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With their first priority, being to find a job, healthcare is the last worry on the Latinx day
workers’ mind. Bright and early, the day workers head to a non-profit organization called Casa
Latina to be entered in a drawing for job opportunities. While they are hopefully waiting for
their names to be called, medical and dental students can provide care for them. 

TEETH & TOES

CASA LATINA

The medical students, AL-SHIFA, provide
blood pressure and blood glucose testing.
The dental students give head and neck exams
and dental screenings for the first visit to Casa
Latina. The medical and dental students paired
up and shared the procedures that they were
doing. It was a great opportunity to reach out
to the people in need.

TRAVELING CARE

On October 19, the first traveling care outreach event of the
school year took place at Casa Latina. At the crack of dawn, the
UW van is loaded with traveling care equipment, ranging from
Aseptico units and mobile dental chairs to ultrasonic cleaners. We
occupied three spaces, one space was set up for triage, another
for radiology, and the last one for treatment. The MTI van also
served as another place for treatment. Patients would be taken
through triage, where they would get their blood pressure
checked, head and neck exam, and a dental screening. After that,
they would head to the radiology to have their x-rays taken.
Lastly, they would head upstairs to the treatment room.
Treatment can consist of extractions, fillings, and cleaning. We
tried to treat as many patients as possible and had a great turnout.
We learn more about how to run an efficient clinic each time. 

SOUTH KING COUNTY HEALTH FAIR

COMMENTS?  UWOEPD@UW.EDU

On October 5, the dental students and faculty
provided care at the South King County Fair in
Auburn. For the past 9 years, the fair provides access
to health and community services to hundreds of
Latinx and community members in South King
County. With the help of the Medical Team
International (MTI) Van, we were able to provide
treatment for 27 patients.  We were also able to
direct patients to the aid that they need, such as help
with applying to health insurance or referring them
to clinic nearest to them.

Group huddle at Casa Latina
Trayvon Foy (D3) seeing a patient

with the supervision of Dr. Isabel Perez

Dr. Marty Anderson overseeing a treatment by
dental students at Casa Latina

Dental students performing dental
screenings at the South Kin g County

Health Fair

Adults and children were seen by the
dental students



TEETH & TOES

MARY'S PLACE

In early November, an outreach event was held
at a women’s center in downtown Seattle.
Mary’s Place serve as a safe haven for women
who are struggling to support themselves. The
medical and nursing students gave footcare to
the women and that was quite a hit. The dental
students were able to provide dental screenings
and oral hygiene education to about 20 women.
A couple of the dental students were able to sit
in on one of the foot care sessions with a
patient. Likewise, medical and nursing students
could observe dental examinations and fluoride
placement. The women at Mary’s Place were
very grateful for the services that were given.

TRAVELING CARE

Early morning on November 23rd, the van was packed with the mobile equipment and we were ready to set off
for Mary’s Place in Burien. Mary’s Place was very lively and families were eager to get dental work done. The staff
at Mary’s Place were very helpful and they had organized a list of patients. The dental students paired up with
each other and were able to rotate through each station, triage, radiology, and treatment. Drs. Ashland Doomes,
Marty Anderson, and James Newman provided excellent supervision of students.

LATINO HEALTH FORUM

In late October, the OEPD Team had the pleasure of attending the Latino
Health Forum. Throughout the day, we listened to inspirational and
admirable speakers who are very involved in the healthcare field. The
speakers presented on topics surrounding inequities and cultural sensitivity
in healthcare, especially for the Latinos. During the poster session between
the speeches, Chelsea Stone, Nora Coronado from the School of Medicine,
and Dr. Beatrice Gandara were able to present their pilot project, Dare to
Dream Health Science Academy. We were also able to promote our ongoing
program, Community Health Professions Academy (CHPA).

COMMENTS?  UWOEPD@UW.EDU

Dental students performing 
head and neck exam on a patient

Nursing student giving
 foot care to patient



HEALTH AND HOMELESSNESS

Health and Homelessness is an elective course that
aims to provide context to the care we offer in the
community. The quarter started with an exciting and
informative Q & A panel with Dr. Newman, Dr.
Jeffrey, Kayleigh Daniel and Alan Lopez. While
listening to the tips and experiences of the faculty
and upperclassmen, students munched on banh mi
sandwiches. In the next Health and Homelessness
session, Kayleigh Daniel and Alan Lopez provide an
overview of Traveling Care. This was followed by a
presentation by Dr. Gandara reviewing post-
exposure protocol. In the last session, we had the
honor of having Dean Gary Chiodo give a great
lecture about the history and the overview of
HIV/AIDS treatment in the US.

HUSKY SMILES

COMMENTS?  UWOEPD@UW.EDU

HUSKY HEALTH BRIDGE

Stronger than ever, the Husky Health Bridge (HHB) is buzzing around, attending to
patients on most Saturdays this autumn quarter. HHB’s vision is to provide the poor and
the underserved with access to comprehensive healthcare through interprofessional
relief efforts, education and advocacy in the state of Washington. With the help of
Medical Teams International (MTI), HHB made frequent visits to Tent City 3 (TC3) in
Tukwila. HHB prioritizes dental care for homeless populations. They have influenced
many lives and will continue to do so, in their future endeavors.

The mission of Husky Smiles has always been to address the
problem at the root which means to acknowledge the importance
of dental care as young as a toddler. Husky Smile’s goal is to
improve the oral health of high risk children and their families by
providing dental education and primary preventative care. They
work with the Center for Pediatric Dentistry in hosting
educational events and caries screenings. Most of their oral
hygiene education are done through tabling events. The dental
students use colorful illustrations, games, and rewards to show
children the importance of oral hygiene. At screening events,
dental students deliver knee to knee exams, caries detection
exams and apply fluoride on children. Husky Smiles, like other
volunteer opportunities, encourages patient interaction. In
addition, it focuses on children, which is beneficial for dental
students who are interested in pediatrics.

Dental students trying to set up the
mobile chair Dean Gary Chiodo sharing his

knowledge on HIV/AIDS



Union Gospel  Miss ion (UGM) ,  located in  P ioneer  Square ,  prov ides
resources  such as  emergency food and shel ter ,  an  addict ion
recovery  program,  and denta l  and menta l  hea l th  serv ices  for
homeless  indiv iduals .  Recogniz ing  denta l  care  as  a  top unmet  need
for  both  men and women,  groups  of  6-8  denta l  s tudents  partner  with
UGM staf fs ,  Juanita  Banks  and Sherena Freeman,prov ide  denta l  care
at  UGM denta l  c l in ic .  Untreated ora l  d isease  can a f fect  c l ients '
genera l  hea l th  and impact  the  ab i l i ty  to  apply  for  jobs  when they
have  miss ing  teeth ,  v is ib le  cav i t ies ,  or  bad breath  caused by
per iodonta l  d isease .  Each quarter  on Wednesday  evenings  and
Saturday  mornings ,  under  the  superv is ion of  UWSOD facul ty ,
s tudents  prov ide  the  c l ients  with  bas ic  denta l  serv ices  va lued at
thousands  of  do l lars  per  sess ion .  
 

UNION GOSPEL MISSION (UGM)

SAFE HARBOR/NCTA

COMMENTS?  UWOEPD@UW.EDU

COMMUNITY HEALTH PROFESSIONS ACADEMY (CHPA)

Community  Heal th  Profess ions  Academy (CHPA) ,  prev ious  known as
Denta l  Academy,  i s  an  enr ichment  program that  prov ide  career
guidance and support  for  underreprentat ive  h igh  school  s tudents
in  Washington State .  The program consists  of  8  Saturday  sess ions
in  which hea l thcare  profess ional  s tudents ,  facul ty  and OEPD
AmeriCorps  members  vo lunteer  the ir  t ime to  prov ide  hands-on
exper iences  such as  sutur ing ,  impress ion-tak ing ,  waxing  teeth ,  and
more .  Dur ing  each sess ion ,  loca l  hea l thcare  profess ionals  and
students  ta lk  about  the ir  journeys  to  the ir  profess ions .  Scholars
a lso  learn  about  prepar ing  for  a  hea l th  profess ional  career  and the
wide var iety  of  ways  to  promote  hea l th  in  the ir  communit ies .

After  a  long h iatus ,  the  Northwest  Career  and Technica l
Academy (NCTA) ,  outreach program in  the  Skagi t  Va l ley  i s
back  in  operat ion!  In  the  past ,  NCTA col laborated with  Safe
Harbor  Free  Medica l  C l in ic ,  Medica l  Teams Internat ional  and
MEDEX g ive  denta l  care .  Serv ices  inc lude medica l  h istory
rev iew,  v i ta l  s igns  assessment ,  b lood g lucose  monitor ing ,
head and neck  examinat ion ,  radiographs ,  denta l  c leanings ,
restorat ive  care ,  ora l  surg ica l  procedures  and ora l  hygiene
instruct ion .  On November  16 ,  the  f i rst  return event  teamed
up denta l  s tudents  with  Safe  Harbor  c l in ic  and Medica l  Teams
Internat ional  and prov ided denta l  care  to  e ight  pat ients .  

In  2020,  serv ices  wi l l  be  occurr ing  at  both  the  Safe  Harbor  c l in ic  s i te  and at  NCTA as  we rebui ld  the
program.  Sess ions  wi l l  occur  monthly  and i f  you are  interested ,  p lease  s ign  up here :
NCTA (MTI  Only ) :  https ://www.s ignupgenius .com/go/8050e48aaac2da7f f2-ncta
NCTA (B ig  Event  03-07-2020) :  https ://www.s ignupgenius .com/go/8050e48aaac2da7f f2-ncta1



Access to Care project aims to improve the oral health and well-being of the people in
underserved communities. Numerous outreach programs plan and organize events that
includes free dental screenings, oral health education and even treatment. Our AmeriCorps
members will support and promote the work of our students, faculty and staff of the dental
school in their endeavors of providing care.

AMERICORPS MEMBERS

MEET THE NEW OEPD TEAM

Alex Rodriguez-Pantaleon is a graduate of the University of Washington with a dual
degree in Biology and American Ethnic Studies. He serves as an AmeriCorps Member
in the Office of Educational Partnerships and Diversity at the University of
Washington School of Dentistry.

Hau Pham is a recent graduate from University of Washington with a degree in
Biochemistry. Currently, she is applying to medical school while serving as an
AmeriCorps Member in the Office of Educational Partnerships and Diversity at the
University of Washington School of Dentistry.

Amy Chen is a graduate of the University of Washington with a degree in Medical
Anthropology and Global Health. She is hoping to get into dental school and is
currently serving as an AmeriCorps member in the Office or Educational
Partnerships and Diversity. She is the AmeriCorps lead for Health and Homeless,
Mary’s Place, Teeth & Toes, Post-Exposure Protocol, and UGM.

AMY CHEN, PROGRAM COORDINATOR 

ALEX RODRIGUEZ-PANTALEON, PROGRAM COORDINATOR 

HAU PHAM, PROGRAM COORDINATOR 

COMMENTS?  UWOEPD@UW.EDU

SMILEMOBILE

In September, OEPD facilitated collaboration with SmileMobile outreach
in Spokane with first year RIDE students and RIDE faculty, Dr. Arley
Medrano and Dr. Paul Phillips.  The SmileMobile is a modern dental office
on wheels that brings oral health services to children, teens and pregnant
women who have no other options for dental care; the SmileMobile has
traveled across the state since July 1995. Working in three dental
operatories, a full-time dentist and local volunteer dentists and their staff
provide a range of services, from examinations and preventive services to
fillings and minor oral surgery.  We look forward to more state-wide
outreach with the SmileMobile for both our Seattle and Spokane-based
students. 



Casa  Lat ina
 

Chief  Seatt le  C lub
 

Hispanic  Denta l  Associat ion
 

Mary 's  P lace
 

Medica l  Teams Internat ional
 

Mexican Consulate
 

Northwest  Career  and Technica l
Academy

 
Safe  Harbor  Free  Cl in ic

 
Union Gospel  Miss ion 

PLEASE SUPPORT US! 

COMMENTS?  UWOEPD@UW.EDU

OUR COMMUNITY
PARTNERS

Our denta l  s tudents  prov ide  ora l  exams,  c leanings ,
preventat ive  care ,  restorat ive  and surgery ,  as  wel l  as  ora l

hea l th  educat ion and referra ls .
Casa  Lat ina

Mary 's  Place

Teeth & Toes

Union Gospel  Mission
The UGM evening  and Saturday  c l in ic  treats  an  average  of  4 pat ients  per  sess ion
and prov ided treatment  va lued at  approximate ly  $1 ,999 per  event*

The Casa  Lat ina  Cl in ic  treats  an  average  of  25 pat ients  per  sess ion and
provided treatment  va lued at  approximate ly  $10,522  per  event*

Mary 's  P lace  Cl in ic  treats  an  average  of  18  pat ients  per  sess ion and prov ided
treatment  va lued at  approximate ly  $6,371  per  event*

South King  County  Heal th  Fa ir  event  treated 24 pat ients  per  sess ion and
provided treatment  va lued at  approximate ly  $5,138  per  event*

Northwest  Career  and Technical  Academy 
NCTA Cl in ic  treats  an  average  of  8 pat ients  per  sess ion and prov ided treatment
va lued at  approximate ly  $3,175  per  event*

South King County  Health  Fair

The Teeth  & Toes  events  treat  f rom 10  to  20  pat ients  per  sess ion and prov ided
treatment  va lued at  approximate ly  $3,574  per  event*

*Private practice estimate

Donate  Onl ine  to  the  Access  to  Care  Fund

Donate  with  a  Check

Other  Giving Methods

Access  to  Care
UW School  of  Dent istry  Box  357137

Seatt le ,  WA 98195

denta l .washington.edu/oepd/

Contact  Dent istry  Advancement :  uwsod@uw.edu


