veterans don’t receive dental benefits from the 

VA unless they have 100 percent service-con-
nected disabilities. Other programs are available, 
but their sliding scales can still be prohibitive. 

Because veterans are fiercely independent, 
Dr. Cheng clearly defines their obligation: 
Maintain good oral hygiene. Be on time for 
appointments. Save up and plan for subsequent 
cleanings and dental care. 

“It would be great if all our dentists do some-
thing for low-income war veterans, be it with 
mobile vans or at their office,” says Dr. Cheng. 
“Specialists are very much needed too, and I 
encourage the general dentists to approach the 
specialists they usually work with.”

After selling her Issaquah, Wash., practice 
two years ago to Dr. Ken Akimoto (Perio ’98), 
Dr. Cheng worked in the office twice weekly 
until June. While she continues to volunteer at 
the Medical Teams International dental van in 
Seattle-Bellevue and doesn’t rule out full-time 
practice again, her priority remains the “Serve 
Our Vets” program.

“I need more time to get it going,” says Dr. 
Cheng, who says she hasn’t registered the all-
volunteer program as a nonprofit because she 
prefers to keep things simple. “I don’t want to 
do fund-raising,” she says. 

“Theresa is an amazing, caring person. I 
got involved because she asked me,” says Dr. 
Susan Hollinsworth (’78), an affiliate professor 
for Dental Public Health Sciences who has a 
practice in Kent, Wash.

“I would encourage other dentists to treat 
veterans because they deserve our support and they are ex-
tremely appreciative of the services we provide for them,” 
says Dr. Hollinsworth. “It truly warms your heart and makes 
you feel proud to be an American and thankful for the service 
they provide for us.” 

profiles in service

Dr. Theresa Cheng (right) and assistant Christine Hong care for a World War II 
veteran during a volunteer day for veterans in 2013.

“Oftentimes, 
[veterans] 
tell us that 

this restores 
their faith in 
humanity.” 
—Dr. Theresa Cheng

Want to help? Here’s how
For more information or to volunteer your dental servic-

es, contact Dr. Theresa Cheng at  drcheng2014@gmail.

com. She also welcomes leads to other health profession-

als who might be interested in helping veterans. Learn 

more at her website: www.serveourvets.weebly.com. 

You can also watch a video about her outreach at www.

youtube.com/watch?v=n2WWwIaSGG0.



enjoyed learning from teachers such as Dr. William Am-
mons (Perio ’70) and Dr. Robert Johnson (Perio ’71). And 
there was more.

“You had those phenomenal UW departments of im-
munology and bioengineering,” he says. “[Dr.] Rich 
Darveau (now Chair of Perio) was really getting on a roll 
with his research. Grad Pros was also doing phenomenally 

well. … It was just exciting listening to these 
guys, being in a seminar with them.”

At the same time, Dr. Dixon was work-
ing on his PhD in oral biology, which he 
completed in 2005. Then he took a post 
as a senior research microbiologist at the 
USADTRD-Walter Reed Army Institute of 
Research in Great Lakes, Ill. He became the 
institute’s chief of immunology and deputy 
commander.

From 2009-12, he taught in the Army 
periodontics program at Fort Gordon, 
Ga., and served as regional research direc-
tor. From 2012-14, he was Dental Clinic 
Commander (OIC) and Chief of Periodon-
tics at West Point, where his many cher-
ished memories include a surprise meet-
ing with former President George W. Bush 
during an early-morning gym workout.

Now he’s back here with his wife of 
22 years, Jennifer, and their son, 12, and 
daughter, 16. He’s intrigued by the poten-
tial of genome research for periodontics and 
oral health in general. “We could learn how 
to be proactive [in treatment] for the next 
10-15 years of a patient’s life, rather reac-
tive,” he muses. “We’re still treating cases of 
significant periodontal destruction, and now 

we are beginning to understand the genetic basis of these 
conditions.” 

Acknowledging Perio’s special relation with Grad Pros, 
he believes that dentistry will continue to be ever more in-
terdisciplinary: “A full-mouth multi-specialty approach to 
care is the future.”

Dr. Dixon hopes to imbue his students with a certain 
esprit. He puts it this way: “Our program doesn’t just pick 
individuals, but rather, the programs strives for those who 
will be leaders, excellent clinicians and researchers.”  

Between Dr. Douglas Dixon’s Periodontics certifica-
tion at the UW in 2001 and his full-time return, 13 
years elapsed. They’d been productive years, includ-

ing exciting research in microbiology and immunology as 
an Army periodontist. But all the same, he remembers how 
pleased he was to be back.

“When I came back, I saw so many people from 13 years 
ago,” he recalls. “That tells you people are 
happy to be here doing what they’re doing.”

He’s happy about his new job, too: This 
summer, Dr. Dixon started as the director of 
our Graduate Periodontics program, over-
seeing the work of the department’s resi-
dents, with four new ones arriving each year. 
The challenges he faces are clear to him.

“How do you take a storied program and 
make it better?” he asks. “How do you take 
the strengths of the past and balance them 
toward the future?”

He’s no stranger to challenges, however. 
The Pennsylvania native grew up in a blue-
collar Pittsburgh clan, the first one of his 
family to attend college. With his interest 
in the basic sciences and gregarious nature, 
dentistry held a natural attraction.

“I really like having the opportunity to 
sit and talk with patients,” he says, also not-
ing his strong interest in research. 

“We really have the best of both here – a 
phenomenal clinical program and great re-
search,” he says.

It was that reputation that attracted him 
here for his Perio training. After graduating 
from the University of Pittsburgh in 1989, 
he earned a DMD from Pitt’s dental school 
in 1993 and completed an Advanced Education in General 
Dentistry residency at Fort Campbell, Ky., a year later. For 
four more years, he served as an Army dentist in Germany, 
Hungary and Texas. Then it was on to the UW.

“I really loved Seattle – it was great being here,” he says. 
He’d arrived too late to study under the storied Dr. Saul 
Schluger, but there were still plenty of other high-profile 
figures in Perio.

“Bob O’Neal was the program director, and he was 
great to me,” Dr. Dixon says, adding that he thoroughly 

Enjoying a return engagement 

Dr. Douglas Dixon

Department of Periodontics

faculty spotlight

“We really have 
the best  

of both here—
a phenomenal 

clinical  
program and 

great research.”
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Kerry and Joni Ishihara
Edmund and Amy Kwan
David Mathews and 

Katherine Crabill
James and Janice McGraw
Wendy Mouradian and Jean-

Loius Dethier
Paul and Julie Nelson
Gerald Nielsen
Don Pratten
Michael Sebastian 
Peter Shapiro and Diane 

Aboulafia
Frank and Charlene Spear
Gary and Christine Wolf

PRESIDENT’S CLUB
$2,000 - $4,999
J. Martin Anderson and Lynn 

Gabriel
Gary and Cathy Backlund
Larry and DeAnne Baer
Ronald Barclay
Kenji and Marci Beppu
James and Frances Bogden
Jason and Danica Bourne
Virginia Campbell
Class of 2003
Class of 2011
Jeffrey Coil
Bryan and Linda Edgar
Jay Enzler
Brett and Susan Fidler
Henry and Anne Fields
Willard Filion
Tommy Fong and Vivian 

Bennett
Mark and Joan Freeman
Ty Galvin
Donald and Julie Gardner
Fred and Kumiko Hasegawa
John and Dona Holyoak
Cheryl Hungate
Janice Ikeda and Gary 

Anderson
Louis and Claudia Isquith
John Linvog
David Mast
David and Susan Minahan
Ralph and Rosemary O’Connor
Wesley and Mae Odani
Kevin and Kerrie O’Neill
Dana and Victoria Otterholt
Stephen Ottosen
Sidney and Irene Patten
Laura Paulson
Mark and Diane Paxton
Eugene and Anita Peeples
Stanford Prince
Jerald and Misty Pruner
James and Linda Ribary
Patricia Rothwell and 

Stephen Knaup
Thomas Rude
Dale and Carol Ruemping
Karen Sakuma and Gary 

Ikeda
Rebecca Slayton and Larry 

Peterson
James and Salli Sledge
David and Patricia Steiner
Gracie Sturdivant
Robert and Diane Tanner
David and Judith Turpin
Robert and Lola Vance
Barbara Billings and Ernest 

Vogel
Richard and Laury Volwiler
Mark and Barbara Walker
Rodney Wentworth and R. Jill 

DeMarco

Lennard and Serena Hendrickson
Norbert and Nancy Hertl
Timothy Hess
Thinh Ho
Susan Hollinsworth and George 

Adams
Dennis and Linda Hoofnagle
Monita Horn
Lihfen Huang
Douglass Jackson
Kevin and Carla Johnson
Michael and Melinda Johnson
Richard and Marol Johnson
Robert and Linda Johnson
Cameron and Angela Jolley
James and Julie Jones
Richard and Teresa Jones
Donald and Andrea Joondeph
Warren Judd
Stacy and Rose Kanda
Ross Kaplan
Kevin Keane
Akiko Kumagai
Stephen and Julie Kurumada
Richard Lee
John Liu and Kari Jordal
Brian Loftus
Walter Long
Dean and MaryCarol 

Luddington
Harvey and Carolyn Matheny
Molyneaux Mathews
Sonja McCoy-Valrey and Marvin 

Valrey
Carol McCutcheon and Luis 

Aguilar
Patrick and Elke McKenzie
James and Ruth Menzies
Paul and Danielle Murphy
Alejandro Narvaez and Norma 

Zavala 
Jeffrey and Marsha Nemitz
Neil Nicholson and Seok Lim
Robert and Karen Nieman
Todd Okazaki
Robert and Katherine Ortblad
Oscar Peña
Nhi Pham
Khayat and Anne Philippe
David and Norma Priebe
Donald Primley
Richard and Karen Prince
Marilyn Pulliam
Donald and Alda Raleigh
James and Vivian Rosenwald
Carol Ross and Walter Moorhead
Gordon and Marcia Sako
Shahrzad Sarram
Terra and Andrew Schmidt
E. Ricardo Schwedhelm
Herbert and Elaine Selipsky
Ronald and Sandra Snyder
Annie Sohn and Anton Kucer
Denny Southard

Benjamin Spiger
Arthur and Lois Stein 
Ben Studebaker
Henry and Penelope Surbeck
Kenyu and Midori Takamoto
Steve and Elda Rae Teel
LaRae VanDerschelden
Tiina Oviir and Don Vendetti
Michael Vermette
Andrew and Terrie Vorono
Dorothea White
Priscilla Wig
Melvin and Miriam Wilenzick
Reid Winkler
David and Janice Witzel
Clark and Suzanne Wohlford
Philip and Ruth Worthington
Ryan Wynne
John and Michelle Yae 
Helen Youm
Carrie York and Mark 

Williams
Charles and Maureen Swift

DEAN’S CLUB
(YOUNG ALUMNI)
Whitney Frank
Geoffrey Greenlee
Adam Jensen
Patricia Labbee
Dorothy and Casey Nelson
Travis Nelson
Avina Paranjpe
Heidi Sarff
Brandon Seto
Rolanda Ward
Ryan Wieseler
John Young

$500 - $999
Kenneth Agronin
Steven Albright and Paula Cipolla
Ann Azama and Randall Lee
James and Rebecca Bagley
Bill and Debra Bethards
Michael and Jennifer Bowman
Pardeep and Paula Brar
Robert Chaddock
Radhika Chigurupati 
Courtney Chinn
Deb Crowfoot
Colin Del Rosario
Richard and Gabriele Duringer
Mark and Lisa Egbert
Natasha Flake and Larry Zweifel
Larry and Susan Forsythe
Burton and Edna Goodman
John Hanna
Angelica Hernandez
Frank Hodges
Kathleen Isdith
Jim Janakievski
Vincent and Michelle Kokich
William and Barbara Lavine

Names in boldface have been Dean’s Club members for the last five years or more

Honor Roll of Annual Donors 2013-2014
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Douglas and Lyn Lee
Linda LeResche and Michael 

Von Korff
Shirley Locke
June Maston
George McIntyre and Pollene 

Speed-McIntyre
Robert and Cari Meyers
James and Nancy Mills
Robert Monsen
Patrick and Alissa Mullally
Thoa Nguyen
Karl-Åke and Lena Omnell
Maria Ordonez
Evan and Kathryn Perry
Richard and Anna Presland
William and Sara Proffit
Caterina Pruzzo
Rich and Terri Radmall
Robert and Lucy Sherman
Curtis and Ruby Smith
Richard and Deborah Sodergren
Stephen Spender
Andy and JoAnn Stergachis
June Sun
Mahmoud and Ashi Torabinejad 
Eugene Tynes
Richard and Joy Ulrey
Timothy and Catherine Wandell
Fred and Cristel Wemer
Ernest and B. Gail Yamane

$250 - $499
Johan Aps
Mannie Badyal
Samuel and Martha Baker
Betsy Barrett
Melanie Bian Lee
John Hixson and Susan Bick
Robert and Susanne Campbell
Gary Cavaness
Richard and Susan Chodroff
Richard and Carolyn Christensen
Russell and Claudia Christensen
Charles Cohen
Beverly Dale-Crunk and 

Frederick Crunk
Diane Daubert and Kip Wiebusch
Jessica DeBord
Christopher Delecki
Arthur and Katherine Dugoni
Richard and Mary Frank
David Hagel and Robyn 

McEachron
Enborg and Joyce Halle
Robert and Michelle Hardwick
Gerald and Madeline Harrington
John Henricksen
Michael Higashi
Dean and Lori Horie
Ronald and Misty Hsu
Gregory and Susan Huning
Haruo Ishikawa
Vaughn and Patricia Johnson
Rod Johnston

James and A. C. Calahan
Clifton Caldwell
Patricia Callihan
Jeffrey and Janie Camm
Michael and Char Campbell
Chad Carver
Lawrence Chen
Mae and Quinn Chin
Hashim Chothia
Adam Chu
Julidang Chue-Gomez
Chun-Hsi Chung
Chris Cole
Nate Cole
Kenneth and Sharman Collins
Suzanne Corbett
David Cotant
Christopher and Mary Lou Couri
Maureen Craig
Robert and Sheila Cushen
Barry Cutler
Thomas and Susan Cyr
David Dean
George Deitrick
Lisa Dekker-Reed
Dennis Di Julio
Laura Domoto
Diane Doppel
Ryan Doyle
Darrel Dreke
John Dumars
Patrick Fleege and Stephanie 

Marvin
Jay Fogle and Danielle Juarez
Lucinda Folsom
Arden Forrey
Jacob and Nicole Froerer
Julie Fuller
Jean Garber
John and Joanne Gardner
John and Marcia Gell
Anthony and Dani Giardino
Gayle Glenn
Michael Grant
George and Diana Gundersen
Molly Gunsaulis
Neil and Barbara Hansen
Paul Hasegawa and Pamela 

Stokes
Susan Herring and Norman Wolf
Charles and Marion Hodson
John Holmes
Irene and Glen Hunter
Gregg Hyde
Spencer Jilek
Heidi and Ben Johnson
Mark and Janine Johnson
William Jones and Bette Nicotri
Michael Jorgenson
Richard Jurevic and Beth 

Stevenson
Jeffrey Kashner
Mikael and Christie Kautsky
R. Marlin and Theresa Kay 
Donald Keene

Benoit Lalonde
Michael Layton
Robert and Jackie Lee
Steven Marinkovich and Karen 

Kant
Sara Marks
Laurene Marks-Wolf and Howard 

Wolf
Thomas Martin
Donna Massoth and Leo 

Santiago
James and Patricia McHugh
Monte and Eunice Merrill
David and M. Elaine Moberly
James and Barbara Newman
Joanne Nichols
Paul and Susan Nielsen
Richard and Lori Nii
Kent and Phoebe Palcanis
Rosa Peng 
Seth Perrins
Edgar and Susan Poremba
Amy Pryor
Martin and Tami Rabin
Susan Rivera
Stephen Russell
Kit Singh
Niharika Singh-Desai
Martha Somerman and Norman 

Schiff
Doris Stiefel
Marvin and Midge Swainson
James Thornton
Russell and Elizabeth Tom
Robert and Arlene Weis
Judson and Amelie Werner
Mark Wilson
Stephen and Lisa Woodard

$100 - $249
Jack and Frances Ancich 
Richard Ansong
Jack and Karen Armstrong
Donald and Tena Arstein
Charles and Julie Backman
James Baker
David and Darlyne Bales
Maria Barrales
O. Ross and Sheryl Beirne 
Carol and John Belton
Paul Benoit
Inese Bergman
Marriner and Maralyn Bingham
Gregory and Lorraine Birch
Dale and Gloria Bobb
Alexander and Mary Boer
Pierre Boudrias
Norman Bowman
Ed and Deborah Brinson
Dennis and Carol Brown
Kevin and Trish Brown
James and Alma Bryant
Kathryn Buffum and Dennis 

Lis-Sette
Daniel and Kristen Burr

Robert and Altha Kelley
Stephen and Laura Kern
Donna and Glen Kilburg
Amy Kim
James Knell
Richard Knoll
Obren and Lindsay Kokich
Richard Kuniyuki
John Lane
Peter and May Lau
Queenie Lau
Edward Lee
Douglas Leen
Wayne Lemley
Margaret Lewis and Robert 

Huppe
John and Elizabeth Little
Ronald Lo
Richard and Janet Lordahl
Amy Luedemann
Yvonne Lynott
John and Susan Magee
Shannon Magnuson and Timothy 

Sweatman
Peng Hsiao and Anne Maideen
Gary and Carmen Marshall
Julie Martin
Rich Martinez
Richard and Erlys McCoy
Robert McCulloch
Russell McKinley and Anne 

Herndon
Mike and Joanne Michael
Philip Mihelich
Dale Miller and Victoria Wang 

Miller
James and Nancy Miller
Fred Minahan
Edwin and Lisa Mitchell
Allen and Georgianna Moffitt
Jennifer Moffitt
Dallas and Joan Murdoch
Eugene and Marylee Natkin
William Neal
Ording and Deanna Nilsen
James and Joyce Oates
Dolphine Oda and George Bet-

Shlimon
Frederick and Gail O’Donnell
Adam and Tina Olsson
Matthew Paige
Elizabeth Palmer
Fuertel and Nancy Paris
James Parrish
Duane and Corinne Paulson
Robert and Denise Perkins
David and Sandra Pitts
Joan Ponti
James and Maryse Pritchett
Douglas Ramsay and Michelle 

Brot
Vaughn Ransom
James Robbins
Paul and Marjorie Robertson
Remy and Joseph Rogers

Michael and Ann Rosato
Howard and Ruth Rosenberg
Melvin and Judith Rugg
Stephen Saks
Juan Salazar
Brain and Kimie Sato
Joel Saulter
Richard and Carol Schrader
Steven and Anne Schwager
Larry and Cary Schwartz
Daniel Seetin
Abhishek Sharma
Cheryl Shaul
Robert Shaw
Elise Shoghikian
Jeffrey Short and Barbara Sheller
Laura and Joshua Smith
Janice Snyder
Hugh and Joan Sobottka
John and Jenness Starks
Steve and Sandra Steinberg
Andrew and Loribeth Steiner
Mark and Sheryl Stiefel
Douglas and Claudia Stuntebeck
Daniel  and Melody Sugars
Zongyang Sun
Richard and Mary Sundberg
Wayne and Cynthia Tanaka
Claire Tangvald
Shelby and Gerald Tarutis
Jeff Thomas
Ekapoj Thongin
Richard and Linda Troyer
Cindy Tseng
Norma Urena
James Vaden
Taryn Van Gerpen
Robert Vanarsdall
Christina Vanosdoll
Elizabeth Velan
Douglas and Margaret Verhoef
John Voudouris
Deborah Weber
Norma Wells
Glenn West
Lynn and LuAnne Whimpey
Joyce White
Robert and Debra Wiggins
Amy Winter
William Youdelis
Gary Yuen
Takish Ziad
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3M Company

AA Orthodontists Foundation

American Association of Endodontists

Anderson Foundation

Antidote Education Company

Beverly J. Jewell Memorial Foundation

Biodenta North America

Biomet 3i

Burkhart Dental Supply Company

Danaher Company

Delta Dental of Washington

Dentsply – GAC

Floyd & Delores Jones Foundation

GlaxoSmithKline

William T. Grant Foundation

Issaquah Dental Lab

ITI Foundation

Nakanishi Dental Lab

Nobel Biocare USA

The Oregon Community Foundation

Pacific Continental Bank

Permanente Dental Associates

Seattle Children’s Hospital  

Research Institute

Straumann

Sunstar Americas

Tucker Family Foundation

UW Dental Alumni Association

UW Orthodontic Alumni Association

WDS Foundation

Washington State Dental Association

GOLD PARTNERS

PURPLE PARTNERS
Align Technology Inc. • Colgate Oral Pharmaceuticals • J. Morita USA, Inc.• Patterson Dental Supply

Seattle-King County Dental Society • Stryker Corporation

The UW School of Dentistry relies on the annual contributions from our many Business Partners  
in support of students, faculty and programs. We encourage alumni and friends  

to consider these organizations that give so generously to our School.

PARTNERS
Advantage Professional Management • Affordable Dental Care • B & B Dental Ceramic Arts • Constantine Builders Inc. • Crest Oral-B 

Dental Group Practice Association • DMG America • Evergreen Pediatric Study Club • FISH of Cowlitz County • Guardian Dental 

Harris Biomedical • Kerr Manufacturing • Max Technologies • Northwest Radiography • O’Brien Dental Lab • Planmeca Inc., USA  

Physicians and Dentists Credit Bureau • Regal Financial Bank • SeaMar Community Health Centers 

The Richardson Group • WDIA/Nordic • Willamette Dental

BUSINESS
PARTNER 2014
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The Role of CD44 Receptor-Ligand Interactions in 
PDL Cell Migration

PI: Dr. Tracy Popowics
The long-term goal of this research is to define the role of CD44 receptor-
ligand interactions in the migration responses of periodontal ligament (PDL) 
cells such that therapeutic strategies to promote periodontal healing may 
be developed to target these mechanisms. Traumatic dental injury often 
includes tearing of the PDL or loss of the tooth upon impact. Current treat-
ments include a lengthy time period for recovery (6-12 months), such as in 
replantation of the tooth followed by splinting. Engineering PDL cell migra-
tion to the wound environment holds the potential to speed the tissue’s 
healing. Our hypothesis is that CD44/hyaluronan (HA) interactions mediate 
PDL healing through regulation of PDL cell migration. The rationale for 
this hypothesis is that the CD44 receptor regulates the formation of focal 
adhesions on the cell surface that participate in cell movement. Addition-
ally, a localized build-up of low molecular weight hyaluronan (LMW-HA), 
a pro-migratory ligand of CD44, occurs at wound sites. Thus, this study 
will investigate the role of CD44/HA interactions on the migration speed, 
traction forces, and focal adhesions of PDL cells. Migration paths of CD44 
wild-type (WT) and knockout (KO) PDL cells will be analyzed in culture using 
live microscopy with single-cell tracking. Micropost technology will be used 
to quantify cellular traction forces and focal adhesions. The results of this 
study will demonstrate the role of CD44/HA interactions in the mechanics of 
PDL cell migration and explore an important new direction for treatment of 
wound healing in oral tissues.

Functional Tooth Mobility  

PI: Dr. Zi-Jun Liu
Mobility is a fundamental characteristic of dental biomechanics, allowing 
the tooth to move within its socket to disseminate and relieve loads. Tooth 
mobility is determined structurally by periodontal tissues (ligament, gingiva, 
extracellular matrix and attachments to cementum and bone) and function-
ally by occlusal and muscular forces, and has been one of the most widely 
used periodontal parameters to determine individual tooth prognosis. How-
ever, excessive mobility may not be a valid indicator for extraction, because 
mobility is also an intrinsic protective and adaptive response. Effective treat-
ment planning requires an understanding of the normal range of tooth mo-
bility during function. Surprisingly, functional tooth mobility has never been 
directly measured; thus we know neither the normal range of movement 
nor the threshold for “excessive” mobility. Consequently, clinical guidelines 
for the management of unstable teeth do not exist. The lack of such data 
reflects the difficulty of making intraoral measurements during normal func-
tion as well as the impossibility of performing invasive studies on human 
subjects, much less clinical patients. Hence, we propose to develop a mini-
pig model. This species is the most accepted and well-described animal 

analog to human mastication, and its multi-rooted posterior teeth are quite 
similar to those of humans. Through the innovative combination of implant-
able miniature transducer technology for measuring 3D tooth root displace-
ment within its socket and accompanying alveolar bending and interstitial 
fluid pressure, we plan to examine the normal range of functional mobility 
of mesial roots of the maxillary first molar, and to assess how these physi-
ological kinetics are affected by various degrees of alveolar bone loss. The 
work will establish proof-of-principle for the engineering methods involved 
and baseline data for planned future studies that will investigate the prog-
nosis for teeth that are mobile because of loss of alveolar bone. The deliv-
erables of the proposed study will be the first in vivo determinations of how 
chewing displaces teeth, and the potential translational payoffs will be to 
develop better clinical strategies to preserve compromised teeth.

Healing Tooth: Engineered Peptides for 
Dramatically Enhanced Dental Care

PI: Dr. Mehmet Sarikaya
Co-PI: Dr. Greg Huang 
The proposed product is a dental restoration ingredient used to treat caries, 
hypersensitive teeth and loss of support anchoring the tooth to the jaw. The 
ingredient mineralization-directing peptide, named as MDP, in combination 
with Ca+2/PO4-3 ions, will be added to a wide range of over-the-counter 
and clinical dental products for controlling remineralization of the structure 
for teeth. By doing so, common dental ailments such as hypersensitive 
teeth and caries, due to demineralization, can be prevented and/or re-
versed providing a novel treatment strategy. The peptide-based product will 
be a component in oral health products, e.g., toothpastes, mouthwashes, 
and clinical treatments for patients particularly vulnerable to caries and 
hypersensitive teeth.

Straumann Roxolid Implants 

PI: Dr. Robert B. O’Neal
This is a randomized, controlled, multi-center clinical study evaluating two 
FDA-approved dental implants manufactured by the same company. The 
primary object of this study is to demonstrate that the two implants are 
equal when comparing their ability to maintain crestal bone height around 
the implant using dental radiographs over a period of 12 months. The 
secondary objectives of this study are to assess any difference in clinical 
outcomes between the two implants to include soft tissue response and 
patient satisfaction.

For details on any study at the School of Dentistry, contact Dr. Linda 
LeResche, Associate Dean of Research, at leresche@dental.washington.
edu, or Mary Beth Cunningham at mec@u.washington.edu, or the 
principal investigator.

research update

A sampling of current studies at the School of Dentistry (some abstracts may be condensed)
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n CLASS OF 1953
Dr. David O. Moline, Philomath, Ore.:  Still practicing one day 
each week and enjoying it.

n CLASS OF 1974
Dr. Sherwin Shinn, Gig Harbor, Wash.: Dr. Shinn and his lovely 
wife, Faria, proudly announce the birth of their daughter, Amnee 
Sameea, on March 16, 2014. She is already beautiful and talented 
well beyond her age. “Having and working with children is the key 
to longevity and this assures that I will live and prosper well into my 
90s,” says Dr. Shinn.

Dr. Shinn and his For World Wide Smiles nonprofit organization 
volunteered in rural Haiti during the last two weeks of July. “We had 
two dentists, two assistants, two equipment/sterilization techs, and 
a clinic operations manager from the States. We also had a dental 
hygienist from Australia and a Haitian dentist and interpreter on our 
team,” he says. “Using portable dental equipment, we delivered 
over $100,000 worth of quality dental care to several hundred pa-
tients. It was hot and sweaty and challenging, but we were proud 
to help so many deserving people who had no other access to 
dental care. Our next trip will be to Jamaica in the fall.”

n CLASS OF 1978
Dr. H. Kirby Skavdahl, Kennewick, Wash.: Still working four 10s 
at my perio practice. It has been a great journey to incorporate 
implant therapy into my practice and very satisfying to see how 
this technology has vastly changed treatment planning. I still work 
occasionally at Grace Clinic, where we serve the uninsured.  I plan 
to retire in five years, so am beginning my search for an associate 
who would like to transition to full ownership at that time. I am also 
a leader in the Spear Study Club, founded by my classmate Frank 
Spear. I highly recommend his institute – an invaluable resource!

n CLASS OF 1979
Dr. Darlene Chan, Seattle: Happily retired from clinical practice, 
immediate past president of American Association of Dental Consul-
tants, current director of Washington Oral Health Foundation, owner 
of Yellow Bird Vineyard in Walla Walla – the first dry-farmed grapes in 
Washington State – and grandparenting 9-year-old Gabrielle.  

Dr. Glenn Short was visiting from Rhode Island.  A group of the 
class gathered on the waterfront to enjoy each other’s company: 
Steve Schwager, Jeff Parrish, Glenn Short, Karen Sakuma, Dave 
Spooner, Jim Sledge, Dennis Welch and Bob Parker.  

n CLASS OF 1985
Dr. Keith Frome, Corvallis, Ore.: I am in private practice in Corval-
lis, Ore. In June 2013, my son Robert joined me in my practice. He 
graduated from Midwestern University School of Dental Medicine 
in Glendale, Ariz. in May 2013 with a DMD degree. Another son, 
Ryan, began dental school at Oregon Health & Sciences University 
in August 2012, but decided he wants to become an osteopathic 
physician instead. He has begun his studies at Rocky Vista College 
of Osteopathic Medicine in Denver. My third son, David, is applying 
to medical school. All of my sons are Eagle Scouts. Two of them 
were high school valedictorians. And all three served two-year mis-
sions for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. My only 
daughter, Melissa Frome Morrison, and her family recently moved 
back to Oregon after living in Ohio for four years.

I now have seven grandchildren, five from Melissa and two from 
Robert. Nothing could be better than being a grandfather!

I recently received the Silver Beaver Award in Boy Scouting 
for lifetime service. It was very humbling and unexpected. I was 
elected to the Linn-Benton Community College Board of Directors 
(or Trustees) in 2011 and now serve as board vice-chair. Next year I 
will serve as board chair.

My wife of 33 years, Wendy, is active in church and community 
activities. She has been president of our Church Relief Society 
organization three times. She was Cub Scout day camp director 
and program director in our district for three years. She was also 
president of our Church Stake Young Women’s Organization for 
three years. Currently, she is the chairperson of the 4th Congres-
sional District in the Oregon Republican Party. We live on 5½ 
acres and raise horses and chickens. Best wishes to everyone in 
the class. 

n CLASS OF 1988, ENDODONTICS
Dr. Patrick Taylor, Bellevue, Wash., was induct-
ed into the Omicron Kappa Upsilon dental honor-
ary society. Dr. Taylor, who is in private endodon-
tic practice, was also elected treasurer of the 
American Association of Endodontists. An affiliate 
faculty member at the UW since 1998, he serves 
as president of the Dean’s Club Board of Trust-
ees. He also concluded a term as president of 

the Seattle King County Dental Society this spring.

n CLASS OF 1991 
Dr. Brian K. Buchanan and Dr. 
Rahmelle C. Thompson, Litho-
nia, Ga., are proud to announce 
the anticipated addition of their 
daughter, Dr. Zerita Christine 
Buchanan, to Dental Dreams, 
LLC. She graduated from the 
University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill School of Dentistry 
on May 9, 2014. Zerita attended 
Lakeside High School in Seattle 
and graduated from The Paideia 
School and Spelman College in 
Atlanta, Ga.

class notes

Dr. Zerita Buchanan and  
Dr. Brian Buchanan
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reunions

n CLASS OF 2003 
AND 2009
Dr. Paul Amato and 
Dr. Rebecca Piha, 
Seattle.: We welcomed 
Jake and Avram Amato 
to our family on Feb. 22, 
2013.

n CLASS OF 2004, 
PROSTHODONTICS
Dr. Chandur Wadh-
wani, Bellevue, Wash., 
received the “Best 
Clinical Innovations 
Presentation” award at 
the annual meeting of 

the Academy of Osseointegration, held last March in Seattle.  
Dr. Wadhwani was in competition with 19 people for this award. 
The title of his presentation was “A Precision Implant-Locating 
Guide for Detection of Implant Prosthetic Misfit and Predictable 
Implant Radiography in a Simulated Model.” This was a very 
nice recognition of one of our own at a meeting that has an in-
ternational membership of 6,000.  

n CLASS OF 2008
Dr. Beth Jacobsen, Seattle: Dr. Beth Shaw, my partner and class-
mate, and I were featured in a local family-oriented magazine for 
the Laurelhurst and Windermere neighborhoods for our specially 
targeted Kids Days. We have themes with full costumes, decora-
tions, prizes, balloons, etc., and see only kids all day long. It is a 
really fun way to get kids excited about the dentist and start their 
oral health care education as early as possible while eliminating the 
intimidation factor of traditional dentistry.

n CLASS OF 1964
Thanks to the hard work of Tom Ware, our class representative, 
and his very able sidekick and bride, Linda Ware, the 50th an-
niversary celebration of the Class of 1964 was carried out with 
fantastic  success.  Randy Newquist, our great Director of Dental 
Alumni Services, was the anchor and guide for this much-appre-
ciated celebration.

Four opportunities to meet, greet and reminisce about “the 
good old days” were planned and enthusiastically attended.  Twen-
ty-four classmates attended one or more of the scheduled events. 

Dean Joel Berg invited the class to attend the graduation cer-
emony on June 7, 2014. Five ’64 grads and four wives accepted 
the gracious invitation, and our presence was acknowledged with 
heartwarming applause.  

A golf outing hosted by Harold Pebbles in Bremerton, Wash., 
on July 25 was attended by four classmates. There were no re-
ports of under-par scores. The ’64 class lunch was held in the 
University of Washington Club on the UW campus  that day and 
was attended by 16 persons. Included in the group were some of 
the wives of the classmates and Randy Newquist.  

On July 26, the classmates and some of the wives gathered 
for a tour of the new clinics and labs built since our graduation. 
What a big difference the years have brought.  I suspect that we 

On July 26, our class toured the School’s clinics and labs.

Dr. Rebecca Piha (’09), Dr. Paul Amato 
(’03) and their children, Avram and 
Jake.
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were all greatly impressed with the advances in equipment and 
dental facilities.

The class 50th-anniversary celebration was capped off by a 
delicious sit-down meal served in the Vista Café of the Genome 
Sciences Building.  To add a little zest to the evening, an open 

microphone was made available for classmates who had the urge 
to reminisce about glorious past events and personalities.  Words 
of appreciation were heartfelt.  Now it’s on to 2019, when those 
of sound mind, body and disposition will answer the call to cel-
ebrate our 55th anniversary.—Dr. Robert Flennaugh

n CLASS OF 1974

The Dental Class of 1974 held our 40-year reunion celebration at 
the Southcenter Doubletree Suites on June 13. About 50 class-
mates and significant others were in attendance. Together we ac-
knowledged and agreed that the Class of ’74 was the best dental 
class ever to graduate from the UW!  We were honored by the 
appearance of Dean Joel Berg, who spoke about the future plans 
for education in our great school. We had several musical groups 
provide stimulating entertainment and an “open mike” allowed 
class members opportunities to share their memories and accom-
plishments. Collectively we realized that we have treated well over 
a quarter-million patients since graduation!  A good time was had 
by all and it felt great to share the love again of our special brother-
hood. —Dr. Sherwin Shinn

n CLASS OF 1984
On June 13th over 40 members and spouses from the class of 
1984 gathered at Daniel’s Broiler in Bellevue.  We had classmates 
come from as far as Florida and Hawaii to reminisce and create 
new memories.  It was a great evening and we were fortunate to 
be invited by Mark Drangsholt and his wife, Heather Woloshyn, to 
continue the celebration at their home the following day.  Everyone 
had such a good time we are already planning for another event!  It 
was great to see everyone again!

n SEND US A NOTE!
Your classmates and friends want to know what’s 
happening in your life, so drop us a line. (Don’t forget 
those photos, either.) Our Class Notes are also an integral 
part of our new Class Connections project for the Alumni 
pages on our website (see Page 5) – the more notes we 
have, the better. Please send your material to randyn@
uw.edu. We’re waiting to hear from you!

n CLASS OF 1964, continued

Back to school for the Class of 1964!
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DR. MELVIN J. DRESCHER
CLASS OF 1950
Dr. Melvin James Drescher of East Wenatchee, Wash., a 
member of the School’s first graduating class, died on Dec. 
3, 2013. He was 90. He served in the Pacific Theater during 

World War II. After receiving his DDS, he and his wife, Marijo, moved to 
East Wenatchee, where Dr. Drescher established his dental practice in the 
King Street Building, which operated until his retirement in 1994.

DR. ROBERT G. MCLAUGHLIN 
CLASS OF 1950
Dr. Robert Gerald McLaughlin passed away peacefully on 
June 19, 2014 at the age of 94. He attended the UW as a 
member of the track team and was a graduate of the School 

of Dentistry’s first class. He was a member of the Seattle Yacht Club for 
more than 60 years and one of the founding members of the Orcas Island 
Tennis Club. 

DR. WARREN F. MCNEAL  
CLASS OF 1950, ORTHODONTICS CLASS OF 1963
Dr. Warren Franklyn McNeal died in his sleep on Jan. 25, 
2014. He was 87. He lived a life defined by adventure, as an 
Eagle Scout, professional, father, sailor and world traveler. A 

graduate of the UW’s first dental class, he started his dental practice in 
1951 in Yakima, Wash., and returned to the UW in 1961 for a two-year 
program in Orthodontics. He had a successful practice until his retirement. 
 

DR. ALTON M.G. NELSON  
CLASS OF 1950
Dr. Alton Marvin Grande Nelson passed away on July 4, 
2014 in Kirkland, Wash.  He was 90. After serving in the Air 
Force as a navigator/bombardier in the Pacific Theater of 

World War II, he and his wife, Helen, moved to Seattle so he could attend 
the UW. He was in the School of Dentistry’s first graduating class. For the 
next 63 years, the couple lived in Seattle, where he practiced in the Mount 
Baker district and then on Capitol Hill. His wife managed the dental prac-
tice and was also his assistant.

DR. ROBERT L. ANDERSON
CLASS OF 1951 
Dr. Robert L. Anderson passed away on March 10, 2014. He was 94. He 
practiced in Seattle until his retirement in 1999 and served as president of 
the Washington State Dental Association in 1974. He served with distinc-
tion as a lieutenant and then a captain with the 2nd Armored Division in 
Europe during World War II and was highly decorated for valor, and he also 
served as a dental officer in the Army during the Korean War. 

DR. KENNETH E. MCVEY
CLASS OF 1952
Dr. Kenneth E. McVey died on May 4, 2013 in Spokane, 
Wash. He was 90. He was the inventor of the E-VAC Dental 
Tip and a member of the American Dental Association.  

DR. HARLAND B. PETERSON
CLASS OF 1953 
Dr. Harland B. Peterson died on Feb. 7, 2013. He was a beloved Tacoma 
dentist for 55 years.

DR. CHARLES O. EVANS   
CLASS OF 1955 
Dr. Charles O. “Chuck” Evans died on June 18, 2014 at the 
age of 82. He practiced for more than 30 years in Parkland, 
Wash., with patients who included state senators and con-

gressmen. He served in the Army, and was known as a gifted woodworker 
who also competed nationally in downhill skiing races. 

DR. RUSSELL P. ESPOSITO       
ORTHODONTICS CLASS OF 1956 
Dr. Russell Paul “Russ” Esposito died on May 31, 2014, 
at the age of 94. He completed his certification  in Ortho-
dontics specializing in maxillofacial surgery at the School of 

Dentistry, and practiced that specialty in Spokane, Wash. He served as an 
Army dentist during World War II and as a Navy dentist during the Korean 
War, and participated in charitable organizations, including services to re-
construct cleft palate deformities in children. 

DR. ROBERT W. THOMPSON
CLASS OF 1959
Dr. Robert W. Thompson passed away on June 14, 2014 
at the age of 83. He practiced in Auburn, Wash., for more 
than 30 years. He volunteered his time with the elderly in 

a cerebral palsy home and was a certified Master Gardener. He was also 
a founding member of the Shank City Invitational Golf Tournament and 
played in the tournament for more than 40 years. 

DR. JACK RICHARDSON
ORTHODONTICS CLASS OF 1959 
Dr. Jack Richardson of Beaumont, Texas, died on Feb. 6, 2013. No further 
details were available
 

DR. WILLIAM H. CLEAVER
CLASS OF 1960 
Dr. William H. Cleaver passed away on March 10, 2014 after 
a 10-year battle with lymphoma and leukemia. He was 77. 
He started his practice in downtown Seattle in 1960 and 

retired in 2004.

DR. FRANK Y. KITAMOTO
CLASS OF 1965
Dr. Frank Y. Kitamoto of Bainbridge Island, Wash., died of 
heart and kidney complications on March 15, 2014. He was 
74. A nationally respected Japanese-American community 

leader, he returned to Bainbridge after graduation to begin a successful 
48-year dental practice. He was active in the Bainbridge Island Japanese 
community, the Bainbridge Island Japanese American Exclusion Memorial 
Association, Friends of Minidoka and the Bainbridge Island School District 
Multicultural Advisory Council.

in memoriam
As always, we are saddened to note the passing of classmates, colleagues and friends. To read a fuller accounting 
of their life stories, please go online to our School of Dentistry Alumni page at http://dental.washington.edu/alumni-
friends/ and click on “In Memoriam” under “Alumni & Friends” on the right side.
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DR. ANTHONY J. MILAN
CLASS OF 1965
Dr. Anthony John Milan died on Oct. 8, 2013 in Tacoma. He 
was 80. Dr. Milan loved skiing at White Pass, spending time 
with family and friends, and golfing at Fircrest. 

DR. JAMES MACFARLANE
CLASS OF 1967
Dr. James “Jim” MacFarlane died on Feb. 14, 2014 of natu-
ral causes while on vacation in Palm Desert, Calif. He was 
72. Dr. MacFarlane belonged to the American Dental As-

sociation and Washington State Dental Association and was president of 
the Kitsap County Dental Society. He was also a founding member of the 
Northwest Academy of Dental Science. He contributed extensively to the 
community through dental services and mentorship, as well as participat-
ing in various other organizations.

DR. BYRON M. NAKAGAWA
CLASS OF 1968 
Dr. Byron M. Nakagawa passed away on Nov. 21, 2013 in Seattle. He was 
70. He was a beloved West Seattle dentist for many years. 

DR. CHARLES O. HOLMES
CLASS OF 1973
Dr. Charles Oliver “Chuck” Holmes passed away on April 
1, 2014. Practicing privately in Des Moines, Wash., he had 
a career that spanned more than 40 years. Early on, Dr. 

Holmes was active in the Seattle-King County Dental Society, serving on 
numerous committees. He was past president of the UW’s Psi Omega 
dental fraternity, whose house he donated to the School of Dentistry with 
the national fraternity’s consent after the chapter became inactive. Pro-
ceeds from its sale funded the Psi Omega Scholarship, which continues to 
be awarded. 

DR. CURTIS E. CARLSON 
PERIODONTICS CLASS OF 1974, ORTHODONTICS 
CLASS OF 1986
Dr. Curtis Eugene “Curt” Carlson of Seattle died on March 
19, 2014. He was 71. Dr. Carlson received his DDS from 

the University of Illinois Chicago Medical Center in 1969 and served in the 
U.S. Navy as an intern at Oaknoll Naval Hospital and as a dental officer 
on the USS Samuel Gompers. He attended UW’s School of Dentistry for 
a combined four years of periodontal and orthodontic graduate school, 
while serving on the periodontal faculty, teaching at the undergraduate and 
graduate levels. Dr. Carlson maintained a full-time private practice in Bel-
levue, Wash., for 40 years.

DR. DANIEL M. TAYLOR  
ORTHODONTICS CLASS OF 1980
Dr. Daniel Miles Taylor passed away on Nov. 11, 2013 at his 
home. He was 63. He completed Orthodontics certification 
at the School of Dentistry and later served as an adjunct 

professor. He practiced near Snohomish, Wash., and was president of the 
Washington State Society of Orthodontics and a member of the American 
Board of Orthodontics and the Edward H. Angle Society of Orthodontists.
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BEQUESTS
Remembering the  
School of Dentistry  
in your Will

A charitable bequest is a gift to 

a charity made at death through 

a will or trust. You can make a 

bequest of any size, and direct 

the gift to support the purpose 

or program at the University of 

Washington School of Dentistry 

that is most important to you. 

Every day at our School, bequests 

already received help transform 

the lives of students, support 

excellent faculty and promising 

research, and enhance the public 

service the School provides to 

the community. Your bequest can 

continue this vital work and leave 

a lasting legacy.

For information, please contact 

Glenn West at 206-543-6017 or 

gwest@uw.edu.
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continuing dental education fall 2014

n FRIDAY, OCT. 31
CE1415: Clues to Your Patients’ Health: The 
Most Common Physician-Prescribed Medications
This course is designed for dentists, hygienists and dental 
assistants.

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Your patients are living 
longer thanks to their medications, but many of the 
physician-prescribed medications used by your patients 
have dental implications and side effects affecting your 
treatment plan. This presentation includes the indications, 
contraindications, and side effects of the most commonly 
prescribed medications. Many of these medications were 
not approved when you took your pharmacology course 
in dental school, and they represent 25 percent of all 
prescriptions taken by your dental patients. Familiarity with 
these drugs will provide the dental practitioner with a better 
appreciation for the health profile of your dental patient.
As a result of attending this course, you will know:
• Medications that could adversely interact with dental drugs.
• Why your patients are taking their medications.
• What oral side effects may be caused by these 
medications.
• Maximum doses for commonly prescribed pain 
medications.
• When not to prescribe NSAIDs.
• How to combine analgesics to maximize their effects.
• Indications and contraindications for opiate analgesics.
• Current recommendations for SBE and orthopedic 
prosthesis prophylaxis.

INSTRUCTOR: Harold L. Crossley, DDS, 
MS, PhD, is Professor Emeritus at the 
University of Maryland Dental School. Dr. 
Crossley received a BS in Pharmacy from 
the University of Rhode Island in 1964, and 
later an MS and PhD in Pharmacology. 
He received a DDS from the University 

of Maryland Dental School in Baltimore in 1980. Dr. 
Crossley has co-authored a number of articles and four 
books dealing with a variety of topics within the field 
of pharmacology. Other areas of expertise include the 
pharmacology of street drugs and chemical dependency. 

LOCATION: 
The Mountaineers Club
7700 Sand Point Way NE
Seattle

TIMES:
Registration and Continental Breakfast: 8 - 8:30 a.m.
Course: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

CREDITS: 7 

TUITION (includes lunch):
Until Oct. 29 ($25 more afterward): $279/dentist, $179/staff, 
$251/current Dental Alumni Association  member

REGISTER:
Download course application form or register online 
(available until two days before the course) at http://dental.
washington.edu/continuing-dental-education/ce1415/

n FRIDAY, OCT. 3
An Update on Implant Options for the Partially Dentated 
and Edentulous Patient Including Fixed Removable 
Prosthetics
Keith Phillips, DMD, MSD
This course is offered in partnership with the Seattle-King and 
Pierce County Dental Societies.
Register through Seattle-King County Dental Society.
Emerald Downs, Auburn
7 credits

n FRIDAY, OCT. 17
CE1413: Sixth Annual Washington Dental Service 
Practice Management Course
Oral Health to Total Wellness: Discover the Links and Learn 
the Practical Application
Susan Maples, DDS
Center for Urban Horticulture, University of Washington
7 credits

n MONDAY EVENING, OCT. 27
CE1417: Oral Ulcers and Sloughing Epithelium:  
An In-Depth Evaluation of the Causes
Dolphine Oda, BDS, MS
Health Sciences Building, University of Washington
-or-
Online as a live webinar
2 credits

n FRIDAY, OCT. 31
CE1415: Clues to Your Patients’ Health: The Most 
Common Physician-Prescribed Medications
Harold L. Crossley, DDS, MS, PhD
The Mountaineers Club, Seattle
7 credits

n SATURDAY MORNING, NOV. 1
CE1421: Management and Prevention of Gingival 
Recession: The Interactive Seminar
George K. Merijohn, DDS
Health Sciences Center, University of Washington
3.5 credits

n SATURDAY AFTERNOON, NOV. 1
CE1421L: KIWImethod® Minimally Invasive Gingival 
Grafting (hands-on course)
George K. Merijohn, DDS
South Campus Center, University of Washington
3.5 credits

n FRIDAY, NOV. 7
CE1423: Save the Day with Emergency Preparedness!
Bart Johnson, DDS, MS
Center for Urban Horticulture, University of Washington
7 credits

n FRIDAY, NOV. 14
CE1424: Dental Hygiene Update: Oral Cancer
Morning Topic: Affecting the Quality of Life of Your Patients 
Fighting Oral Cancer – Eric Statler
Afternoon Topic: Oral Epithelial Benign and Malignant 
Lesions: Emphasis on Early Detection – Dolphine Oda, BDS, 
MS
This course is presented in partnership with the Washington State 
Dental Hygienists’ Association.
Register through the Washington State Dental Hygienists’ 
Association.
Shoreline Conference Center, Shoreline
7 credits
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Like Us on Facebook

For registration information, visit 
www.uwcde.com or call 206-543-5448.

fall 2014
n SATURDAY, NOV. 15

CE1425L: Provisionalization of Single Implants in the 
Esthetic Zone
Yen-Wei Chen DDS, MSD and Sul Ki Hong, DDS
Health Sciences Center, University of Washington
7 credits

n FRIDAY, NOV. 21
CE1426: Perio Topics for Today’s Dental Practice
Morning: Perio Patient Information Management
Afternoon: Nutrition, Lifestyle and Perio: An approach that 
can change lives
Timothy Donley, DDS, MSD
Washington State History Museum, Tacoma
7 credits

n FRIDAY, JAN. 30
CE1440: Topics in Oral Medicine
Faculty of Oral Medicine
Location TBD
7 credits

n SATURDAY, JAN. 31
CE1441: Having Fun Welcoming Special Needs Patients 
to Your Practice
Bart Johnson, DDS, MS
Health Sciences Center, University of Washington
7 credits

n FRIDAY, FEB. 6
CE1451: Law/Lewis Annual Lecture in Pediatric 
Dentistry
Martha Ann Keels, DDS, PhD and Barbara Sheller, DDS, MSD
The Mountaineers Club, Seattle
7 credits

n SATURDAY AND SUNDAY MORNINGS, FEB. 14-15
CE1455: To Biopsy or Not to Biopsy: Interactive Soft 
Tissue Oral Pathology for the Dental Practitioner
Dolphine Oda, BDS, MS
Sheraton Maui Resort & Spa on Kaanapali Beach, Lahaina, HI
8 credits

n FRIDAY, SATURDAY, AND/OR SUNDAY, FEB. 20-22
CE1456: The Art and Science of Anxiolysis and Sedation 
in 2015 and Beyond – Nitrous Oxide and Oral Sedation
David Donaldson, BDS, FDSRCS, MDS, FADSA, FACD, FAAOP, FICD
Fred C. Quarnstrom, DDS, FADSA, FAGD, FICD, FACD, CDC
Mark Donaldson, BSP, PHARM D, FASHP, FACHE
Friday: Center for Urban Horticulture, University of Washington
Saturday and Sunday: Health Sciences Building, University of 
Washington
7, 14, or 21 credits

n FRIDAY, FEB. 27
Success with Direct Restorative Dentistry
Direct Anterior and Posterior Composite Restorations by 
Implementing Occlusion into Everyday Dentistry
Jose-Luis Ruiz, DDS, FAGD
This course is presented in partnership with Seattle-King and 
Snohomish County Dental Societies.
Register through Seattle-King County Dental Society.
Lynnwood Convention Center, Lynnwood
7 credits

n FRIDAY, MARCH 6
CE1461: A Journey Through the GI Tract: Clinical and 
Nutritional Implications for the Dental Professional
Barbara Bancroft, RN
Location TBD
7 credits

n SATURDAY, MARCH 7
CE1462: New Dimensions in Endodontics (hands-on 
course)
Alex Fleury, DDS, MS
South Campus Center, University of Washington
7 credits

n SATURDAY, MARCH 14
CE1463: Technology in the Dental Office
Morning: Technology Fundamentals
Afternoon: Advanced Technology Topics
Marcus Bing, IT Expert
UW Health Sciences Center
3.5 credits half day, 7 credits whole day

n FRIDAY, MARCH 27
CE1464: Ernest M. Jones Memorial Lecture
Oral Health Products for Home Use: What Should I 
Recommend?
Karen Baker, MS
Meany Hall, University of Washington
7 credits

n FRIDAY, APRIL 10
CE1471: Update in Periodontics
Faculty of the UW Department of Periodontics
Center for Urban Horticulture, University of Washington
7 credits

n SATURDAY, APRIL 11
CE1472: Cone Beam Technology – lecture and workshop
Johan Aps, DDS, MS, PhD and Peggy Lee, BDS, MSD, PhD
UW Health Sciences Center
7 credits

n FRIDAY, APR. 17
CE1473: Controlling Dental Pain
Bart Johnson, DDS, MS
Center for Urban Horticulture, University of Washington
7 credits

n FRIDAY, APRIL 24
CE1475: Offensive Dentistry
Brian B. Nový, DDS, FADI
The Mountaineers Club, Seattle
7 credits
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alumni calendar of events
n		SATURDAY, OCT. 11, 2014

ADA Dean’s Reception
5-7 p.m.
Marriott Rivercenter Hotel
Grand Ballroom, Salon B
101 Bowie St., San Antonio, TX

n		SATURDAY, OCT. 25, 2014
Dental Alumni Football Event & Game
UW vs. Arizona State University
 Sun Devils
Time:  TBD
Brunch:  UW Health Sciences Center,
 I Wing Rotunda
Game:  Husky Stadium

n		MONDAY, OCT. 27, 2014
Dental Alumni Full Board Meeting
6:30-8:30 p.m.
Washington Athletic Club
Seattle

n		THURSDAY, NOV. 20, 2014
WSDA/Dental Alumni Mentor Reception
6-8:30 p.m.
UW Burke Museum
Seattle

n		THURSDAY, FEB. 12, 2015
Dean’s Reception in Honolulu
5-7 p.m.
Harbor View Center
Pier 38, Honolulu, Hawaii

For more details on these or other  
UW Dental Alumni Association events,  

please call 206-543-7297. 
 

Information is also available on the School of Dentistry  
website’s alumni page at   

http://dental.washington.edu/alumni-friends

DentalAlumninews
T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  W A S H I N G T O N  D E N T A L  A L U M N I  A S S O C I A T I O N

n		SATURDAY, FEB. 14, 2015
Dean’s Reception in Maui
5-7 p.m.
Anuenue Lawn
Sheraton Maui Resort & Spa
Maui, Hawaii
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