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Message from the Dean

In an open letter to “… the entire Staff and Faculty at the University of Washington” Zach Lowe (’06) wrote:

 “…I truly believe now that I have completed dental school, that the education that  
I received at University of Washington is second to none…”

Since the early 1950s, more than four thousand dental students like Zach have reaped the benefits of an 
extraordinary education from the UW School of Dentistry. Zach’s letter made me pause to consider what 
constitutes a distinguished educational experience: Is it the facility, the “bricks and mortar”? Yes, to a certain 
degree. Is it the culture? Without a doubt. Is it the staff, friends, alumni and other supporters of our School? 
Of course. Is it our faculty? Absolutely! 

The UW School of Dentistry is truly fortunate. We know that great faculty attracts equally-great students. 
From Dr. Ed Truelove, DDS, MSD, who has dedicated his career to the School and holds the distinction 
of being the University’s longest-serving Chair, to Dr. John Wataha, DMD, PhD, the newly-appointed 
Chair of the Department of Restorative Dentistry, we have been fortunate to recruit and retain faculty and 
staff who command the profession’s widespread admiration and respect. This is made evident through their 
work, which is known worldwide. Moreover, our culture is unique. I have never seen such close interaction 
or true collaboration amongst colleagues within a dental school or across the campus community. Above all, 
the spirit of, and commitment to, community service here is palpable and pervasive. Its impact extends far 
beyond our immediate surroundings. You will be reading a lot more about these and other “points of pride” 
in this issue of Dental Alumni News and in future editions, too.

As we approach the end of our eight-year, $15 million fundraising effort, we are pleased to report a successful 
outcome of “Campaign UW: Creating Futures”. Later this year, we will recognize our staunch supporters 
who have helped to cement our success in this important endeavor. In future editions you’ll also read about 
the unprecedented generosity of individuals and organizations, such as that of the Washington Dental 
Service and their Foundation, whose historic $5 million dollar gift will create the Washington Dental Service 
Building for Early Childhood Oral Health (ECOH) to launch an innovative joint program with the School 
and Seattle Children’s Hospital and Medical Center. 

As for Zach, he promises to return to the School next year. Until that time, we’ll relish 
his letter and the impact he’s having on the oral health of his community. In closing, 
he wrote:

”… I was truly blessed with my dental education at University of Washington  
…I could not have received a better education anywhere…” 

He embodies our promise for the future, my vision for the school, and serves as  
an esteemed example of pride and commitment for us all.

Martha J. Somerman, Dean



5Dental Alumni News  winter/spring 2008

President’s Message

Thanks to dental alumni support, we had a great 2007. The White Coat ceremony celebrating the transition 
of sophomore students from didactic to clinical instruction was successful and the fall alumni golf tournament 
and football brunch were well attended too. The Dental Alumni Association co-sponsored a November mentor 
reception with the WSDA which brings together the dental students and their dentist mentors from the 
community. This event drew 150 participants and provided an excellent opportunity for the students to meet 
dentists who understand the pressures of being a student and the concern students have for the big step into 
practice after graduation. We also had a very successful Ernest Jones Lecture which drew 900 people.  

On the financial front, 2007 was also a standout year. Due to the generosity of our alumni, as this edition 
of Dental Alumni News goes to print, we have raised $2.1 million in the Dental Alumni Class Challenge 
Campaign.  The Association has also created a new UW Dental Alumni Endowed Student Scholarship Fund. 
This will allow us to continue increasing the amount of scholarships we are able to give to dental students each 
year. The University matches each donation or pledge 50 cents on the dollar to this fund and so far we have over 
$200,000 in pledges and gifts. The matching funds are available through June 30, 2008. Thanks to everyone who 
took the time to call and pledge, we truly appreciate your participation in funding these scholarships.  

Have you ever wanted to donate your time and expertise to the dental school?  As you are probably aware, there 
are fewer state dollars available for full-time faculty positions so affiliate faculty play an increasing role in the 
clinical education of our students. Come join the faculty one day each week and help keep our dental school 
one of the best in the nation. If you are interested in helping in the clinics at the School or would like to donate 
to the Scholarship Fund, please call Dental Alumni at (206)543-7297 and they will be glad to guide you to the 
proper department contact.

That’s it for me! I’ve enjoyed my two years as your president; the time sure went by fast! Thanks to all of you for 
your support of the UW School of Dentistry.

Michael W. Johnson, (’82)
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Dr. Karen D. sakuma (’79) has been 

selected by the Dean’s club Board  

of Trustees to receive the 2008  

Dean’s club honorary lifetime  

member award. The award was 

established to recognize a Dean’s  

club member who has given 

outstanding service to the UW  

school of Dentistry.

since graduating in 1979, Dr. sakuma has been an example to 

her peers of service and dedication to the school. she has been 

an affiliate faculty member at the school in Pediatric Dentistry/

ecoh and the medical school for over 20 years. she has also 

served as Dean’s club President and on the Dean’s club Board 

for over ten years, and is a major donor to the school, notably 

to the rothwell fund, Dean’s fund for excellence and to the 

early childhood oral health (ecoh) program. she serves on the 

school of Dentistry campaign UW: creating futures committee 

for vital fundraising. she is a great resource and advocate for the 

school and the profession.

Dr. sakuma maintains a full-time practice in Kirkland. her 

positions of leadership include chair and member of the 

american Dental association council on membership, 

Washington state Dental association executive council, and 

as the first president of the seattle-King county Dental society 

foundation, which is dedicated to improving the oral and overall 

health in our community.

Dr. sakuma has a passion for dentistry and education. she has 

said, “it is a privilege to have graduated from the UW and i 

continue to teach with the outstanding faculty and students 

at the dental and medical schools because it pays back many 

dividends in my own continuing education at one of the premier 

educational institutions in america. i hope others will join in 

growing the success of the UW Dental school.”

An evening to celebrate 
Drs. Karen D. Sakuma and Robert D. Allen
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Dr. robert D. Allen (‘66) has been 

named the 2008 Distinguished alumnus 

by the Dental alumni Board of Trustees. 

The award recognizes alumni, who, 

by their professional achievements 

and contributions, have distinguished 

themselves, enhanced the profession, 

improved the welfare of the general public 

and brought honor to their alma mater.

continuing dental education and service have always been high 

priorities for Dr. allen. after he opened his private practice at 

northgate in 1970, he continued serving as an affiliate faculty 

member in restorative Dentistry and Prosthetic Dentistry. he 

has shared his passion for dentistry by mentoring students and 

undergraduates considering careers in dentistry. he served on the 

Washington Dental service foundation Distinguished Professorship 

committee for ten years. he is a charter member of the academy 

of operative Dentistry. he was the UW Dental alumni association 

president in 1978. he was president of the seattle-King county 

Dental society. he has served on the WsDa executive council 

and two terms on the WsDa DentPac Board. he has lobbied in 

Washington, D.c. on behalf of the american Dental association.

outside of dentistry, Dr. allen has been named “rotarian of the year” 

and has been president of the north seattle rotary club. he serves 

on the board which governs the community where he lives and he 

has been a leader in his church.

Dr. glen Johnson has said, “Dr. Bob allen is an ideal choice for this 

award. in his 45 years since graduation, he has not only maintained 

a high quality, patient- orientated practice, but has consistently and 

continuously given generously of his time to organized dentistry, area 

study clubs, several professional organizations, rotary international, 

and shoreline civic activities. he remains enthusiastic about dentistry 

and doggedly promotes high quality treatment. Bob is a role model 

for all of us in and outside the profession.”
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May 10, 2008 Saturday Evening

Save the Date

24th Annual Dean’s Club Dinner 
SpECial GuEStS of HoNoR:

Robert D. Allen, dds
20 08 DiSt iNGuiSHED aluMNuS awaRD RECipiENt

Karen D. Sakuma, dds
20 08 DEaN’S Club HoNoR aRy l ifEtiME MEMbER awaRD RECipiENt

 
tHE GRaND Hyat t SEat tlE
721 piNE StREEt, SEat tlE, waSHiNGtoN

 

If you would like to nominate an individual for the 2009 Distinguished 
Alumnus Award, please contact your class representative.  

Dental Alumni News  winter/spring 2008

UW School of Dentistry  Dean’s club Dinner
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The “finish line” is in sight and as campaign UW: creating futures 

draws to a close this June, we continue to receive many generous 

gifts from individuals and organizations. Thanks to the kindness of 

alumni and friends, we have made remarkable progress during our 

eight-year fundraising effort. But many additional opportunities to 

participate in the campaign remain.

in particular, the University has two matching opportunities for the 

campaign and we are grateful to so many of you who have been 

inspired to help us garner these matching funds.

the students First Matching initiative provides need-

based scholarships and fellowships for undergraduate, graduate 

and professional students alike. increased financial aid reduces the 

staggering debt dental students incur upon graduation. The UW 

Dental alumni endowed student scholarship fund is an example of 

this type of scholarship and will be matched fifty cents on the dollar. 

a five-year pledge can also be matched in its entirety if it is made 

before June 30 of this year 2008 and fulfilled by June 30, 2013.

another powerful philanthropic tool is the Faculty-staff retiree 

Matching program which allows faculty (including affiliates), 

staff and retirees to create a named endowment in support of 

students with a minimum investment of $5,000 — and receive 

a dollar-for-dollar match by the University up to $10,000. This 

opportunity can also be distributed over a five-year pledge and the 

school can still receive matching funds because of your wonderful 

generosity. matching initiatives like these are rare, so please take 

advantage of this opportunity!

for more than half a century, the UW school of Dentistry has 

benefited greatly from individuals and organizations who have 

contributed to ensuring that the school remains an institution of 

distinction. The Partners in excellence donor wall was created in 

recognition of those who have made an extraordinary commitment 

to the school through annual and major gifts. The donor wall, which 

was installed in the fall of 2007 outside the D-3 clinic, memorializes 

cumulative giving of $50,000 or more. it will be updated each year to 

honor new major donors and serves as a lasting tribute to all of you 

who have donated so generously to the school.  

contributions of time and other resources are crucial to sustaining our 

success in an increasingly competitive dental school environment. The 

UW school of Dentistry is fortunate to have many loyal supporters in 

our midst who have a vested interest in preserving our reputation as 

a leading institution for dental education. We owe this honor to our 

superb family of lecturers, researchers, faculty, staff and students, but 

also to donors like you, who support the school.

With gratitude,

Bryan & linda

Bryan and Linda Edgar jointly serve as the co-chairs on behalf 

of the School of Dentistry for Campaign uw: Creating futures, 

and are past Dean’s Club co-presidents. They live and practice in 

Federal Way.  

Campaign Update 
from Co-Chairs Drs. Bryan (’76) & Linda (’92) Edgar

For more information about  

Campaign UW: Creating Futures 

please contact Christina Harrison,  

Executive Director of Development:  

harrc@u.washington.edu.



9

student posters included in the research Day poster session were 

judged as part of the Dental student research Competition. The 

competition, organized by the research advisory committee and 

the UW student research group, selected dental student 1 Cathy 

Hsu (’10) to receive the 2007-2008 american Dental association 

(aDa) clinician scholar award. cathy will represent the UW school 

of Dentistry in the national student research competition at the 

2008 aDa meeting in san antonio. congratulations to cathy and 

2 Ara greer (‘10) who took second Place and 3 Joe stout (‘10) 

who placed Third in the competition.  

1 rosana Bishai (’08) who was selected as the 2007 Academy of 

Dentistry international terry t. tanaka student Humanitarian 

Award winner. The award was created to recognize volunteer 

services by “rising” fourth-year dental students who have served 

in a foreign country or a local area during their previous three 

years as a dental student. rosana’s receipt of this award represents 

Student Awards and Honors
The UW School of Dentistry enjoys a reputation as one of the finest oral health institutions 

in the world. We have an abundance of talent that has made our School an example of 

excellence. As you read about some of the achievements of our students we hope you will 

experience the same sense of pride we felt in presenting a few examples of how our School 

continues to be among the top in the nation.

the first time that a UW student has been chosen as the winner.  

requirements include the student to have rendered dental services, 

taught dental personnel, or assisted in training some local personnel 

to perform emergency treatments. The award was presented during 

the Us convocation in san francisco during a black tie gala on 

september 26, where she received a $500 check from Terry Tanaka in 

person.  

in the winter of 2007, the UW school of Dentistry’s fourth-year 

student volleyball team, The Drillers, earned the 5and6  intramural 

Activities (imA)’s co-rec volleyball league title, capping off four 

consecutive, record-setting years of championships.  each team is 

comprised of dental students from the first-, third- and fourth-year 

classes. since 2004, The Drillers, captained by Heather Cunnington, 

have dominated this league’s championship games. in 2006, the 

championship was decided with a battle of wills between the school’s 

co-rec teams, represented by the third- and fourth-year students.

Dental Alumni News  winter/spring 2008
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White Coat Ceremony

it was the faculty’s distinct pleasure to honor the accomplishments 

of the class of 2009 at the Third annual White coat ceremony in 

hogness auditorium on august 11, 2007. The presentation of the 

white coat symbolizes a transition from didactic education to clinical 

training as students begin intensive clinical work with patients. 

more than 400 family members and friends attended the ceremony, 

which included a moving speech by Dr. Dolphine oda from the 

Department of oral & maxillofacial surgery, who was selected by the 

students as this year’s keynote speaker. a reception followed in the 

magnuson health sciences lobby.  

Student Pledge
We commit ourselves to the continual pursuit of excellence in all our academic  
and professional endeavors.  We hereby pledge to:

•   Conduct ourselves with integrity by upholding and promoting ethical ideals and standards;
•   Demonstrate compassion, empathy, and understanding for patients and colleagues; 
•   Aspire to leadership through initiative and professional conduct; and, 
•   Maintain a high level of competence through our commitment to learning.  

Today, we make a lifelong commitment to enhancing professionalism within the 
practice of dentistry and the entire healthcare system. As students and as dentists, 
we promise to uphold these principles and dedicate ourselves to the profession.  

The third-year students would like to thank the UW 
Dental Alumni Association (UWDAA) for purchasing 

the white coats and for sponsoring the reception.

Class of 2009

Drs. Frank Roberts, Gabriela Ibarra, and Dean Martha Somerman Signing a Student Pledge
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The event was sponsored by the Washington state Dental association 

(WsDa), the UW Dental alumni association and the UW school of 

Dentistry. The goal is to match each dental student to a dentist in the 

community whom they can get acquainted with and seek guidance 

from as they prepare to enter the dental profession.

The highlight of the evening was the socializing between the dental 

students and the mentor dentists. it is a great opportunity for the 

students to talk to individuals who understand the pressures of 

being a student and the concerns about the next step and choices 

after graduation. The evening included dinner and a short program 

featuring WsDa President Dr. Dexter Barnes (’69), UW Dental 

The Annual Mentor Reception was held on Friday, November 16, 2007 at the UW Botanic 

Gardens. The event brought together 150 dental students at the UW, mentor dentists from  

the area and professional dental leadership.  

alumni President-elect Dr. ed Dolan (’00), Associate Dean Dr. Jim 

steiner (’66), mentor Dr. Barry feder and student council President 

garret yamaguchi (’08).

If you are interested in being a mentor to a dental student, 

please call Randy Newquist at the Dental Alumni Office  

at (206)543-7297.

Annual Mentor Reception 
Brings Together Dental Students, Mentor Dentists

Class of 2009

Signing a Student Pledge



12

legendary coach Don James was the special guest speaker and a wonderful 

treat for all of those attending. as the UW coach, he guided the huskies 

to six rose Bowls and is one of only four coaches to win four rose Bowl 

games. he took his team to 15 bowl games in his 18 years. his 99 Pac-10 

victories are the most in conference history. he went around and talked to 

those attending and had pictures taken with them. he spoke to the group for 

about twenty minutes on how he prepared the team before games.

 Dr. ed Dolan ’00 was the chair of the event and master of ceremonies.  

The event included a brunch, entertainment by the greg schroeder 

band, and a fun raffle. The football game was exciting too. The UW 

led at halftime over ohio state but couldn’t stop the Buckeye’s 

potent offense in the 2nd half. ohio state won 33-14 but the 

game was closer than the score indicates.  

special thanks to washington Dentists’ insurance 

Agency (wDiA) for being the co-sponsor of  

this event.   

Coach Don James Attends Dental Alumni Brunch

The UW Dental Alumni Association Annual Football Brunch was held on Saturday, 

September 15, 2007 at the UW Botanic Gardens near campus. One hundred and twenty 

five of our alumni, faculty, staff, students, families and friends attended the event before the 

UW/Ohio State football game.



13

fUn in  sePTemBer Days!

UW DenTal alUmni 

10tH aNNual uw 

Dental alumni golf Tournament
friDay, sePTemBer 19, 2008

eChO FAlls gOlF COUrse   tEE tiME 7:30 am 

Snohomish, washington

4 person scramble format, shotgun start

barbeque and awards to follow

For more information or to register, please call UW Dental Alumni 
at (206) 543-7297 about either Septmeber event.

UW Dental alumni football homecoming and Brunch
saTUrDay, sePTemBer 6,  2008

Uw hUsKies vs. BYU COUgArs

Brunch, entertainment and raffle prizes

Hub EaSt ballroom uNivERSity of waSHiNGtoN

Seattle, washington

Brunch begins at 10:00 am game kick-off 12:30 pm

Join your classmates for two exciting events taking place in September.  
a perfect opportunity to gather a group for the football brunch  
and game or to gather a team from your class for the golf tournament.
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2007 Tournament Results
 

1st Place  52.0

Paul reamer ‘85, Tom conlon ‘69,  

David hanson ‘65, robert D. allen ‘66

2nd Place  54.3

alan munk ‘75, mark Dire ‘75,  

mark svore ‘75, Brett fidler ‘75

3rd Place  54.4

mike Doyle ‘71, gary lincicome ‘71, 

charlie Johnson ‘71, craig anderson ‘71

long Drive Winner 
leigh sinni, Pacific continental Bank

closest to the Pin #18
Danny Davidson ’82                                         

The ninth annual UW Dental alumni golf Tournament was held on 

friday, september 14, 2007 at echo falls golf course in snohomish, 

Wa. forty alumni participated and enjoyed the challenging course. 

This was the first year the tournament went to the north. The day 

was overcast and a little chilly at the 7:45 am tee time but otherwise 

was enjoyable. 

Dr. mark grace (’94) was chair of the event once again. after golf, 

the group enjoyed a barbequed lunch and awards ceremony outside 

on a patio area overlooking a beautiful waterway. special thanks to all 

of our corporate sponsors including lunch sponsor Pacific continental 

Bank and Washington Dentists’ insurance agency (WDia) our specialty 

sponsor. We also had five hole sponsors (listed below). We are very 

grateful for their generosity. a team played in the tournament from 

Pacific continental Bank and we thank the U.s. army healthcare team 

for attending and having a display table at the event.

Dr. Collins Woodside (’97) will be the chair of the tournament in 

2008. it will be held at echo falls golf course.

A speCiAl tHAnKs to tHe folloWing sponsors

pacific Continental Bank Lunch Sponsor, WDiA Specialty Sponsor, Burkhart Dental supply Hole Sponsor, 

nakanishi Dental laboratory Hole Sponsor, norDiC Hole Sponsor, sullivan-schein Dental Hole Sponsor,  

u.s. Army Healthcare Hole Sponsor

 

Ninth Annual UW Dental Alumni  
Golf Tournament

14
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We are always looking for ways to improve access to oral health, and 

in recent years, the yakima valley Dental society has made tremendous 

in-roads in both education and access to oral healthcare.  

The yakima valley Dental society has been involved in a number of 

projects within the yakima community, with a particular focus on 

children and education. our focus and philosophy center on trying to 

inform pregnant mothers and parents, with children ages zero to six, 

about the importance of proper oral hygiene.

To this end, the yakima valley Dental society developed a close 

collaboration with the University of Washington, the Department of 

social & health services and the Washington state Dental association 

(WsDa) to create an access to Baby and child Dentistry (aBcD) 

program in yakima county. This program, developed more than a 

decade ago, has focused on educating parents on the prevention and 

detection of early childhood oral health diseases by providing oral 

health education and access to quality dental care.

The idea of the aBcD program has been to involve as many dentists 

as possible in offering this care to patients, many of whom are 

Dshs members. numerous dentists in our community recognize the 

importance of oral healthcare education and treatment and have 

stepped up to the challenge of serving this important population.  

By getting patients into multiple practices early, and having them 

exposed to consistent and on-going care, we hope to address oral 

hygiene issues for these young children and their families before those 

issues become an emergency. 

Because of the commitment shown by so many of our community-

based dentists, access to oral healthcare in the yakima valley has never 

been better. We have a number of clinics that treat a huge number of 

Dshs patients, including two farm workers clinics in yakima and a farm 

workers clinic in Toppenish. We also have some large private clinics in 

town that have also stepped in to serve local Dshs patients. 

our dental society is also interested in raising awareness about changes 

in dentistry, particularly where improved techniques and technology 

is concerned. We hope to educate patients on how dentistry has 

changed, which helps us counterbalance much of the fear experienced 

by adults and children alike. and the best way to counterbalance 

fear is to try and educate parents about all the new techniques and 

technologies available, before their fear affects their children. There 

are some wonderful ways to treat children and make it a pain-free 

experience, so early education, for both children and adults, is key. 

By focusing on this type of education, we can meet our primary goal 

of educating parents in being proactive in preventing the kinds of 

problems that caused the fear in those patients in the first place. it’s a 

win-win for all of us.

our society is fortunate to have brought in numerous continuing 

education opportunities over the last several years, thanks to a 

coordinated effort with Burkhart Dental and the summit study group 

of seattle. The future of dentistry is bright in yakima, and we look 

forward to welcoming new dentists and specialists to our area.

GuEsT CoLuMn

In the field with Dr. Shawn McDevitt (’96) 
Yakima Valley Dental Society

Dental Alumni News  winter/spring 2008

Yakima resident dentist, Dr. Shawn McDevitt was elected president of Yakima Valley 

Dental Society from 2005-2006. He held the office of vice president from 2004-2005, 

and the office of Secretary/Treasurer from 2003-2004. He has been in private practice 

for 11 years. We asked Dr. McDevitt to contribute to this issue by giving us an update on 

YVDS’s latest projects and goals for the future.
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“Dr. Wataha is a highly regarded educator and researcher who recognizes the 
significance of incorporating evidence-based dentistry into our curriculum for 
developing ‘master’ clinicians and life-long learners.” 

  DeAn MArthA J. SoMerMAn, DDS, PhD

Meet Dr. John Wataha, DMD, PhDD
New Chair of the Department of Restorative Dentistry
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A legacy of leadership, a tradition of excellence

The Department’s legacy spans more than five decades and has 

flourished under the leadership of six highly capable and competent 

departmental chairs. in January, Dr. Wataha took the reins from Dr. 

glen Johnson (’78), who has served as interim chair since 2006 until 

Dr. Wataha’s appointment earlier this year, and Dr. Dick mccoy (’61), 

who announced his retirement as chair in June 2006. 

it is clear that the Department is on a path of constant growth in an 

effort to meet the increasing demands of dentistry. for example, the 

inclusion of an esthetic dentistry course, an emphasis on caries risks 

assessment and preventative restorative techniques, and an implant 

training for all students are indicative of the efforts made by the 

Department to help integrate students’ educational experience, and 

cement the Department’s national reputation nationwide for teaching 

and research. faculty members within the department maintain 

an ongoing program of clinical and basic science research. These 

projects in the areas of biomaterials, preventive dentistry, and clinical 

restorative dentistry — coupled with heavy reliance on volunteer 

and part-time instructors — are precisely what have allowed the 

Department to maintain its reputation for excellence in research 

and teaching. 

“…a thoughtful leader who listens.”

“given the wealth of great teachers and ideas generated in the 

Department over the years, John’s leadership skills will guide the 

people and the ideas toward achievement of Departmental goals and 

to great success,” said Dr. Joel Berg, DDs, ms and chair of the search 

committee. “he is a thoughtful leader who listens.” it is Wataha’s 

abilities to bring together diverse opinions and interesting ideas and 

form a cohesive action plan that have made him a leader. 

Dr. John Wataha, the new Chair of the Department of Restorative Dentistry, understands 

the strong legacy of leadership he inherited in January. “Restorative Dentistry has deep 

traditions of excellence, and only by understanding this rich history can I hope to 

facilitate the growth and evolution of this great group of people.”

A man of many interests

Dr. Wataha claims that his trajectory into academic dentistry was 

“influenced by 25% luck, 25% fear, 25% courage, and 25% 

vision…” he comes to the UW from the medical college of georgia, 

where he was Professor in the Department of oral Biology and 

maxillofacial Pathology with joint appointments in the Dental 

materials Division, Department of oral rehabilitation and school of 

graduate studies. a stanford alumnus, Dr. Wataha earned his Bs in 

chemistry in 1978 and DmD from oregon health sciences University 

in 1982. after five years of private practice in salem oregon, Dr. 

Wataha decided to pursue an academic career and in 1992 he 

earned his PhD in oral Biology/Biomaterials from the University of 

michigan. While at michigan, he was voted Instructor of the Year by 

second-year dental students for three consecutive years, and in 2002, 

Dr. Wataha received the Teaching Excellence Award at the medical 

college of georgia. Dr. Wataha has published 27 book chapters and 

has more than 120 peer-reviewed publications. 

Dr. Wataha will continue to pursue his research interests, which 

address an interface among the disciplines of dental materials 

science, basic cellular biology and clinical practice. he will also 

maintain his existing collaborations with international investigators 

on interdisciplinary projects focusing on the cellular and molecular 

interactions between oral tissues and materials – a field known as 

biocompatibility.

of living in seattle, he said: “for (mary Jo) and me this is a bit 

like coming home because we have a history here in the Pacific 

northwest….” he and his wife of twenty-six years are eager to take 

advantage of all the city has to offer. Wataha is also an accomplished 

pianist and a composer. “my music is a source of great energy to me; 

it is more than a hobby and less than a profession.” 

Dental Alumni News  winter/spring 2008 17



18

the Department: then, and now…

Today the Department of restorative Dentistry is responsible for 

sixty-eight percent of all pre-doctoral teaching, and encompasses 

the majority of the school’s 500-plus affiliate faculty members, 

many with three or more decades of service to the school in this 

capacity. Under Wataha’s direction, the department will continue 

to offer a post-doctoral graduate program in Prosthodontics and 

maintain an ongoing program of clinical and basic sciences research 

with numerous projects in the areas of biomaterials, preventative 

dentistry and clinical restorative dentistry. 

 “i think that every dental school and department across the 

country has had to make many adjustments in response to financial, 

intellectual, and demographic changes,” said Wataha. “however, 

i think that as a group, the biggest, most important challenge we 

face is finding ways to teach our students to be passionate about 

excellence and about continuing to learn,” he said. 

“These are the tools that will serve them best in their 30-40 year 

careers. To meet this challenge, we must be constantly improving 

ourselves—intellectually and technically. We must keep abreast of 

what our constituents’ need, what our alumni are worried about, and 

how we can best serve our students and our community. We must 

try to be in a position to be the resource for our students and alumni, 

and be their leaders. To do this in the framework of constraints that 

face any department, we must learn to work together in new ways.  

To me, this is the greatest challenge. But it also is a very exciting 

challenge,” Wataha concluded.

 “his history shows that he is ultimately concerned about quality. 

he exudes quality while challenging people in the ideal fashion to 

encourage them to do their best,” said Dr. Berg

“Dr. Wataha is a highly regarded educator and researcher who 

recognizes the significance of incorporating evidence-based dentistry 

into our curriculum for developing ‘master’ clinicians and life-

long learners,” said Dean martha J. somerman, DDs, PhD. “Dr. 

Wataha has a wonderful personality to deal with the many different 

requirements of the chair position,” said mccoy. “Because of the 

huge scope of our teaching effort, he needs to deal with a multitude 

of different personalities. he appears to be very well suited for 

this task. in addition, his history in material research with Dental 

manufacturers is what we need to move our research effort of the 

Department forward.”   

”…the biggest most important challenge we face is finding  

ways to teach our students to be passionate about excellence 

and about continuing to learn.”

 Dr. John WAtAhA
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L to R: Glen Johnson, John Wataha, and Dick McCoy
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over the past two years, the Board of the faculty Practice has been 

considering the best options for the direction of the practice for 

the future. after careful evaluation of options, the Board and Dean 

somerman in consultation with Department chairs decided in august 

2006 to build the new group practice here at the school on D-4. 

The Dental fears research clinic (Dfrc) has moved and now has a 

designated entry for their patients, D-458. faculty in the departments 

of oral medicine, oral and maxillofacial surgery, orthodontics and 

the oral Pathology service will continue to practice in their own 

departments’ clinics.

The faculty practice, also known as UW Dentists, offers a variety of 

services, consultations with experts in their field, and referrals to 

appropriate providers. services include general and esthetic Dentistry, 

Dental hygiene, endodontics, implants, Periodontics, full-mouth 

rehabilitation, oral surgery, orthodontics, oral medicine and orofacial 

Pain, Dental fears and maxillofacial Prosthetic rehabilitation services. 

This new, important resource for our school will encourage a more 

streamlined patient flow and easier access to care for our patients, 

and a resource for alumni and dentists in the community who are 

looking for options for specialty referrals. 

For more information please contact Debbie Eanes,  
manager of the faculty practice (206) 685-8258 and 
uwdentists@u.washington.edu or online:  www.uW-Dentists.org

DePArtMent AnD CliniC UPDAteS

Dental Alumni News  winter/spring 2008

Because the general Practice residency (gPr) and hospital Dentistry 

programs take care of the people that no one else can help, 

each play a vital role in addressing the health care needs of our 

community’s underserved populations. Together, these programs 

offer the only after-hours emergency care in the state, providing 

thousands of patient visits each year for the developmentally 

disabled, psychiatric patients, those who are phobic, and medically-

compromised patients, who may be undergoing treatment for 

cancer, hearth disease, stroke or other debilitating conditions.

The gPr program serves three area hospitals and one community 

clinic: harborview medical center, odessa Brown children’s clinic 

and the veteran’s affairs medical center. in July 2007, the hospital 

Dentistry clinic, which was previously located at UW medical 

center’s roosevelt Building, reopened in the health sciences center 

room D-258 as a division of the Department of oral medicine.  The 

hospital Dentistry clinic has eight treatment rooms, three attending 

dentists, three residents and seven dental support staff (hygienists, 

assistants, office staff).

The clinic will continue to offer treatment to faculty and staff, 

patients requiring assessment and management for dental clearance 

or stabilization prior to medical treatment for cardiac, oncology, 

transplant medicine, and other clinical services. The clinic will also 

continue to specialize in dental care for individuals with complex 

medical problems.  following sixteen years of service as Director of 

general Practice residency (gPr) Program and one year as acting 

Director of hospital Dentistry, Dr. Bart Johnson has decided to 

pursue his interests in private practice.  Dr. Ana martinez and Dr. 

Bob nieman (’79) now serve as co-directors of the gPr Program and 

as attending providers in the hospital Dentistry clinic.

Contact and referrals:

Appointments in Hospital Dentistry Clinic, Health science 

(D-258) 543-1511

inpatient Dental Consultation and services  

(24hrs): Pager: 598-6190

Hospital Dentistry patient Care Coordinator  

(8:00 am – 5:00Pm): 685-2816  Pager: 540-6431

Direct contact with Dental Attending  

(8:00 am – 5:00 Pm): 685-2816 or 543-1511

After Hours Dental emergency Care  

Pager: 598-6190

Welcome “UW Dentists”
General Practice Residency  
(GPR) Program Transition

L to R: UW Dentist Dr. Thomas Flemming and dental assistant Penny Galloway
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Admissions Committee
Jacqueline Bunce

Kathy craig

art Dimarco

richard ferguson

lawrence lawton

John mcfatridge

James mcgraw

michael nelson

rhonda savage 

Pollene speed-mcintyre, ex-officio member 

Dan middaugh, ex-officio member

Dean’s Club Board of Trustees
David minahan, President

Tim Wandell, immediate Past President

mark Drangsholt

Bryan edgar

linda edgar

richard ferguson

mark grace

susan hollinsworth, President-elect

sarah fraker Jensen

vincent g. Kokich

mark Paxton

Diane Paxton

Patricia rothwell

herbert selipsky

laura smith

David Wands

Doug Walsh

 

UW Dental Alumni Association Officers
mike Johnson, President

ed Dolan, President-elect

mike Kern, secretary

mark grace, Treasurer

UW Dental Alumni Full Board Members
David Pitts, faculty representative 

Donald raleigh 

h. sam anderson 

W. alvin gross 

gordon newton 

larry stone 

Joseph grillo 

Donald Pierce               

richard Westin             

fred hasegawa            

robert monsen            

Donald lederman         

al leonard 

Thomas Jones   

Thomas Ware   

martin anderson 

henry surbeck 

chester Woodside 

James seather  

Dexter Barnes  

Patrick fleege  

T. michael Doyle 

richard crinzi    

fred Wemer 

sherwin shinn    

David minahan 

Bryan edgar 

megan richards 

J. michael hardy 

Brewster Bede 

ross fraker 

Thomas e. Jacka 

mike Johnson 

Tony mclaughlin 

mark Drangsholt 

larae vanderschelden 

Teresa yagi 

rosemary Warren 

Janice ikeda 

John hixson 

Beth o’connor 

carrie york

ross Drangsholt 

mike Kern 

mark grace 

amanda Tavoularis 

les seelye 

collins Woodside 

sarah fraker Jensen 

Burleigh surbeck 

edward Dolan 

nicole serra 

michael george 

alex Kang 

Brian almond 

Kim santiago 

Jeremy chaison 

sabrina habib

Dental Public  
Health Sciences
marco alberts
steven albright
robert allen
c.r. anderegg
reinhild ayoub
victor Barry
Kristy sinhee Bae
albert r. Bird
Jorge castillo
mae chin
hashim chothia
chris Delecki
Barry feder
charmaine felix
errol c. fife
Peter filuk
louis fiset
melanie garcia
linda gillis
Daniel s. haghighi

Since its founding in 1946, the UW School of Dentistry has benefited significantly from the generosity  
of countless individuals who have helped ensure that the School remains an institution of distinction. 

Through supporting students, inspiring faculty, developing innovative programs, and improving the School’s 
facilities, the leaders listed in the Volunteer Honor Roll have demonstrated a commitment to excellence in 
the study and practice of dentistry, and in oral health research.

Volunteer Honor Roll
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leeann hoaglin-cooper
susan hollinsworth
olafur hoskuldsson
Kimberly huggins
ellen Jeffcott
ronald Kleinknecht
larry Kuhl
Daryl linnell
michele lloid
henrique soares luis
Kauko makinen
Doreen naughton
martin nigrelle
rama oskouian
fred quarnstrom
Jeffrey rubenstein
Karen sakuma
erik skaret
Timothy a. smith
William f. smith
Jonathan c. su
alvin Thien
annie Tu
Jonacani Tuisuva
ohnmar K. Tut
melanie vergara
Doug Walsh
rod Wentworth
chris Wodja
Dorothy yamamoto
seulki you

Endodontics 
Karim alibhai
maryam aminian
charles Backman
steven Baerg
rebecca Berger
raymond Bogaert
Jeannette Brandal
John r. Bull
Dean Burnett
ali etemad-moghadam
mark freeman
Willis P. gabel
norbert hertl
Paul e. lovdahl
matthew mandel
gerald mccann

Boyd munson
Dzuy nguyen
lynnetta odell
robert J. oswald
sidney r. Patten
Ted Pilot
Don h. Pratten
Tom J. rude
Jeffrey a. samyn
Jeffrey a. short
David steiner
maureen l. swift
Patrick Taylor
eric vetter
John West
ryan Wynne

Kristine yoon lin

Oral & Maxilliofacial  
Surgery
rafael e. alcalde
robert alexander
leon assael
franco audia
richard B. Bell
Pardeep s. Brar
John Brouns
Daniel cheney
richard crinzi
alan Deubner
eric Dierks
gary r. feldman
louis gallia
Kristine grace
ronald guttu
Brian hart
Thomas hohl
Jae hong
William hooe
Kathleen isdith
craig Jonov
manuel la rosa-craig
richard lebeda
g. galia leonard
robert myall
craig neal
mark c. Paxton
Bryce e. Potter
James reed

Brian c. rubens
Paul J. W. stoelinga
ashoka subedar
John Tidwell
Douglas Trippel
german Trujillo
andrew vorono
charles Walters
roger West
michael Whelan

Oral Medicine
roy carlson
rolf christensen
T. michael Doyle          
Dennis edmonds
Brian etscheid
John fitzgerald
anita fok
michael friedrich
ying guo
raymond hsu
charles Johnson
carl lothrop
scott martin
alan moritis
Thanhdung nguyen
serban olaru
Keerti saharabudhe
Dale Townsan
richard voget
Joseph Zimmer

Orthodontics
irena Baker
michelle Brot
B. robert cohanim
David crouch
Jay Decker
John Denny
ross Drangsholt
michael fey
Kristina grey
roy gunsolus
W. michael hairfield
stanton hall
John ive
David Kennedy
vincent g. Kokich

vincent o. Kokich
cynthia Koudela
alton moore
John moore
m. lena omnell
Barbara sheller
Pramod sinha
Ward smalley
eugene supernaw
Daniel Taylor
David Turpin
allan van ness
gregory vaughn
Terry Wallen
Bryan Williams 
heather Woloshyn
Zhihao you 

Pediatric Dentistry
emel agan
cynthia alegre
Timar alem
Kyoko awamura
Bertha Barriga
Jeffrey Berndt
mary elizabeth Bisese
howard Blessing
lisa Block
Daniel Boers
nathan Brenner
laurel Brion
Dave Brown
norm Bunch
Jeffrey camm
robert Thomas cawrse
sophie chang
Daniel cook
Theodore croll
John Dallman
hien Dao
Danny Davidson
carlos Dorantes
chris Delecki
sherry edwards
remigius eussen
Jared evans
errol fife
Patrick fleege
sidney gallegos
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andrew garabedian
anita gartner
John gibbons
Janelle gramson
Daniel haghighi
elizabeth hall
Jeff hays
gerald hino
carrie hjort
Kenny ho
Julie hong
rebecca hora
michael horn
Junn-ming hang
irene hunter
Barbara ireland
lee ann Jinguji
mark Kadoshima
John Kapust
steve Karmy
David Kennedy
steven Kimberley
shinsim Kim
allen Kirkpatrick
mark Koday
stacey Kutsch
Bernard larson
mai le
Jean leconte
Jenny lee
lawrence li
Kristi linsenmayer
John liu
seok Bee lim
roberto llopis
Trent loiseau
sally sue lombardi
larry loveridge
chris lugo
Brian macall
haydon mar
melissa mariman
Jennifer marshall
cody mast
larry mast
nomita mehta
eddie melendez
James miller
nathan mork
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stephanie murai
alejandro narvaez
Thoa nguyen
Joe nieto
gordon nolan
Donna oberg
gregory olson
rama oskouian
David Packard
owen Packard
russell Paravecchio
Jeffrey Parrish
James Pawlecki
Dustin Payne
ralph Peterson
Paul David Phillips
gregory Psaltis
James Pulliam
Donna quinby
Dewitt randall
monty rieger
christopher robertson
Tyron rodriguez
scott rowley
Dale ruemping
eve rutherford
Karen sakuma
camille sata
Barbara sheller
David silver
Dennis sipher
randall B. smith
shane B. smith
steven smutka
Wayne svoboda
robert Taylor
James Thomas
Thovaldur Torfason
Brent Tran
alice Tung
christine Tweedy
Kara Uegawachi
rich Ullsmith
craig Uren
nader vakili
James vento
rusty Walker
victoria Wang-miller
susan Watkins
Jon Way
Priscilla Wig
Julius Willette
Bryan Williams
Dawn Woo
Dali Wu
Karen yee-lo

Periodontics 
Peter agnos
Ken akimoto
William Becker
Jeanne Bertino
steve Bradway
Bobby Butler
marta card

Diana cristea
William h. Dahlberg
l. David engel
Thomas faber
Daniel friedman
Pablo gonzalez Balzar
robin gossage
Jeffrey Kanter
Walter Kegel
linda Konishi
Kenneth lee
michelle lee
er-Jia mao
Toyohiko matsumoto
David mathews
Byron mizuha
Jo moore
martin rabin
ralf schuler
gail scheible
herbert selipsky
Dennis smith
Jessica swoboda
cheryl Townsend

Restorative Dentistry
Jeff abolofia
arash aflatooni
steven albright
robert allen
h. sam anderson
arlan andrews
scott andrews
matthew Bagnulo
ernest Barrett
richard Bass
gary Berner
Bill n. Bethards
richard Bienenfeld
galina Borodyansky
ruth Bourke
myra Brennan
James Bruduk
Tim Butson
raymond scott cahoon
roy carlson
scott cartwright
Teresa castner
Jeff ceyhan
yada chaiyabutur
safeena chatur
raymond chalmers
Jason chang
ya-Pei chang
aleta cheek
David chen
Kinsey chitswe
richard colton
Philip cramer
Brian crawford
ronald Dahl
ryan Darlirian
John Davis
nolan Davis
colin Del rosario

ajay Dhankhar
art Dimarco
edward s. Dolan
Tammy eckart
Bryan edgar
linda edgar
marcus fairbanks
charles farrell
clarence freeman
carol friedel
ronald frost
Jose ingacio gamborena
mark germack
William gilbert
Joseph grillo
imre gyarmati
James haberman
Daryl habich
rockwell hammond
gregory hanson
roger harper
fred hasegawa
harald heindl
James hicks
michael higashi
clarence holden
Tuong-vi hsiung
Kenneth huff
John huleen
mitch hungate
george hussey
louis isquith
Brenda ivans
Dennis Janecke
christine Johnson
Dennis Johnson
James Johnson
marvin Johnson
Warren Johnson
Peter Joss
robert Juhl
michael Jurich
alex Kang
Karen Kant
Dennis Kelly
James Kemper
Phillippe Khayat
gregg Kinzer
William Kirschner
akiko Kitada
alan Kitchel
edward Kleffner
gregory Knutson
John Kois
Thomas Kovaleski
larry Kuhl
allison Kutz
susan laBounty
melissa lee
seungbum lee
nicole leiker
christopher lewis
Warren libman
James lord
richard lowe

Phillip madden
randall maebo
steven marinkovich
glenn Paul martin
Jeanine mcDonald
michael mcDonald
James mchugh
Kenneth mclean
Polly michaels
a. glenn miller
Thomas mitchell
ricardo mitrani
Dennis miya
D. Kent moberly
eugene mumford
alan munk
Jerome murphy
reza nabaie
Bryon nakagawa
greg nash
richard nash
Jeffrey nemitz
earl ness
scott neuhaus
James newman, Jr.
James nguyen
Dennis nordlund
gideon nussbaum
Daniel o’neill
Dawn onesty 
Dana otterholt
rosario Palacios
cynthia Pauley
Jeromy Peterson
Donald Pierce
alfonso Pineyro
Thomas quickstad
melissa rehling
rod robinson
Barrett rochefort
richard rotter
saman saghafi
Bruce sako
gordon sako
Juan carlos salazar
Jed santiago
curtis sapp
rhonda savage
a. hossein shahrasbi
robert shaw
sarah shoffstall
alexander shor
harris silverstein
James sledge
Ward smalley
Dennis smith
Tuanh smith
Jim soine
frank spear
Dorothy stewart
Jennifer strelow
James stoddard
frankie sulaiman
Kris swanson
attila Talaber
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lisa Thoms
alvin Thien
Brent Tingey
marc Tollefson
andrew Traxler
melvyn Trenor
richard Tucker
robert Uhlmansick
sue vetter
nelson vitous
richard voget
chandur Wadhwani
marc Wallace
robert Ward
Thomas Ware
fred Wemer
frederick Westgate
v. Bruce Wilcox
gayne Williams
robert Winter
Wallace Wong
John yae
carrie york
ralph yuodelis
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Dean martha somerman hosted the UW school of Dentistry 

reception at the american Dental association (aDa)’s annual session 

in san francisco, california. The event was held at the W hotel 

near the moscone convention center on saturday, september 29, 

2007. The reception was attended by alumni, faculty, students and 

friends of the school, including Washington state Dental association 

(WsDa) President Dr. Dexter Barnes (’69), and several alumni who 

live in the Bay area such as Dr. Carol mcCutcheon (‘83), Dr. phyllis 

Chen (’98) and Dr. Jim oates (‘79) who came up from Paso robles 

for the event.

May We Write You a Check?
SuppoRt tHE futuRE of tHE uw SCHool of DENtiStRy witH a CHaRitablE Gift aNNuity

it has never been easier to provide for the financial security of you and your loved ones while also supporting 
the uw School of Dentistry and its future.

your gift of cash or marketable securities can provide you with:

•	 Payments	for	life—a	portion	of	which	may	be	tax-free.
•	 Guaranteed,	fixed	income	at	a	high	rate	 
 (dependant on your age).
•	 A	current	income	tax	deduction	for	a	portion	of	your	gift.
•	 Security	in	the	knowledge	you	are	supporting	the	future	 
 of the UW school of Dentistry.

Sample Rate Chart for a $25,000 Charitable Gift annuity on a Single life
aNNuitaNt aGE at Gift aGE 65 aGE 70 aGE 75 aGE 80 aGE 85

annuity rate 6.0% 6.5% 7.1% 8.0% 9.5%

Charitable Deduction* $7,775 $8,980 $10,390 $11,740 $12,750 

annual payment $1,500 $1,625 $1,775 $2,000 $2,375

*the deduction will vary depending on the timing of your gift.

Besides socializing and enjoying excellent food, those attending  

were able to watch the husky football game between the  

University of Washington and top-ranked University of southern 

california (Usc) on a large screen Tv, which generated extra 

excitement and enthusiasm. 
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for more information on how a Charitable Gift annuity can work for you , please call our office of Development: (206) 847-1404

ADA Reception
Draws Large Crowd for Bay-area Event
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Profiles in Service

Mae Chin
Professor and DecoD clinic co-Director mae chin (‘63 hygeine, ‘84 

education) believes giving back to her alma matter means more than 

donating money or resources. it’s also about giving of one’s time and 

talents — something which chin knows a little bit about given her 

commitment to managing the school’s Dental education in care of 

Persons with Disabilities (DecoD) Program. 

since 1974, DecoD has served thousands of patients, many who are 

typically overlooked by traditional dental care programs. chin and 

co-Director glenn govin, with the help of their students and fellow 

staffers, provide dental services to adults with severe developmental 

disabilities (like cerebral palsy, Down syndrome, or autism) or 

acquired disabilities (spinal cord and traumatic brain injuries, strokes, 

alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, or multiple sclerosis).

“challenges abound for persons with disabilities and their 

caregivers,” chin said. “Just getting to an appointment with an oral 

health care provider is a big accomplishment when there are so many 

personal tasks to tend to.” 

These clinics are conveniently located in a variety of settings within 

seattle, including Keiro nursing home, Providence mount vincent 

nursing center, seattle medical rehabilitation center and heritage 

house. But chin’s commitment to this program extends far beyond 

the i-5 corridor and she often travels hundreds of miles to provide 

much-needed oral health care. chin coordinates travel for dental 

students and volunteers to the alternative residential services 

in Walla Walla, reliable enterprises in centralia, frances haddon 

morgan residential center in Bremerton, Delta rehabilitation in 

snohomish, and to private homes to serve patients who are not 

able to get regular care. “once there, it’s the professional’s job to 

make thorough assessments and come up with treatment and home 

health care plans that will help the patient achieve the best oral 

health possible.”

The UW School of Dentistry has an abundance of talent that has made our school an 

example of excellence. In this issue we focus on three of the more than four-thousand alumni 

who inspire us to serve and give back to our community.

chin’s academic career path did not always include dental school. 

she enrolled in a DecoD course as part of her graduate studies and 

“liked the challenge” of working with developmentally disabled 

adults and children. But it wasn’t until a chance meeting with Dr. 

roy mar (’56) that she discovered she could establish a career out 

of helping others. “Through his mentoring and encouragement 

to be the best i could be, i changed my major from nursing to 

dental hygiene.” 

a first-generation chinese american, chin’s empathy and 

compassion for others facing challenges results from her own life 

experiences and the hardships she witnessed within her community 

while growing up. like mar did for her, chin encourages and 

mentors students who are preparing for a career in dentistry and 

who want to learn to care for patients with physical, mental, and 

emotional disabilities, as well as the medically compromised elderly.

Within the dental community, chin is well-known for encouraging 

fellow alumni and dental professionals to find a way to be of service 

to their profession or in the community. she asks them at every 

opportunity to think how they can use their skills and interests to 

participate in professional or community activities. “consider the 

time you have to give, family obligations, and start small to get an 

idea of what the project really involves. Then commit .”
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Kyoko Awamura & Thomas Morton
Dr. Kyoko awamura (‘87 DDs, ‘96 Pediatric Dentistry), a pediatric 

dentist and part-time faculty member at the UW school of Dentistry, 

and her husband, Dr. Thomas morton, (’74 Pathology, ‘75 oral 

medicine), a professor in the UW school of Dentistry, have not 

only been generous donors to the school, but they have also 

made a contribution through service to the University and the 

surrounding community. 

The school of Dentistry and the discipline of dentistry both have 

special meaning to these “double Dawgs.” in 2002, their generosity 

helped to establish the Peter K. Domoto fund for children and in 

2006 they created the endowed fellowship for Pediatric Dentistry/

oral Biology leadership in children’s oral health research, which 

provides support for graduate students who are jointly enrolled in the 

Department of oral Biology’s PhD program and the Department of 

Pediatric Dentistry’s specialty degree program. 

“i became a Pediatric Dentist because of Dr. Peter Domoto, my 

mentor,” says awamura. “he was the chair of pediatric dentistry 

when i graduated from dental school and he took me under his wing. 

i loved and admired him so much that i wanted to be just like him.”

a native of Japan -- and an aspiring dentist since age 10 -- awamura 

is a first-generation immigrant who came to the United states on a 

rotary club-sponsored exchange. at 17 years of age, she opted to 

stay in the U.s. and continue on to college. “i feel very fortunate to 

be able to realize the american Dream,” she says, “so i feel it is my 

duty to serve those who are less fortunate.” 

equally important to awamura and morton is their desire to leave a 

legacy of positive experiences for their patients and to prepare the 

next generation of dental students for a career in dentistry. “We 

want to help those who want to pursue an academic career,” says 

awamura. “i am very happy that i chose dentistry as my career. i want 

to help educate the next generation of my colleagues.” and they do. 

in addition to her private practice and teaching at the University, Dr. 

awamura travels to lake Washington Technical college each spring 

to talk with dental hygiene students about the field of pediatric 

dentistry. in her “free” time, she speaks to her son’s Japanese school 

class about oral health. 

for Dr. morton, 2007 marked his fourth year on the executive 

committee for the Washington section of the american college of 

Dentists. he is actively involved with the seattle-King county Dental 

society’s membership committee and mass Disasters committee. he 

has also contributed to numerous committees and task forces such as 

the governor’s advisory council on hiv/aiDs and the state’s hiv/aiDs 

Dental Task force in the late 1990s. morton belongs to the american 

academy of forensic science and has been a member of the 

american academy of oral Pathology since 1975. for more than three 

decades, he has also been a consultant to the King county medical 

examiner and has worked on many high-profile forensics cases.

“i have always operated under the concept that i am helping the 

individual and his or her family and friends when i help with an 

identification,” he says. “i view it as a form of public service.”

giving to the dental profession through public service is just one  

more way UW school of Dentistry alumni like Drs. awamura and 

morton are contributing to the success of the next generation 

of dental professionals.
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thirty-six.
That’s the number of times Dr. Brian toolson (’67) has been voted by 

students to receive a dental school honor during his career of service 

spanning almost as many years. having dedicated his professional life 

to the success of the next generation of UW dental students, from all 

accounts Dr. Toolson is worthy of this unprecedented honor. and so, 

when his former student, longtime friend and colleague, Dr. scott 

Andrews (‘80) and his wife, lisa, established an endowment in his 

name, the only one astonished by the gesture was Dr. Toolson. 

The andrews created the Brian Toolson endowed scholarship for 

excellence in removable Prosthodontics with a $100,000 gift, which 

will receive an additional $50,000 in matching funds from the UW 

through the students first matching initiative. The scholarship will 

be awarded each spring to three second-year students who have 

demonstrated excellence in removable Prosthodontics, the discipline 

to which both men have devoted their careers. 

The andrews’ motivation for a gift of this significance was inspired 

by the philanthropy of another faculty member, Dr. David H. 

Wands (’72) Prosthodontics, who established a $500,000 endowed 

fellowship for the graduate Prosthodontic program in 1999. 

“i cannot say enough about Dr. Toolson and how he has impacted 

my life,” says Dr. andrews of his long-time mentor and friend. “What 

inspired lisa and me to create an endowment in Dr. Toolson’s name 

was the man himself. he always went out of his way to help anyone 

who needed his assistance. There is a reason why he wins the Teacher 

of the year award almost every year.” 

With a dental career covering more than thirty years, Dr. Toolson is 

one of the most celebrated and revered teachers on campus and 

in the community. he received his DDs from the UW in 1967 and 

his msD in Prosthodontics in 1977. he joined the Department of 

Prosthodontics in July of 1972 and became an associate Professor 

in 1980. Dr. Toolson also served as chair of the Department of 

Prosthodontics from 1995-2003 and as interim Dean of clinical 

affairs in 2003. he has received numerous additional honors, 

including the outstanding instructor award a record twenty-seven 

times and the Teacher of the year four times. he has also been 

selected as commencement speaker five times. most notably, Dr. 

Toolson was chosen for the Bruce r. rothwell lifetime achievement 

in Teaching award in 2005 to honor his extensive accomplishment 

and long-term commitment to excellence in dental education.

One Good Turn Deserves Another
How the talents of Dr. Brian Toolson inspired the generosity  
of Dr. Scott Andrews and his wife, Lisa

 

“surprised and honored!” confesses Dr. Toolson, who has been 

teaching and lecturing full-time since 1971. “(Dr. andrews) could 

have just as easily established the endowment in his name but to 

have my name attached to something that will help students is a 

great honor.” Dr. andrews first met Dr. Toolson in the mid-seventies, 

when he served as his Prosthodontics advisor. Dr. andrews considers 

himself fortunate to have worked with him in this capacity. “school 

was tough enough but to have a smiling face to encourage you was 

great. he was always there to help you and no question was too silly 

to ask.“

“i hope that i have been kind and helpful to students and made 

their journey through dental school a little easier…That is what 

is important to me.” for Dr. Toolson, though, his proudest 

accomplishment is his family. “i have been married to the same 

wonderful person for 45 years, raised 5 children that are doing well 

and have 15 grandchildren. That is my legacy.” 

for Dr. andrews and a generation of students, Dr. Toolson’s impact 

goes far beyond that. states an emphatic Dr. andrews, “i wanted 

to give something back to the school and the teacher who gave me 

so much…. i hope other dentists will donate money to their favorite 

teacher or department and remember that this school awarded them 

with a great education.“

L to R: Scott Andrews amd Brian Toolson with student and patient

if you would like to contribute to the Brian toolson endowed 

scholarship please contact Dentistry Development.
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The University of Washington school of Dentistry is pleased to 

announce the choice of Dr. Jennifer emerson (’02) and Dr. 

madelyn fletcher stark as the 2007 David h. Wands fellows in 

graduate Prosthodontics. This year’s decision was unique because 

of the committee’s decision to bestow the award on two recipients, 

rather than choosing one over the other, as in previous years.

Dr. David Wands, (’72), msD, and a former UW school of Dentistry 

faculty member in the Department of Prosthodontics, established 

the $500,000 David h. Wands endowment fellowship in graduate 

Prosthodontics in appreciation of his prosthodontics alma mater. The 

intent of the fellowship is to provide financial support for graduate 

students enrolled in the UW graduate Program in Prosthodontics, 

leading to the award of a certificate in Prosthodontics and/or a 

master of science in Dentistry.

“The demand for educators in Prosthodontics is immense,” said Dr. 

Ariel J. raigrodski DmD, ms, associate Professor and Director, 

graduate Prosthodontics, Department of restorative Dentistry UW 

school of Dentistry. “consequently, the Wands fellowship committee 

determined that it was appropriate and necessary to name both Dr. 

emerson and Dr. fletcher as 2007 Wands fellows, with a full $10,000 

award for each, in hopes of making a more substantial impact on the 

future of dental education and on the lives of our graduate students 

with Dr. Wands’ generous gift.”

emerson, a seattle native, attended mount rainier high school 

where she completed the international Baccalaureate Diploma 

program earning a Bs in chemistry at yale University. she graduated 

in 2002 with awards in “governance & service” and “hospital 

Dentistry” from the University of Washington school of Dentistry. in 

2003 she earned a certificate in general Practice residency (gPr), 

and spent three years on faculty in hospital Dentistry at UW.

fletcher stark, grew up on a farm in chehalis, Washington. she 

attended Walla Walla University, and graduated in 2000 from loma 

linda University school of Dentistry. after two years of full-time 

teaching at loma linda University, she joined her father’s practice 

in Tumwater, Washington, before becoming a resident in graduate 

Prosthodontics at the UW school of Dentistry.

Dr. Wands graduated with honors from Baltimore college of Dental 

surgery and earned his msD and certificate in Prosthodontics 

from the University of Washington in 1972. he served for many 

years with the U.s. Public health service, achieving the rank of 

full commander before moving back to seattle to join the UW 

Prosthodontic Department faculty as an assistant professor in 1974. 

he held a faculty appointment at the UW for 23 years, in addition 

to establishing a private practice in 1980 limited to fixed and 

removable prosthodontics in olympia, Washington.

UW School of Dentistry Announces 
Two 2007 David H. Wands Fellows in Graduate Prosthodontics

Dental Alumni News  winter/spring 2008 L to R: Jennifer Emerson, David Wands and Marilyn Fletcher Stark
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Faculty News

Honors 

Dr. Doris stiefel, (’51) medicine (’71) DDs, received the Carolyn 

Danz lifetime Achievement Award on september 9 during the 

93rd annual meeting of the Kline galland center and affiliates. 

The caroline Kline galland home, a nursing facility located in 

the seward Park neighborhood. The award was bestowed on Dr. 

stiefel for her “contributions to the field of dentistry to seniors and 

the disabled.” Dr. stiefel has served as the chair of their Dental 

committee since 1981.  

Drs. e. ricardo schwedhelm and Ariel raigrodski, faculty 

members in the Department of restorative Dentistry, were inducted 

as Distinguished fellows into the international College of 

Dentists (iCD) during the the convocation on september 28 at the 

hilton hotel in san francisco during the aDa annual meeting. The 

icD is a world-wide dental honorary with chapters around the world.  

membership is by invitation only.  

Dr. mark Drangsholt (‘84), chair of the nomination committee, 

presented the Bruce r. rothwell Teaching awards during this year’s 

faculty retreat. Dr. John evans (’75), Department of oral and 

maxillofacial surgery, received the Bruce r. rothwell Distinguished 

Teaching award in recognition of outstanding and innovative 

teaching. Dr. James stoddard (’61), Department of restorative 

Dentistry, received the Bruce r. rothwell lifetime achievement in 

Teaching award to honor his extensive accomplishment and long-

term commitment to excellence in dental education. Dr. patricia 

rothwell (‘84); sister -in-law Donna Kilburg; and niece molly were 

also present at the ceremony. Both recipients received a plaque and 

$3,500. in addition, their names will be inscribed on a perpetual 

plaque on display outside the office of the Dean.  

The american college of Prosthodontists and the UW school of Dentistry 

are teaming up for the American College of prosthodontists (ACp) 

esthetic Continuum, august 15th and 16th, 2008. This two-day 

program will provide clinicians and laboratory technicians with a unique 

comprehensive update in esthetic dentistry from leaders in the field, 

including Drs. Joseph Kan, robert Kelly, Daniel edelhoff, gerard 

Chiche, vincent o. Kokich (‘99), Hisham nasr, Harel simon and 

Ariel raigrodski, who will close the program with his lecture titled 

“Update on Zirconia-Based restorations: a clinical Perspective.” 

Thanks to the tireless efforts of Dr. raigrodski, this event marks 

the first occasion that the american college of Prosthodontists is 

teaming up with the University of Washington for continuing Dental 

education at the national level. 

Please mark your calendars and take advantage of this unique 

program. more information is available by calling: (206) 543-5923

It is because of our students, staff and faculty that the UW School of Dentistry enjoys 

unprecedented success. We have an abundance of talent that has made our School an 

example of excellence. While many factors play into the support of this reputation, 

we pause to recognize just a few of our faculty members’ achievements which help to 

ensure that our School continues to be among the top in the nation
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many americans fear heights, crowds – even dentistry. But alumnus 

1 sidney (sid) gallegos’ foremost fear is less common: being ordinary.

“… in my life’s journey i can tell you that there are extraordinary 

people all around who i admire and respect. i expect that i’ll continue 

challenging myself and others in this ‘unordinary’ life.”

Dr. gallegos, a pediatric dentist with a private practice in federal Way, 

Washington, has challenged himself throughout his career. much 

of his work has involved serving the under-served, and children in 

particular. gallegos is an advocate at heart. case in point: in the late 

1970s, gallegos joined a hispanic committee comprised of students, 

health professionals and health administrators working to address 

the health care needs of the spanish-speaking community in western 

Washington. This committee was able to obtain a federal grant, 

and together, they founded sea-mar health clinic, the first hispanic 

health clinic in Western Washington. Today, sea-mar operates 

ten medical clinics and ten dental clinics, and continues to provide 

medical and dental care, as well as elderly nursing care, mental 

health, substance abuse, and other social services for numerous multi-

racial communities in these areas.

far from ordinary, gallegos’ career has been filled with challenges and 

triumphs, often in pursuit of serving the low-income, underserved 

and the underinsured. in the 1990s he was an early advocate for the 

access to Baby and child Dentistry (aBcD) Program which focuses on 

preventive and restorative dental care for medicaid-eligible children. 

“i’m always amazed at stories about how dentists travel to far 

countries on missions to treat impoverished patients… yet here in 

this country we have thousands of patients who need dental care 

and don’t have access to treatment…. if every dentist in this country 

treated one patient or family pro-gratis yearly it would make a 

significant difference in our society… “

as a dental student, gallegos also faced financial hardship. much of 

his education was financed with student loans and a national health 

service scholarship. realizing how expensive dental schools have 

become, he feels compelled to work to ensure that financial aid is 

available to those who need it most. “The costs students face today 

are skyrocketing annually,” explains gallegos. “many students are 

incurring tremendous debt in funding their education. educational 

funds are getting more difficult to find.” gallegos’ commitment 

was made manifest last october when he helped to convene a 

group of over sixty stakeholders for the school’s first 2 “Partners in 

Diversity” Dinner in seattle. The program featured 3 UW President 

mark emmert and associate Dean of educational Partnerships Dr. 

Douglass Jackson, and brought together alumni, students, faculty, 

staff and community leaders from eastern and western Washington. 

The discussion focused on the growing disparity in oral healthcare 

among underrepresented communities in our region and how the 

stakeholders and the school could attract and retain students from 

this constituency into dental professions. “needless to say, any funds 

that a student can receive will be of help. The committee is ambitious 

and is working hard at setting and achieving goals.” says gallegos. 

“i’ve always felt that graduates of this great institution should give 

back in some fashion whether that (is) monetarily, as a volunteer on 

a committee, as an affiliate instructor, or as a goodwill ambassador.” 

he adds: “(Dental school) was rigorous and demanded lots of time. 

Because of that hard work, today the majority of dental graduates live 

a high quality life in our society and what better way to demonstrate 

our appreciation than to give back to our school which taught us the 

skills to succeed in our profession.”

gallegos has distinguished himself among his peers throughout his 

illustrious 25-year career. he balances his work as a pediatric dentist with 

an equally-busy personal life. he is an avid fisherman, world traveler, 

aspiring black belt in the martial arts and father to daughter anna sofia. 

it would be hard to say he leads an ordinary life.

A life LESS ordinary
Alumni Profile: Dr. Sid Gallegos (’81)
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for more than six decades, the school has taken pride in advancing 

science to help address the most urgent oral health needs at 

home and abroad. as a result, the role of our faculty has evolved 

to encompass not only the teaching of current knowledge, but in 

creating new knowledge through research. While basic research 

in university laboratories will always be needed to unearth new 

approaches to prevention and treatment, the future of research is 

seemingly predicated on the application of new approaches executed 

outside the walls of the school. 

since its inception, the school has sought to prepare our dental 

students to be the most competent oral health care professionals 

possible. This is accomplished in part by immersing them in a 

curriculum that is grounded in clinical research but also includes 

rotations in-state and throughout the region. subsequently, our 

dental students graduate with a better understanding of the practical 

applications of research and how it relates to improved oral health. it 

is this approach to student education that requires our faculty to be 

engaged in creating new knowledge as well as assessing how new 

knowledge affects what they teach. 

it’s been said that there is no better way to be involved in the process 

of discovery than to actively participate in a process. a recently 

awarded curriculum development grant from the national institute of 

Dental craniofacial research (niDcr) will provide the school with an 

opportunity to do just that. The grant, headed by Dr. linda leresche, 

will enable the school to further develop an atmosphere where 

research is something dental students can participate in throughout 

their training and not only as a graduate student or academician. it 

will also afford students a chance to work more closely with faculty 

in elective courses to assess the amount and quality of evidence from 

research surrounding key clinical issues, which will influence how they 

and other dentists practice.

equally-important to the future of the profession is the participation 

by existing dental practitioners who are eager to make a contribution 

to research and help shape the future of dentistry.

Participants who are enrolled in the nih-funded northwest 

PreceDenT, the practice-based research network, conduct research 

in “real world” settings which impact the discovery process equal to 

that which occurs in the recesses of a laboratory. 

in addition, the collaborative and multidisciplinary research 

environment at the University level encourages researchers to 

work with other scientists who have complementary expertise 

across departments and oftentimes across research institutions. for 

example, much of leresche’s research has involved people from 

other departments in the school, from oB/gyn and Psychiatry in the 

school of medicine, and from the research center at group health. 

as a result of this trend towards cross-disciplinary collaboration, 

an increasing number of dental students have become interested 

in research, and more student-faculty research collaborations. said 

leresche, “as technologies change and our understanding of 

human biology and behavior is blossoming, research is becoming an 

increasingly important aspect of dentistry.”

Spotlight on Research
After decades of innovative approaches to clinical research, the prevalence of practice-based-research 

across the country is increasing rapidly. In an effort to keep pace with this trend and the emerging 

needs of our students’ prospective patient populations, UW School of Dentistry faculty are expanding 

the scope of their research to take place not only in the laboratory, but also in the “field”…
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students recognize the importance of this changing tide as well. “The 

departments of Dental Public health and oral medicine are world 

leaders in creating profoundly strong evidence for the most clinically-

relevant questions. The oral Biology and Periodontics departments 

are deciphering the mechanistic bases of oral disease and through, 

collaborations with Bioengineering and microbiology, are inventing 

solutions to many age-old problems in dentistry,” said fourth-year 

dental student Jeremy horst (’08). “Through the interplay of basic 

sciences, bioinformatics, materials bioengineering, and clinical trials, 

we will create preventive, diagnostic and therapeutic strategies 

with increasing accuracy and long term efficacy. our students will 

be exposed to this revolution in treatment modalities, putting our 

school’s graduates at the cutting edge of oral health therapy.”

Whether it is Dr.richard Presland’s 3 focus on key roles that proteins 

play in the formation and maintenance of vital barriers, Dr. sue 

herring’s 2 research on the mechanical responsiveness of bones to 

orthodontics, or horst’s 1 current research exploring the patterns 

found across many genomes to unlock the mysteries in mineralization 

proteins, it is this kind of innovation in research and the discovery of 

new diagnostic tools and materials used to pinpoint oral health trends 

and provide dental care to the people and communities who need it 

most that influences the school’s research program. 

from tissue engineering, to bone and tooth biology, to TmJ, 

intriguing topics will be found in every direction and on display 

this fall as students and faculty together explore current scientific 

initiatives at the annual research Day symposium. What was once a 

low-key gathering has grown steadily each year and evolved into a 

showcase for our rich research agenda. The halls will be bustling with 

students and faculty bursting with pride – each equally proud to see 

the “fruits” of their labors tangibly displayed in posters and depicted 

in oral presentations – each holding the promise of new ways of 

treating and preventing conditions related to dentistry and beyond.

said leresche, the school is fortunate to be located in an 

environment that promotes a seamless exchange of ideas and 

collaborative development. “Through the intermingling of clinicians, 

researchers, lecturers, and undergraduate, professional, and graduate 

students, in six different health sciences schools housed under one 

roof, we innovate the future of healthcare.” 

if the past is a good predictor of the future, the UW school of 

Dentistry will continue to innovate and lead the region in forward-

thinking research efforts. This is what differentiates us from our peer 

institutions, colleagues and competitors and is what will continue to 

advance us through the decades ahead.
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since its inception just over three years ago, the homeless Teen Dental 

clinic rotation at the 45th street clinic has provided an increasing 

number of students an opportunity to serve their community. 

Dr. Donald Chi (‘06) was inspired to help address the oral health 

care needs of homeless teens on his way back and forth to class 

along “The ave.” subsequently, Donald researched the need, and 

gained faculty support and that of the Puget sound neighborhood 

health center at the 45th street clinic. he recruited a few  

classmates and presented a proposal for his project. The rest,  

as they say, is history.

The response to meeting the oral health care needs of the patients 

of the 45th street homeless Teen clinic has been overwhelmingly 

positive. since the evening clinic’s doors opened, members of three 

classes of dental students and faculty advisors have participated in 

numerous clinic sessions. The american Dental association (aDa)

has donated supplies and earlier this year, former class president Dr. 

remy Choi (‘07) stewarded a class gift in the amount of $3,000. 

To date, the clinic has received $500 in additional matching 

contributions. if you are interested in making a contribution to 

the 45th street homeless Teen Dental clinic please contact Joseph 

sparacio, Development Director, Puget sound neighborhood health 

centers: (206) 548-3061 or josephs@psnhc.org   

the work of the 45th street Clinic complements the dental  

care that the uW school of Dentistry provides to vulnerable 

populations. We applaud the Class of 2007 for their commit-

ment to improving access to care and the solidarity expressed 

by our dental school community!

Class of 2007 gives 45th Street Clinic Homeless a Boost
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L to R: Christina Feliz, Remy Choi, Devin Fischer, Sara Haley,  Julidang Chue, Annie Sohn  
Back row; clockwise: faculty members Bea Gandara, Gabriela Ibarra, Glenn Gavin  Front, center: Donald Chi

CoMMUnity oUtreACh SPotlight
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CLASS OF 1951
Class of 1951 Legacy Scholarship has been recently created by Sam Anderson 
and Alberta Y. Tefft. The endowment is matched by the UW fifty cents to the 
dollar and will help dental students with the heavy debt load that they have 
getting an education today. Sam encourages all to donate. For more information, 
please call Dental Alumni Director Randy Newquist: (206)543-7297.

CLASS OF 1952
Dr. Rollin L. Hurd, Kirkland, WA. The following information is listed on the new 
WWII Memorial Registry online:

“Departed the continental U.S. with his unit on November 25, 1944 bound for 
Marseilles, France. As part of Task Force Linden, entered combat in Vicinity of 
Strasbourg on December 24, 1944 during the Battle of the Bulge and fought 
in the Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central Europe Campaign. Recommended for 
Silver Star Medal for entering live mine field to save wounded comrade and 
removing him to safety. Honorably discharged as a Technician Fifth Grade on 
Mar 30, 1946 at Fort Lewis, WA. Earned the Bronze Star Medal; Combat Medic 
Bade, Good Conduct Medal, American Campaign Medal, European-African 
Middle Eastern Campaign Medal with three Bronze Battle Stars, and the WWII 
Victory Medal.”

CLASS OF 1958 
Dr. Richard Westin, Bellevue, WA. We will celebrate our 50th class reunion on 
Saturday, September 20, 2008. A dinner will be held on the 20th and a golf 
tournament the day before. Mark your calendars. More information can be 
located in the “Reunion” section of this Newsletter.

CLASS OF 1959
Dr. Desmond G. Neff, Edmonds, WA. Bev and I are enjoying retirement. It has 
been nine years. Des does voluntary dentistry about two days a month on a 
mobile van for Medical Teams International. Bev’s cancer has been in remission 
for a year. She is feeling great.

CLASS OF 1961
Dr. Roger A. Meyer, Smyrna, GA. I retired from the practice of oral and 
maxillofacial surgery on July 1, 2007. Writing, travelling, tennis, bicycling, 
running, hiking, cooking, piano and more time for my wife, Sheila, and my 
grandchildren are filling my days. It’s a real pleasure to no longer be a slave to 
my practice after forty years! It would be a pleasure to see you in Atlanta. 

CLASS OF 1967
Dr. Marvin E. Swainson, Yakima, WA. After 40 terrific years of dental practice in 
Yakima, I am retiring. It’s been great!!!

News

CLASS OF 1970
Dr. James C. Cockrell, Olympia, WA. Our oldest son will graduate from Tufts 
Dental School, May ’08, and I hope will join me in the next few years so I can 
work less. Our youngest son graduates from the UW undergrad, June ’08, and 
he will be applying to dental school for 2009.

CLASS OF 1972
Dr. E. David Engst, Bellingham, WA. I retired from orthodontics. I now spend 
about half time in Latin America doing dentoalveolar surgery. In March I 
operated in an abandoned hospital and lived with the Zapatisa rebels in the 
mountains of Chiapas, Mexico.

Dr. Von W. Kuehn, Anacortes, WA. Since retirement in 1999, my wife Betty and 
I have been administrators of a Rotary International Dental Project. We are 
always searching for volunteer dentists to serve in rural eastern Guatemala. If 
interested, please contact us at vonbetty@comcast.net and we will be happy to 
give you more details.

Dr. Russell Bruce Timms, Longview, WA. Chediomyopathy and congestive heart 
failure forced me to retire from clinical dentistry in March, 2007. I continue to 
serve on the Washington Dental Board and examine for WREB and CRDTS. Golf 
is a new learned activity that I now have more time to enjoy. A retrospective 
look back at thirty-five years of clinical practice is nostalgic. Mt. St. Helens 
created a major speed bump in my practice experience and changed 
directionality. Two deployments to Bosnia with the U.S. Army Reserves also were 
memorable.

CLASS OF 1973
Dr. Burl B. Buskirk, Jr., Gig Harbor, WA. Because of a hereditary tremor, I have 
retired from dentistry and sold my practice of 34 years in Gig Harbor. I am 
currently in a Masters of Addiction Studies Program at Hazelden in Center City, 
MN and will graduate in April, 2008. I plan on starting a private practice in 
chemical dependency counseling in the South Puget Sound area.

Dr. Paul G. Rubin, Seattle, WA. I was awarded Master of the International 
Academy of Oral Medicine and Toxicology (IAOMT) at their annual Scientific 
Session in Las Vegas in September. Mastership is the highest award bestowed 
by the Academy, recognizing outstanding education, research, service and 
leadership in the IAOMT. I have been an active member and served on its Board 
of Directors for many years. I am in private practice in Seattle.

Dr. Dennis Jay Litowitz, Tacoma, WA. I retired in 2004. Divides time between 
fishing the flats from my house in Mt. Myers, FL and spending time in the 
Northwest at my home there.

Dr. Robert William McCulloch, Yakima, WA.  I sold my practice on July 15th, 
2007.  I have and continue to help out at the YVCC Hygiene Clinic; so while not 
completely retired, I did give up the headaches and problems that staff, patients 
and third party payers can cause.  Life is nice!

Class Notes
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Class Notes
CLASS OF 1975
Dr. James L. Ribary, Gig Harbor, WA. I finally have my first grandson, Rowan 
James Ribary. I have been busy with WSDA activities. When you get a call from 
me, I am usually asking for your time or money!

CLASS OF 1976
Dr. Bryan C. Edgar, Federal Way, WA. I was appointed to the ADA Commission 
on Dental Accreditation in January, 2007 and began to serve as the Secretary-
Treasurer of the Washington State Dental Association this fall. Needless to say 
life has been very busy. We also had a great time at our 30th dental school 
reunion last year.

CLASS OF 1977-PROSTHDOnTiCS
Dr. Peter Stevenson-Moore, North Vancouver, BC, Canada. I am retiring on 
March 30th, 2008 from the Oral Oncology Program of the British Columbia 
Cancer Agency after 30 years, to concentrate on private practice.

CLASS OF 1978
Susan M. Hollinsworth reports that Dr. Jack Anderson of Sequim, WA. is a 
Lutheran pastor in Sequim and sings in the Peninsula Men’s Gospel Group.

CLASS OF 1980
Dr. Gary E. Heyamoto, Bothell, WA. In November 2007, my practice expanded 
to include Dr. Tammy Eckart. A native of Green Bay, Wisconsin, we’re proving 
“Packers” and “Seahawks” can co-exist. Seriously, I’m pleased to be working 
with such a talented, hard working younger dentist.

CLASS OF 1992
Dr. Linda J. Edgar, Federal Way, WA. I was elected in July 2007 to National 
Secretary of the Academy of General Dentistry.
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Dr. Chen's practice in Bellevue

CLASS OF 2003
Dr. Ronald H. Hsu, Vancouver, WA. Misty and I returned to Vancouver, WA in 
July 2006. In addition to our two Tar Heel children, we now also have a Husky 
boy. Planning for our five-year reunion is in full swing. If you have not been 
receiving emails from me regarding our reunion, please contact me at dr.ron.
shu@gmail.com.

CLASS OF 2004
Dr. Nelson H. Chen, Bellevue, WA. I am happy to say that Advanced Dentistry 
Northwest is completed and open in Bellevue. The Advanced Dentistry 
Northwest Project started in mid 2005 from planning to completion of the 
building in July 2007. Digital integration and technology were implemented 
strictly to meet the demand for the 21st century. The whole office is networked 
and chartless for maximum efficiency and safety. The goal for the office is 
patient comfort, education, and superior service.

Another unique feature of the office is the building exterior siding system. It is a 
material called Ceraclad which has been proven to help avoid mold and health 
problems and dry-rot in walls. The reason why this system was chosen is simple: 
we wanted to provide superb materials not just to the patients, but also to the 
building that houses the patients.
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‘67

‘97

Reunions
CLASS OF 1958
Mark your calendar for our 50th Reunion Festivities. We will have our Golf 
Tournament on Friday the 19th of September, Dinner on Saturday the 20th at 
Carolan Point in Kirkland. For more information, please call Dr. Richard Westin:  
(425) 746-1641 or (760) 778-1938 or by email: wyrbendr@aol.com

CLASS OF 1967
The Class of 1967 celebrated their 40th reunion at an informal gathering 
at El Gaucho Restaurant on Friday, July 20 and a more formal dinner at the 
Waterfront Restaurant. Thirty two members of the class attended the festivities. 
The group talked about everything, from retirement plans and grandchildren to 
the health of fellow classmates. It was fun seeing all of the old guys and the 
group decided to meet more frequently, possibly annually. (Submitted by Dr. 
Chet Woodside, Class Representative)

CLASS OF 1977
Mark your calendars for our upcoming 30th (somewhat late) Reunion.  
It will be held on Saturday, July 12, 2008. More details coming soon. If you 
would like to help or if you have questions, please contact Megan Richards at 
megrichards@aol.com . I look forward to seeing all of you this July!

CLASS OF 1997
The class of 1997 held their 10th reunion on July 21 at F.X. McRory’s in 
downtown Seattle. The celebration was well attended including several spouses 
and some members traveled far to attend, even one classmate from Arizona! The 
families of our graduates have expanded considerably since our fifth reunion. At 
this time we have several individuals who pursued a specialty following graduation. 
We are proud to have in our midst four orthodontists, two pedodontists, one oral 
surgeon and one endodontist. A class list with up–to-date information was sent via 
email to the class. We are looking forward to our next reunion in another 10 years! 
(Submitted by Dr. Collins Woodside, Class Representative)

UW Prosthodontic Alumni Association Reunion  
September 10-14, 2008 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Bellevue, Washington. The 
reunion will include a symposium and CDE course titled, “Implants in the esthetic 
zone: periodontal, surgical, restorative and laboratory considerations.” For more 
information please call (425) 486-2715.

Please send class note updates (including marriages, 
births, professional news, awards, travel and photos); 
correspondence, death notices and remembrances (250 word 
maximum);and address changes to Dental Alumni news, UW 
School of Dentistry, Box 357137, Seattle, WA 98195-7137.

Class of 1967 Reunion: Terry and Sharen Grubb; Jack Bartoff; Sue McFarlan,  
Sis Woodside and Leanne Seims; Sis and Chet Woodside. 

Class of 1997 Reunion: Kelly and Troy Garwood, Wallace and Alicia Wong, Pablo Nicado, Val and Joe Hwang, Steve and Ann Broughton
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Class Notes
In memoriam
Dr. Edward A. Olson CLASS OF 1953

Dr. Edward A. Olson, passed away on July 18, 2007. He was living in Sedona, AZ.

Dr. E. Ralph Schumacher CLASS OF 1959  (PEDiATRiC DEnTiSTRy)

Dr. E. Ralph Schumacher, Pediatric Dentistry, a longtime resident of Mercer 
Island, passed away on August 3, 2007. He was born in Dubuque, Iowa to Anna 
Martha Pearl Dausener and Erwin Manstedt Schumacher. Following graduation 
from high school in 1939, he went to the University of Northern Iowa and 
then enlisted in the US Army Reserve. He was called to active duty in June of 
1943 and served in the South Pacific until January, 1946. He graduated from 
the University of Northern Iowa in 1947. He then entered the University of 
Iowa Dental School, graduating in 1956. He moved to Seattle in 1956 to serve 
a dental internship in the U.S. Public Health Hospital. Upon its completion, 
he attended the University of Washington Pediatric Dentistry Program and 
received his post graduate degree in 1959. During his entire professional career, 
Ralph gave generously of his time to the UW Pediatric Dentistry Department, 
the Ryther Childen’s Clinic, and over 15 years volunteering at the Odessa 
Children’s Clinic in Seattle. He was an avid fisherman, hunter, Ham Radio 
enthusiast and a longtime Husky Football ticket holder. He retired in 1976 
after a time in association with Dr. Wendy Spektor. He was a loving husband, 
father, grandfather and brother. Dr. Schumacher is survived by his wife, Dorothy, 
children, Charles R. (Dianna), David E. (Paulette Evans), Kim Miller (Karim) and 
Charles F. Kouba; 7 grandchildren, 1 great grandchild, and brother, Donald P. 
Schumacher, MD (Roma Jean) and family.

Dr. Sidney Calvo, CLASS OF 1966

Dr. Sidney “Stan” Calvo passed away on December 17th. He graduated from the 
UW School of Dentistry in 1966. He established his practice in Burien, WA. Stan 
was an accomplished musician. He played the trombone and piano. He also 
enjoyed skiing, boating, golf, and traveling. Among all of his attributes his love 
for his family surpassed all others. He married his childhood sweetheart, Barbara 
Kahn, in 1960. Together, they had three children and four grandchildren. Stan 
is survived by his wife Barbara, daughter Dr. Toni Waldbaum (Ron) and their 
children Solomon, Shayna, and Gabriel; sons Shaya (Sydney) and their daughter 
Sally Fortuna; and Dr. Richard Calvo (Leslie).

Dr. Richard A. Wendt CLASS OF 1966

Dr. Richard A. Wendt passed away on August 2, 2007 after a recent diagnosis 
of cancer. He was 67 years old. Dr. Wendt was born on February 22, 1940 in 
Everett, WA. After graduating from Everett High School in 1958, he continued 
his education with a BS at WSU, his DDS at the UW in 1966, and the UW 
Ortho Program in 1971. Dr. Wendt is survived by his wife of 39 years, Nancy 
Elizabeth (Vitalich) of Chula Vista, CA; daughters Lisa Marie (Craig Wallach) of 
Phoenix, AZ; Anne Nicole (Orien Yeckley) of Arlington, WA; and Lauren Elizabeth 
of Everett, WA. He was preceded in death by his parents, Louis A. and Lucy D. 
Wendt. Dr. Wendt was an amazing father, husband, and friend, and will be 
greatly missed by all who knew him. 

Dr. Daniel O. Page CLASS OF 1967

Dr. Daniel O. Page passed away unexpectedly of complications of a pulmonary 
embolus at Washington Hospital in Fremont, CA on October 9, 2007. Dan 
is survived by his wife of 25 years, Karin Wigren. He is also survived by his 
daughter Heather Page of Santa Cruz, son Barry (Dayna) of Port Angeles, 

WA, son Zack(Amy) of Eugene, OR and his grandson Dai Daniel. He is also 
survived by his mother, Dorothy Page, his sisters Sue (Rich), Ruby and Jean. Of 
the many passions Dan had in his life, first and foremost was his family. After 
serving two years as an officer in the Navy, he moved to Santa Cruz. He was 
the first endodontist in the area, arriving in 1972. Over the years he earned the 
respect of his many patients whom he treated with great compassion, respect 
and dedication. Dan was able to combine his three great passions, travel, 
photography and diving. To the great delight of those around him, he shared his 
photos and stories with the friends he made along the road. He will be sorely 
missed, but we are comforted in knowing that he lived his life to the fullest. 
He leaves the legacy of sharing his heart, his laughter, his kindness and caring 
for people.

Elizabeth Jean “B.J.” Lewis UW FACULTy SPOUSE

Elizabeth Jean “B.J.” Lewis, spouse of the late Dr. Thompson (Tom) McClung 
Lewis (Department of Pediatric Dentistry 1955-98), passed away on October 15, 
2007. They were married 52 years before Dr. Lewis, for whom the Law/Lewis 
Endowed Lectureship in Pediatric Dentistry is named, had a long and impressive 
academic career in the School. As professor emeritus, he contributed to the 
School’s academic program until shortly before his death in 1998.

Dr. Bruce Brownfield Smith UW FACULTy

Dr. Bruce Brownfield Smith passed away on October 28, 2007, following an 
illness. He will be fondly remembered and missed by his numerous colleagues 
and students. A second generation dentist, Dr. Smith was one of the original 
faculty members at the new University of Washington School of Dentistry, 
teaching Operative Dentistry, Crown and Bridge and Ceramics part-time. Among 
his many accomplishments, Dr. Smith was a founder and first President of 
the American Academy of Gold Foil Operators (1952 and 1953) and was the 
recipient of the 1998-99 Seattle King County Dental Society Service Award 
in honor of his 57 years of dental practice. Most notably, he was the first in 
the United States to organize a closed circuit T.V. presentation of chair dental 
operations for the Washington State dental meeting in Seattle. 

Kathie Long SCHOOL OF DEnTiSTRy STAFF

The Department of Orthodontics and School of Dentistry celebrated the life of 
Kathie Long on August 31 at the Waterfront Activities Center.

Grace yang SCHOOL OF DEnTiSTRy STAFF

We are deeply saddened by the sudden loss of Grace Yang. Grace began 
her tenure with the Department of Clinical Services on April 21, 1997. She 
was a true friend, always cheerful , courteous, helpful and professional. On 
Tuesday, September 25 the School had planned to host our annual staff awards 
ceremony at the Don James Center. The afternoon was transformed into to 
a lunch to honor Grace. Fellow staff members took this opportunity to share 
stories and observations about her wonderful qualities. Grace is survived by her 
husband Nong Wu and her two sons Norman, 18, and Nathan, 9. She will be 
greatly missed here at the School. 

Seth Jordan VanDyke UW DEnTAL STUDEnT

Seth Jordan VanDyke, (’09) passed away suddenly on August 7 at age 35. 
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We are deeply saddened by the death of Dr. alton moore who passed away on october 23, 2007. 

Dr. moore was an original member of the UW school of Dentistry and joined the faculty as associate 

professor in the Department of orthodontics in 1948, when he was recruited to organize the graduate 

orthodontics program in the newly-established UW school of Dentistry. he chaired the department 

until 1966, was associate Dean of the school from 1966 to 1976 and served as Dean from 1977 to 

1980. Dr. moore was a member of the american Board of orthodontics from 1960 to1966, serving 

six years as secretary and as President in the final year of his term. he received the albert h. Ketcham 

award in 1973, Jarabak award in 1999 and the Dean’s club lifetime member award in 2002.  

Dr. moore earned his DDs from the University of california san francisco (Ucsf) in 1945. after 

completing his orthodontic education, he served on the faculty of the University of illinois.  

Dr. moore had an enormous impact on our school and was instrumental in shaping the specialty 

of orthodontics. his research and writing contributed a great deal to the specialty and his teaching 

influenced the development of numerous orthodontists worldwide. 

Dr. moore’s family hosted a remembrance at the University club on november 11. his son, John, who 

is an orthodontist and longtime faculty member in the Department of orthodontics spoke about his 

personal relationship with his dad. others who spoke remembered the early years of the development 

of the school and the significant role that Dr. moore played in setting the school on its ultimate path as 

one of the premier dental schools in the U.s. members of the faculty of the Department of orthodontics, 

including Drs. Bill mcneil, Don Joondeph and Bob little spoke about Dr. moore’s significance as a leader in 

orthodontics, his skill as a teacher and his vision for orthodontic education, which has been emulated by 

other departments around the world. 

Dr. moore was preceded in death by myrna, his wife of 62 years, who passed away in april 2007. he 

is survived by their three children cathy moore (Kim Taylor), Dr. John moore (laura) and Tannis moore 

(David rudesill); and three grandchildren, Tannis rhoton (David harper), hillary moore and alissa moore.

he will be fondly remembered and missed by his numerous colleagues and students.

 

Dr. Alton Moore
U W  FA C U LT y

1916 – 2007
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U n i v e r s i T y  o f  W a s h i n g T o n  s c h o o l  o f  D e n T i s T r y

tHe first pHilip WortHington leCturesHip in orAl 

AnD mAxillofACiAl surgery took place at hotel Deca 

on september 17, 2007 in seattle. forty people attended the 

event which honors Dr. philip Worthington who served as 

chair of the Department of oral and maxillofacial surgery for 

eighteen years and is now Professor emeritus. Dr. Brent allan 

from Perth, australia was the keynote speaker presenting the 

lecture titled “computer-Based Treatment Planning, guided 

implant surgery and Prosthetic solutions.”

The Philip Worthington lectureship in oral and maxillofacial 

surgery was made possible by the generous contributions of 

donors. The lectureship enables the UW school of Dentistry 

to invite distinguished scholars to share new developments in 

the practice of oral and maxillofacial surgery.

Kokich Farewell Lecture Benefit for the UW School of Dentistry

Benaroya hall, seattle speakers: Drs. vincent g. Kokich, David P. mathews and frank m. spear

Topic: “controversies in interdisciplinary Dentistry: is your Team making the correct Decisions?”

Watch your mailbox for more information in the fall!

tHe sixtH WAsHington DentAl serviCe founDAtion 

DistinguisHeD professorsHip in Dentistry symposium  

took place on november 2 and 3, 2007 at the seattle marriott 

Waterfront. Dean martha somerman honored Dr. greg King, 

chair of the Department of orthodontics and current holder 

of the WDsf Distinguished Professorship, for his leadership in 

organizing and convening the two day conference. The program 

titled “meeting of the minds: Dialogues on orthodontics in 

clinical Dental Practice” featured eight lecturers from as far away 

as england and attracted 177 participants.

The triennial symposium was established in 1989 with generous 

support from Washington Dental service foundation and 

continues to make a significant impact in dental education - 

drawing researchers, academicians and a community of practicing 

dentists together to share information and findings on state-of-

the-art issues facing dentistry. 

 

conTinUing DenTal  eDUcaTion

Save The Date  Friday, June 12, 2009

Philip Worthington, Dean Martha Somerman, and O. Ross Beirne

L to R: Laura Smith, Paul Robertson, Karl Ake Omnell, Roy Page (‘63), 
Greg King and Charles Bolender
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register now! 
 RegistRation infoRmation: (206) 543-5448 or toll free at (866) 791-1278
 RegisteR online oR foR moRe detailed couRse infoRmation: 

 www.uwcde.com

the University of Washington is an aDa CerP reCognizeD ProviDer

apRil 11, 2008  
FOREnSiC DEnTiSTRy LECTURE AnD LAB  
stephanie Kavanaugh, DMs, MsD and gary Bell, DDs, D-aBfo

apRil 12, 2008 
DiRECT COMPOSiTE DEnTiSTRy  
Mike Melkers, DDs, fagD and Jeanine McDonald, DDs, fagD

apRil 18, 2008 
MEDiCAL EMERBGEnCiES in THE DEnTAL OFFiCE  
Bart Johnson, DDs, Ms

 apRil 25, 2008 
OPEn yOUR DOORS TO THE nEW PERiODOnTiCS  
– OPPORTUniTy iS KnOCKinG   
timothy Donley, DDs, MsD  (taCoMa)

 may 2, 2008 
DEnTiSTRy FOR An AGinG POPULATiOn  
sarah Dirks, DDs

 may 9, 2008 
ORAL HEALTH PRODUCTS FOR HOME USE  
– WHAT SHOULD i RECOMMEnD  
Karen Baker, rPh, Ms

AUgUSt 15 & 16, 2008

Esthetic Continuum 2008
experience a unique update of esthetic technology and techniques. 
Jointly sponsored by the american college of Prosthodontists and the 
University of Washington school of Dentistry.

Joseph Kan, DDS, MS; Robert Kelly, DDS, MS; Daniel Edelhoff, CDT, 
DMD, PhD; Gerard Chiche, DDS; Vincent Kokich, Jr., DDS, MSD; 
Hisham Nasr, DDS, MScD, PhDc; Harel Simon, DMD; Ariel Raigrodski, 
DMD, MS

see www.uwcde.com for more information.

conTinUing DenTal  eDUcaTion

may 16, 2008 
USE AnD ABUSE OF THE TERM “EViDEnCE-BASED”  
Philippe hujoel, DDs, Ms, MsD, PhD

may 17, 2008 and June 7, 2008  (TWO OFFERinGS OF THiS COURSE) 
ORAL SURGERy SECRETS – ADVAnCED TECHniQUES  
Karl Koerner, DDs, Ms

June 6, 2008  
THE PERiODOnTAL CO-THERAPiST: COnTEMPORARy PERiODOnTOLOGy  
FOR THE HyGiEniST AnD iMPLAnT THERAPy AnD THE HyGiEniST  
timothy hempton, DDs

EvENiNG CouRSE

apRil 16, 2008  
BLOODBORnE PATHOGEn TRAininG FOR THE DEnTAL TEAM  
frank roberts, DDs, PhD; sandra Phillips, Bs, MPa; gwen rikansrud, CDa

SpRiNG CouRSES

Two New Collaborative Programs
SePteMBer 12, 2008
Untangling the Confusion of Today’s 
Restorative Materials
This evidence-based and private practice relevant course will present 
the latest information available on current dentin/enamel adhesives, 
composite resins, light-curing technology and dental materials. This 
course is jointly sponsored by University of Washington school of 
Dentistry, seattle-King county Dental society, and Pierce county 
Dental society. 

Edward J. Swift, Jr., DMD, MS

see www.uwcde.com for more information.
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M Ay

thursday, May 8
Dean’s Reception in Spokane
Doubletree Spokane City Center Hotel, Spokane
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

saturday, May 10
Dean’s Club Dinner
Grand Hyatt Hotel, Seattle
6:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.

saturday, May 31
Bite Open Golf Tournament
Washington National Golf Club, Auburn
Tee Time 4:00 p.m. 

J u n E

friday, June 6
UW School of Dentistry Honors 
and Awards Ceremony
Hogness Auditorium, Seattle Campus
1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

saturday, June 7
UW School of Dentistry Graduation
Meany Hall, Seattle Campus
2:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.

 

J U ly

friday and saturday, July 10-11
Pacific northwest Dental Conference (PnDC)
Come visit the UW School of Dentistry booth!
Washington State Convention Center
7:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

 

S e P t e M B e r

saturday, september 6
UWDAA Brunch and  
Football Homecoming  
UW versus ByU
HUB East Ballroom 
Brunch 10:00 a.m., Kick-off 12:30 p.m.

friday, september 19
10TH Annual UWDAA Golf Tournament
Echo Falls Golf Course, Snohomish
7:30 a.m. Tee Time, Barbeque lunch  
and awards to follow

 
for more information on these or other uW 
Dental Alumni Association events, or to 
register, please call (206) 543-7297.

Alumni Calendar of Events 2008

Dental Alumni News
T h e  U n i v e r s i T y  o f  W a s h i n g T o n  D e n T a l  a l U m n i  a s s o c i a T i o n 

sChOOl OF DentistrY b471 HEaltH SCiENCES, box 357137, SEattlE, wa 98195-7137


