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U W  D E N TA L  A L U M N I  A S S O C I AT I O N

DRUGS AND DENTISTRY:
New Issues & Newer Solutions
KAREN BAKER, MSPharm

The intersection of dentistry and pharmacology has become 

increasingly complex and challenging to navigate. But Karen 

Baker, MSPharm, one of the top experts in the � eld, can 

bring you up to speed with her fast-paced, comprehensive 

and practical course. You’ll learn about new drug-related 

problems encountered in dental practice – and you’ll learn 

effective management solutions. 

For details, check the Spotlight Course listing on Page 47 

of this issue (the inside back cover).  

To register, go online to www.uwcde.com before March 25. 

Questions? Call 206-543-5448.

Don’t miss this timely, useful presentation!
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President’s Message

G reetings from Montana, where this summer 
our family will mark its first full-time year 
in Helena since we made the move from 

Washington. I miss seeing so many of my fellow and 
sister alums, but I have to admit that we are enjoying 
the slower pace of life.

I want to start off by saying that I love hearing 
about all the wonderful things our people are doing. 
Last fall, I was especially excited to hear about 
the great turnout by UW dental alums and other 

members of the dental community for 
the big Remote Area Medical (RAM) 
clinic at KeyArena. These dedicated 
volunteer dentists and support staff 
served thousands of patients over four 
days in October, and it was clear how 
great the need was in the Seattle area. 
More than a few of these patients hadn’t 
visited a dentist in 10-plus years.

I take a lot of pride in the fact that 
the dental clinic was led by two of our 
alumni, Dr. Jeff Parrish (’79) and Dr. 

Mike Karr (’80). As co-directors, they recruited 
dozens of dental volunteers and coordinated the 
clinic after it began. I cannot imagine how hectic it 
must have been for them, but their hard work paid 
off in a spectacular way.

It should not surprise anyone that Dr. Parrish 
and Dr. Karr stepped up to serve as they did. For 
many years, the two of them have been active dental 
humanitarians, undertaking numerous missions 
to Haiti and other places where the need is truly 
desperate. 

And they are far from alone among our 
alumni. If you recall, last year’s spring issue of our 
Dental Alumni News featured a cover story on Dr. 
Sherwin Shinn (’74), who received the ADA’s 2013 
Humanitarian of the Year Award, and others who 
have traveled abroad to deliver oral health care. I 
still recall Dr. Mark Paxton (’80, GPR ’81) talking 
about operating in 115-degree conditions and 
dealing with bugs, the lack of bathrooms, stomach 
problems and other challenges. It is people like these 
who exemplify the highest ideals of our profession, 
and it says something about our School that so many 

of them come from our alumni ranks. 
That is one reason I was thrilled when our alumni 

board chose Dr. Parrish to receive our Dental 
Alumni Association’s 2015 Distinguished Alumnus 
Award at the upcoming Dean’s Club Dinner on 
April 25. It’s a great way to recognize this kind of 
outstanding service to the community. I have known 
Dr. Parrish since my first year of dental school 
(15 years ago!), and I have always been impressed 
with his commitment to dental service and dental 
advocacy. Dr. Parrish has been one of my dental role 
models and inspired me to get involved in the dental 
community. 

I should also mention that Dr. Sam Anderson 
(’51), who has been a stalwart of our Alumni 
Association for so many years, will be honored with 
the Dean’s Club 2015 Lifetime Member Award 
for his decades of outstanding support and service 
to our School. So I hope you will be sure to make 
your reservations for the dinner right away. And 
do not forget that it will be at the Chihuly Garden 
and Glass museum, so the setting will be absolutely 
incredible!

Alumni like Dr. Parrish and Dr. Anderson 
have compiled amazing records of service. Maybe 
we cannot all match their efforts, but we can all 
certainly take a meaningful step by supporting our 
Alumni Association. Our dues support $60,000 in 
scholarships, along with great events and programs 
like the Mentor Program (with WSDA), the annual 
White Coat Ceremony, Practice Opportunities and 
more. 

So I hope that if you have not already renewed, 
you will not hesitate to send in your dues. One 
thing that sets us apart is the high level of alumni 
participation in the Association – the highest of any 
school at the University of Washington. Our School 
is going through an unprecedented transformation 
under Dean Joel Berg, so now, more than ever, we 
need your active participation and support. We are 
going exciting places, and you definitely do not want 
to miss the ride!

Jessica Swoboda (’04, Perio ’07)
UW Dental Alumni Association President
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UNIVERSITY of  WASHINGTON

Dental Alumni Association

Your Membership Dues Support

• $60,000 annually for Dental 
Student Scholarships

• Students participating in the 
Summer Undergraduate Research 
Fellowship (SURF)

• Sponsorship of White Coat 
Ceremony

• Mentor Program to match 
students with mentor dentists

• Student Events (vendor show, golf 
tournament, winter gala dance, 
talent show, spring barbecue, and 
student socials)

• Special projects such as the 
renovation of the student lounge

• Practice Opportunities Program 
and Listing

• Distinguished Alumnus of the Year 
Award

• Class Reunions

Join today by making one simple
phone call!

Call UW Dental Alumni at 
206.543.7297

UW DENTAL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

With 1,200 members, the Association makes Dentistry the UW’s 
top school in active alumni participation and involvement. The 
Association, founded in 1950, connects alumni, encourages 
fellowship, supports students before and after graduation, and 
promotes continuing dental education. It promotes interest in the 
School of Dentistry and provides fi nancial support.

SIGNATURE EVENTS
FALL  Football Brunch, Golf Tournament, ADA Reception, 
 Mentor Reception 

WINTER  Beginning A Practice / Practice Opportunities 

SPRING  Ernest Jones Lecture, Spokane Reception, Dean’s Club Dinner 
 (Distinguished Alumnus) 

SUMMER  PNDC Exhibit, White Coat Ceremony

PUBLICATIONS
DENTAL ALUMNI NEWS – 
SEMI-ANNUAL PUBLICATION
http://dental.washington.edu/alumni/magazine.html

UW SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY WEBSITE
www.dental.washington.edu

MEMBER BENEFITS:
• Receive Dental Alumni News
• Priority registration for Ernest Jones 

Memorial Lecture
• Invitations to alumni events and receptions
• Invitations to School of Dentistry events 

and celebrations
• 10% discount on UW/CDE lecture courses
• Satisfaction of knowing you are assisting the 

Dental School

UW DENTAL ALUMNI • BOX 357137 SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98195-7137 • 206.543.7297

  PNDC Exhibit, White Coat Ceremony

http://dental.washington.edu/alumni/magazine.html

MEMBER BENEFITS:
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F or the last couple of years, we’ve been en-
gaged in the most exciting challenge I can 
ever recall: reinventing our curriculum and 

clinical training to produce a true dentist of the 
future. 

For the first year or more, it was mostly a 
matter of analyzing and planning. But in the 
last few months, things have really begun falling 
into place. Now we’re on the threshold: Our 

new clerkship system of third-year 
pre-doctoral clinical rotations will 
begin this summer, as will our new 
curriculum. And our new fourth-
year practice model, which will try 
to mimic the real world of private 
practice that you know so well, will 
then launch over the next year. 

We’ve already made plans to set 
the foundation for this transition. 
Our rising third-years will attend 

a brief “boot camp” in June to prepare for the 
new clerkship system. It’s going to be a big 
change from the old system – our third-years 
will have a much more focused, immersive 
clinical experience  in all the core competencies 
of general dentistry.  

One of the great things about our new 
curriculum is that it will integrate the classroom 
and the clinic more closely than ever before. 
Not only will our students be taught in a 
more cohesive, logical way, but they’ll be 
covering important material – such as practice 
management – right from the first year, rather 
than trying to scramble through it in a few 
weeks near the end of fourth year. 

For both our clerkships and our fourth-
year practice model, we’ll need to funnel more 
patients into comprehensive care, and do it 
more efficiently. That’s why we created a new 
Dental Admissions Clinic last fall. 

We’re on a thrilling threshold

The Dean’s Corner

Under Dr. John Sorensen, our new Associate 
Dean for Clinics (see Page 11), the clinic has 
been in beta-testing mode to fine-tune new-
patient intake. We’ll be relying on this clinic to 
streamline the process, with patients receiving 
their initial screening and clinic assignment 
during the first visit.

As of this spring, the Basic Assessment exam 
will no longer be required for patients to be 
admitted to comprehensive care. But this 
extremely valuable competency will still be 
taught in our Oral Diagnosis and Treatment 
Planning Clerkship, as well as the Oral 
Medicine Clerkship. 

I owe a huge debt of gratitude to our leaders 
such as Dr. Sorensen, Dr. Wendy Mouradian, 
Dr. John Evans, Dr. Rebecca Slayton and 
Dr. John Wataha, along with the many other 
faculty and staff who worked so hard on the 
task forces that laid the groundwork for this 
transformation. 

I also want to acknowledge the faculty and 
staff who have supported these changes with a 
positive attitude and many, many helpful ideas. 
Change – meaningful change – is never easy. 
But we’re on the cusp of something very big at 
our School, and I believe the disruptions and 
demands we’ve faced along the way will be well 
worth it. 

One thing I love about our alumni is your 
very tangible pride in our School. Starting with 
this next academic year, I hope that you’ll see the 
changes taking place and wear that “W” more 
proudly than ever. 

                               Joel H. Berg, DDS, MS
                                                                Dean
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Mentors make a tremendous impact on our students.  
They demonstrate professional behavior and ethics. They give students  

real-world knowledge of dental practice that the classroom —  
and even school clinic — can’t always provide. They are a powerful force  

in directing the future of the dental profession.

Do you want to help make a difference?  
Contact Randy Newquist at the School of Dentistry:  

randyn@uw.edu or 206-616-0716.

JOIN THE MENTOR PROGRAM.  
IT’S FOR YOUR SCHOOL — AND YOUR PROFESSION. 

WSDA/Dental Alumni 
Mentor Program



Dean Joel Berg of our School of 
Dentistry stood in the middle of the 
KeyArena floor, wearing scrubs and a 
wry grin.

“I just triaged a guy who said he’d 
gotten out of jail after five years yester-
day, and the first thing he needed to do 
was see a dentist,” Dean Berg said.

Dr. Berg joined a sizeable contin-
gent of Dentistry alumni, faculty and 
students who helped deliver free dental 
care to more than 3,400 Puget Sound 
residents during a massive four-day 
clinic at the arena Oct. 23-26. More 
than 1,400 volunteers from the den-
tal community teamed up to furnish 
an estimated $2 million worth of care, 
with hundreds more providing medi-
cal care and vision services elsewhere at 
the arena. 

The clinic was conducted by Re-
mote Area Medical (RAM), a Tennes-
see-based humanitarian group that 
has staged similar clinics elsewhere in 
the United States and abroad. It was 
hosted by Seattle Center, KeyArena’s 
parent organization. Dozens of profes-
sional and community organizations, 

including the Washington State Den-
tal Association (WSDA) and Seattle-
King County Dental Society, joined 
the effort.

Two Dentistry alumni, Dr. Jeffrey 
Parrish (’79) and Dr. Michael Karr 
(’80), were dental clinic volunteer 
co-directors and started rounding up 
general dentists and dental specialists 
the preceding February. Both are vet-
erans of numerous dental humanitar-
ian missions.

Taking a rare breather during the 

School has big impact at free Seattle clinic 

news
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(At top) More than 3,400 patients received 
free dental care at the four-day clinic. Dental co-directors Dr. Michael Karr (’80, left) and Dr. Jeffrey Parrish (’79) take a rare breather.

Dean Joel Berg
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Friday clinic, Dr. Karr marveled at the 
operation’s efficiency as he surveyed the 
black tarp-covered arena floor, hum-
ming with activity among 62 dental 
chairs lined up in long rows. A mo-
bile van off the floor held several more 
chairs where dentists performed root ca-
nals, while X-rays were taken in another 
area off the main floor. After patients 
completed their treatment, they received 
information on sources of free or re-
duced-cost dental care in King County. 

“The organization has been abso-
lutely phenomenal,” Dr. Karr said. As it 
has done elsewhere, RAM provided all 
the infrastructure and supplies, includ-
ing dental chairs, instruments, X-ray 
services and sterilization. The clinic 
even featured teams of emotional-

support service dogs to reassure jittery 
patients.

Dr. Parrish and Dr. Karr recruited 
and briefed the dental volunteers, then 
worked as trouble-shooters during  the 
clinic.

“We couldn’t have done this without 
RAM,” Dr. Karr said. “We knew there 
would be lots of things to do, but it’s 
going really smoothly.”

He also thanked Julia Colson, Se-

attle Center’s project director, who 
worked with RAM to organize the 
clinic. “This wouldn’t have been pulled 
off without her,” he said.

Patients, who started lining up at 
3:30 a.m. each day for spots at the 
clinic, expressed their appreciation. 
Some talked of having gone as long as 
15 years without seeing a dentist, often 
because of the cost.

“I loved it – it was so nice,” said Jen-
nifer Miner, 30, of Bothell, who needed 
multiple fillings and repairs on a couple 
of broken teeth. She’d seen a dentist 
four months before for an extraction, 
but that had exhausted her resources 
for treatment.

“This is a really good system,” she 
said. 

Another patient, a 26-year-old Kent 
homemaker, agreed.

“This is just a very helpful place,” 
she said.

“Unfortunately, the dental safety 
net is set up to provide care when oral 
health is at its worst,” Dr. Parrish said 
before the event. “Instead of sustainable 
funding for preventive and routine care, 

the dental safety net regularly provides 
treatment when dental problems be-
come emergent.” The WSDA has long 
pushed to expand routine treatment in 
programs such as Medicaid, which is 
known as Apple Health in Washington. 

But few complaints were heard on 
the KeyArena floor during the clinic.

“This is amazing – very well orga-
nized,” Dean Berg said during his clinic 
stint. Starting about 7:15 that morning, 
he’d already screened about 30 patients 
by 9:30 and sent them on for treatment. 
He eventually screened more than 50 
patients during his shift.

Said Kirkland oral surgeon Dr. 
Richard Crinzi (’72), president-elect of 
our Dental Alumni Association, during 
his volunteer shift: “The patients have 
been fine, and they’re very receptive.” 
Many dentists brought their own office 
staff to work as dental hygienists and 
assistants.

According to Dr. Karr, patients 
weren’t the only ones who got a big lift 
from the clinic.

“You talk to the dentists after they’re 
done, and they’re just pumped,” he said. 

Dr. Brittany Dean (’12) 

Volunteer Sharon Thompson escorts Darby, 
an emotional support dog.

Dr. Richard Crinzi (’72), president-elect of our 
Dental Alumni Association
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Dean Joel Berg has announced three 
key leadership appointments at our 
School of Dentistry:

• Dr. John Sorensen of the 
School’s Department of Restorative 
Dentistry faculty was named Associ-
ate Dean for Clinics, effective Jan. 1, 
with responsibility for overseeing the 
School’s clinical operations.

• Dr. Daniel Chan was named 
chair of the School’s Clerkship Com-
mittee and director of the Opera-
tive Dentistry clerkship, effective last 
December. Starting this summer, the 
School is changing its clinical training 
system to clerkships, a series of inten-
sive rotations in all the core competen-
cies of dentistry. Dr. Chan, who had 
been Associate Dean for 
Clinical Services since 
2008, relinquished that 
position on Jan. 1 to focus 
on his clerkship duties.

• Robert Wanezek, 
formerly Revenue Cycle 
Director, became Assis-
tant Dean for Clinical 
Services, effective Jan. 1. 
Working with Dr. So-
rensen, he will direct the 
centralization of administration for 
the School’s multiple clinics. He will 
also oversee a new Program Adminis-
tration group, which will develop and 
implement process improvement and 
training, clinical performance data and 
reporting, clinic policies and facilities 
improvement.

“These are important changes for us 
as we continue our efforts to improve 
our patients’ experience and remake 
our curriculum and clinical training to 
produce a true dentist of the future,” 
Dean Berg said. “To a great extent, 
these new titles simply reflect the work 

these outstanding mem-
bers of our faculty and 
administration are already 
doing.” 

Dr. Sorensen was pres-
ident and founder of the 
Pacific Dental Institute in 
Oregon before joining the 
UW  in October 2013. 
He has held appointments 
at Oregon Health & Sci-
ence University (OHSU) 

and the Tufts University School of 
Dental Medicine, and was founder 
and director of the Dental Clinical 
Research Center at OHSU. At the 
UW, he has directed the 
School’s Clinical Opera-
tions Task Force, which 
evaluated every aspect 
of the School’s clinical 
services. He now directs 
a new admissions clinic, 
which is expected to dou-
ble the capacity to process 
new patients by March 
1, and is essential to the 
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Three named to key posts
in School’s leadership

success of the clerkship rotations. He 
holds a PhD in dental materials from 
the Royal Dental College of Copenha-
gen University and a DMD from Tufts 
University.

Dr. Chan, who came to the UW 
in 2008 from the Medical College of 
Georgia, holds the Washington Den-
tal Service Endowed Chair in Den-
tistry at the UW. He is president of 
the national Academy of Operative 
Dentistry. In 2013, he was part of a 
research team that received a pat-
ent for antibacterial applications of 
titanium-based material, which holds 
wide dental and medical potential 
for preventing infection without the 
use of antibiotics. Dr. Chan received 
both a DMD from the University 
of the Philippines and a DDS from 
the University of Iowa.  He has also 
had postgradu-
ate training at the 
UW, the Univer-
sity of Iowa and 
the University of 
Texas Health Sci-
ence Center at 
San Antonio.

Wanezek came 
to the UW in 
March 2013 from 
Amazon, where 
he was a senior manager overseeing the 
external distribution program in North 
America. In his new position, he will 
work closely with Dr. Sorensen and di-
rect the building of operational infra-
structure to support the clerkships and 
general practice clinics. He has already 

overseen significant chang-
es to improve the School 
of Dentistry’s  financial 
operations and administra-
tive efficiency. He has also 
held positions with Mi-
crosoft and Washington 
Mutual. He received a BS 
in business administration 
from Washington State 
University. 

news

“These are important 
changes for us as we 
continue our efforts to 
improve our patients’ 

experience and remake 
our curriculum and 
clinical training to 

produce a true dentist  
of the future.” 

– Dean Joel Berg 

Dr. John Sorensen

Dr. Daniel Chan

Robert Wanezek
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31ST ANNUAL 
DEAN’S CLUB DINNER
Saturday Evening, April 25, 2015 

CHIHULY GARDEN & GLASS MUSEUM
Seattle Center
305 Harrison Street, Seattle, WA  98109

Honorees

JEFFREY L. PARRISH, DDS
2015 DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS AWARD

H. SAM ANDERSON, DDS
2015 DEAN’S CLUB HONORARY LIFETIME 

MEMBER AWARD

CLASS Of 2015

Gold Level Sponsors

• ISSAQUAH DENTAL LAB

• UW DENTAL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 
DENTISTRY ADVANCEMENT AT 206-685-9350

Plan to  Attend
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 
DENTISTRY ADVANCEMENT AT 206-685-9350

Dr. H. Sam Anderson (’51)
Dr. Anderson will receive our 
Dean’s Club 2015 Honorary 
Lifetime Member Award. A 
member of our School’s second 
graduating class, he will be recog-
nized for a stellar, decades-long 
record of service to the School that 
includes both teaching and 
� nancial support.

Dr. Anderson, who received 
our Distinguished Alumnus Award in 1985, was the second 
president of our Dental Alumni Association and has served 
as his class’s representative on the Association’s board for 
more than 60 years. 

He has also compiled an equally long and illustrious re-
cord of service as a teacher, joining our School’s faculty in 
1953 and teaching in both Prosthodontics and Restorative 
Dentistry and taking an active part in study clubs.  

Dr. Carrie York (’91) had the unique experience of hav-
ing Dr. Anderson as a teacher and later serving alongside 
him as a clinical instructor. “He is a wonderful man – kind, 
warm, caring, great with students and patients,” she said. 

Her classmate, Dr. Elizabeth Bell, recalled Dr. Anderson 
as a kind and compassionate teacher who could instruct stu-
dents without making them feel inadequate in front of their 
patients.

After serving in the Paci� c in the Navy during World 
War II and going on to dental school, Dr. Anderson prac-
ticed in Seattle’s Ballard neighborhood for 43 years. His in-
volvement in organized dentistry includes the presidency of 
the Washington chapter of the Academy of General Den-
tistry, which he also served as regional vice president and 
national delegate.

He is a charter member of the Dean’s Club, which has 
played a critical and continuing role in helping the School, 
especially in an era of declining state support. He was also 
instrumental in helping launch the Class of 1951 endowed 
scholarship, which was the � rst alumni class scholarship 
created for our students.

Dr. Jeffrey L. Parrish (’79)
Dr. Parrish will receive our Dental 
Alumni Association’s 2015 Distin-
guished Alumnus Award. Now 
retired from practice in Kirkland, 
Wash., he has left a lasting mark 
over many years as one of the 
Northwest’s leading dental humani-
tarians. Not only has he conducted 
dozens of his own missions to Haiti 
and other areas of desperate need  

(at least once working by � ashlight), but he has also tirelessly 
recruited colleagues and students to humanitarian outreach. 

“Visiting and living with people who have so little re-
minds me to quit complaining and recognize how blessed I 
am,” he told the Dental Alumni News last year.

Rather than take it easy in retirement, he has continued 
and even stepped up his efforts. Last fall, he served as den-
tal co-director of the four-day Remote Area Medical clinic 
in Seattle, a massive outreach that served more than 3,400 
Puget Sound residents (See Page 9). The months of work by 
him and co-director Dr. Michael Karr (’80) before the event 
to recruit dozens of volunteer dentists resulted in one of the 
most successful public-health events in recent memory.

 “I’m thrilled that our Alumni Association has chosen 
Jeff for this very well-deserved honor,” said Dean Joel Berg. 
“His humanitarian work represents the � nest ideals of den-
tistry, and all of us in the profession should draw inspiration 
from it.”

Dr. Parrish has also long taken an active and prominent 
role in organized dentistry, including serving as Washington 
State Dental Association president and on the Seattle-King 
County Dental Society executive council. He has been high-
ly visible in dental issue advocacy, and enjoys wide recogni-
tion for his lively and provocative columns in the WSDA 
News magazine. 

Drs. Anderson, Parrish to be feted
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Two alumni and long-time stalwarts of the Washington state dental community will be honored at this year’s 
Dean’s Club dinner on April 25 in the spectacular setting of Chihuly Garden and Glass at Seattle Center. 

COME EARLY!
The Dean’s Club Dinner will be preceded by a reception 
at 5:45, and guests are also urged to allow time to 
enjoy the Chihuly artworks. For more information or 
reservations, call 206-685-9350.
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Dr. Richard B. McCoy (’61) of the Re-
gional Initiatives in Dental Education 
(RIDE) program and Dr. Natasha R. 
Flake (Endo ’07) of the Department of 
Endodontics received Bruce R. Roth-
well Distinguished Teaching Awards at a 
faculty retreat in December.

Dr. McCoy, a member of the RIDE 
faculty in Spokane, received the 2014 
Rothwell Lifetime Achievement Award, 
while Dr. Flake received the 2014 Roth-
well Distinguished Teaching Award. 

Dr. Mark Drangsholt (’84), Chair 
of the Department of Oral Medicine 
and of the award selection committee, 
presented the awards, which have been 
given since 2001. He was joined by 
Rebecca Rothwell, niece of the awards’ 
namesake, the late Dr. Bruce R. Roth-
well (1948-2000), onetime chair of the 
School’s Department of Restorative 
Dentistry and a pioneering figure in fo-
rensic dentistry.

Dr. McCoy, a former Chair of Re-
storative Dentistry at the UW and re-
cipient of other teaching awards, also 
received the UW Dental Alumni Asso-
ciation’s Distinguished Alumnus Award 
in 2004. A member of our faculty since 

1992, he has been a cornerstone of the 
RIDE program since its inception in 
2008.

“Dick McCoy has been one of our 
most highly regarded faculty mem-
bers – by students and colleagues alike 
– for more than 20 years,” said Dean 
Joel Berg. “And with his stature in the 
Washington dental community, hav-
ing him on the RIDE faculty gave the 
program tremendous credibility right 
from the start.”

RIDE students have said this about 
him: “We have been directly influenced 
by Dr. McCoy through his selfless 
service when he volunteered to jump-
start the program in Spokane. … He 
would prepare personalized handouts, 
sit down and discuss our strengths and 
weaknesses individually, and was always 
encouraging.”

Accepting his award, Dr. Mc-
Coy said: “This award means a ter-
rific amount to me. I love teaching 
and encouraging students, and I plan 
to continue as long as I have a useable 
memory.”

Since completing her MS in end-
odontics at the UW in 2007 after earn-

ing her DDS and a PHD in neurosci-
ence at the University of Maryland, Dr. 
Flake has built a reputation as one of 
our School’s most outstanding young 
faculty members and researchers. In 
2010, she received the Junior Faculty 
Award given by the American Dental 
Education Association, its Council of 

Students, Residents and Fellows, and 
the Colgate Palmolive Co.

Comments supporting her selection 
for the Rothwell Award included this: 
“Dr. Flake has the unique ability to ef-
fectively unify scientific literature and 
clinical practice into an educational ex-
perience that is logical and clear.”

Said Dr. Drangsholt, noting her 
seven current research projects and 
busy teaching schedule in both graduate 
and predoctoral clinics: “She is truly a 
clinician-scientist.”

Dr. Flake thanked her department 
chair, Dr. Jim Johnson, along with other 
faculty, as well as her family, including 
her husband, Larry Flake, and also ex-
pressed her gratitude for the support of 
the endodontics community at large. 

“I’m proud to carry on that tradi-
tion of great teaching [at the UW],” 
she said. 

Dr. Richard McCoy (center) receives the Bruce R. Rothwell Lifetime Distinguished Teacher Award from  
Dr. Mark Drangsholt and Rebecca Rothwell. 

Drs. McCoy, Flake win Rothwell Awards

Dr. Natasha Flake receives the Bruce R. Rothwell 
Distinguished Teacher Award from Dr. Mark 
Drangsholt.
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Dr. Thomas Dodson, Chair of the 
Department of Oral and Maxillofacial 
Surgery, has received a William J. Gies 
Foundation Award for distinguished 
achievement as a specialty dental edu-
cator. The award was presented by Dr. 
Eric Geist, president of the American 
Association of Oral and Maxillofacial 
Surgeons (AAOMS), during the asso-
ciation’s annual meeting in September 
in Honolulu.

In his presentation, Dr. Geist said, 
“Dr. Dodson’s commitment to aca-
demic OMS has been the hallmark 
of his 25-year career.”  He noted Dr. 
Dodson’s work as associate editor of 
the Journal of Oral and Maxillofacial 
Surgery and as principal investigator 
for an AAOMS-supported study assess-
ing outcomes on office-based anes-
thesia and third-molar extractions. In 
addition, he noted, Dr. Dodson was 
co-author of AAOMS white papers on 
bisphosphonate-related osteonecrosis 
of the jaw, and a designated specialty 
spokesperson on the topic of third-mo-
lar management.  

 “It is a privilege to be able to do 
what I do every day, but to be recog-
nized by my colleagues in this way is a 
singular honor,” Dr. Dodson said.

“This award confirms what many of 
us already knew: Tom Dodson is an out-
standing national leader in dentistry,” 
Dean Joel Berg said. “He brings tre-
mendous vision, energy and dedication 

Dr. Dexter “Deck” Barnes (’69) of Seat-
tle was elected President of the Interna-
tional College of Dentists (ICD)-USA 
Section at the group’s annual meeting 
in October in San Antonio, Texas. 

Dr. Barnes, who was inducted as an 
ICD Fellow in 1993, has also served the 
organization as Vice Regent, Depu-
ty Regent and Regent of District 11.  
Established in 1928, the ICD is the 
world’s oldest and largest international 
honor society for dentists. It has more 
than 12,000 members in 122 countries.

Fellowship in the College is granted 
by invitation only. Induction recognizes 
a dentist’s “outstanding professional 
achievement, meritorious service and 
dedication to the continued progress of 
dentistry for the benefit of humankind.”

Dr. Barnes has also been president of 
the Washington State Dental Associa-
tion and the Washington Oral Health 

Foundation. He is also a Fellow of 
the Pierre Fauchard Academy and the 
American College of Dentists.

In 1998, he received our School’s 
Distinguished Alumnus award. For 
more than 30 years, he has also directed 
speaker selection for the annual Ernest 
M. Jones Memorial Lectureship, the 
School’s signature continuing-educa-
tion event. 

Dr. Thomas Dodson receives
Gies specialty educator award

Dr. Dexter Barnes leads ICD

to his work every day, and we’re so very 
fortunate to have him here at the UW.”

Dr. Dodson came to the UW in 
September 2013 from the Harvard 
School of Dental Medicine, where he 
was Professor of Oral and Maxillofacial 
Surgery and Attending Oral and Maxil-
lofacial Surgeon. He was also Director 
of the Center for Applied Clinical In-
vestigation in the Department of Oral 
and Maxillofacial Surgery at Mass-
achusetts General Hospital.

In the past year, he has launched 
plans to re-establish the MD/certifi-
cate Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 
residency program at the UW and 
begun hosting a well-received “Grand 
Rounds” lecture series  for oral and 
maxillofacial surgeons, other dentists 
and students, and physicians. He has 
also augmented faculty at his depart-
ment’s satellite clinic at Harborview 
Medical Center as part of his goal to 
expand  clinical, research and educa-
tional opportunities there. 

news

Dr. Thomas Dodson (left) receives his Gies Award 
from Dr. Eric Geist, president of the American 
Association of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons.

Dr. Dexter Barnes receives his medallion of of-
fice from Dr. Curtis Johnson, outgoing Interna-
tional College of Dentists president.

“Dr. Dodson’s commitment 
to academic OMS  

has been the hallmark of 
his 25-year career.”

— Dr. Eric Geist
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Football brunch 
draws festive crowd
T he weather gods weren’t exact-

ly cooperative, and neither were 
the Arizona State University Sun 

Devils, but that didn’t stop our alumni 
from having a great time at our annual 
football brunch on Oct. 25.

On a cold, wet and windy evening 
– gusts of 61 mph were reported on 
the 520 fl oating bridge – the Huskies 
battled both the elements and a rash 
of injuries. They played stout defense 
against the No. 14-ranked Sun Devils 
and actually tied the game 10-10 with 
just 7:14 left in the fourth quarter. But 
Arizona State pushed across a touch-
down with three minutes left, and then 
scored another one when they inter-
cepted a last-minute UW desperation 
heave, making the fi nal score 24-10. 

Before the game, Dean Joel Berg 
welcomed brunch-goers, who enjoyed 
a special treat: a few words from 
Brendan Lopez, a former deep snap-
per for the Huskies and now a mem-

ber of our Class of 2016.
Co-sponsors of the event were Is-

saquah Dental Lab, Pacifi c Continental 
Bank and Washington Dentists’ Insur-
ance Agency.

Dean Joel Berg 
welcomes alums, 
families and 
friends.

Brendan Lopez, Class of 
2016 and a former Husky 

football player

Dr. Gerald Smith (’83) 
and family

Dr. Tom Conlon (’69) and Sharon Conlon

Dr. Jeremy Chaison (’06)

fb_brunch(16-17).indd   16 3/2/15   11:16 AM



W I N T E R  /  S P R I N G  2 0 1 2    DentalAlumninews        17   

news

S P R I N G  2 0 1 5    DentalAlumninews        17   

Patrick Heppe and 
Dr. Sabrina Heppe (’07)

Dr. Ray Maxwell  (’90) 
and Dr. Brent Jones (’90)

Dr. Jung  Kim (’97) and 
Dr. Simone Kim (’00)

Dr. Tom Conlon (’69) and Sharon Conlon

Dr. Richard Nash (’76)

Dr. Craig Chilton (’74)

DIVERSITY
PARTNERSin

2015Dinner
Saturday May 16, 2015   Conibear Shell House

6 PM to 10 PM   Silent Auction to Support Scholarships
UW Seattle Campus

Underwriting provided by Washington Dental Service Foundation

With support from: Burkhart Dental Supply • Guardian Dental Insurance 
• Pacific Continental Bank • SeaMar Community Health Centers 

• Yakima Valley Farm Workers Clinics

Save the

Date
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It’s a gorgeous day  
for golf at Chambers Bay
A bout 100 alums, along with 

several dozen dentists from the 
Pierce County Dental Society, 

enjoyed a magnificent day of golf 
under cloudless skies near Tacoma 
on Sept. 5 during our Dental Alumni 
Association’s annual golf tournament. 

As in the past two years, the 
tournament took place at the beautiful 
Chambers Bay course overlooking 
Puget Sound. With Chambers Bay 
slated to host the 2015 U.S. Open, 
the venue added an extra measure of 
excitement for alums, who filled up the 
field almost immediately. This year’s 
tournament also had a unique touch: 
Dean Joel Berg caddied for one of the 
first foursomes.

The team of Drs. Jay Deiglmeier 
(’93), Mike Kern (’93), Tom Herrick 
(’93) and George Bourekis  (’93) took 
first place. Runner-up honors went 
to Drs. Tom Hohl (’74), Robert Tracy 
(’77), Tim Drumhiller (’77) and Richard 
Schrader (’77), while third place went 
to Drs. Jung Kim (’97), Kevin Lee (’96), 
Jason Koh (’96), and Johann Yi (’98).

Major sponsors of the tournament 
were Issaquah Dental Lab, Pacific 
Continental Bank and Regal Financial 
Bank.

Dr. Tim Quinn (’78) and Dr. Jim Ribary (’75)

Dr. Tom Kane (’94), Dr. Denny Miya (’71), Dr. Al Munk (’75) and Dr. Bob McCulloch (’73) 

Dr. Jason Koh (’96), Dr. Kevin Lee (’96), Dr. Johann Yi (’98) and Dr. Jung Kim (’97)

Dr. Bob Allen (’66) and Dr. Jon Kvinsland (’66)

golf(18-19).indd   18 3/2/15   11:18 AM
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Dr. Jim Gagliardi (’78), Dr. Joe Gossler (’78) and Dr. Dave Crouch (’78)

Dr. Andy Vorono, Dr. Jeff Camm, Dr. Corbin Eylander (’78) and Dr. Brad McPhee (’81) Dr. Will Chung (’05)

Dr. Mike Meiers (’77)

Dr. Minou Karbakhsch (Perio ’00) Dr. Jason West, Dr. Sam Hinz and Dr. Eric Kvinsland (’04)

golf(18-19).indd   19 3/2/15   11:18 AM
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UW DENTAL ALUMNI
FUN IN THE FALL!
Join your classmates for two exciting events — perfect opportunities 
to gather a team for the golf tournament or to gather a group for the 
football brunch and game against California.

For more information 
on either event or to 
register, please call 
the UW Dental Alumni 
Association at 
206-543-7297

UW DENTAL ALUMNI 
GOLF TOURNAMENT
Friday, Sept. 11, 2015

Tee time: 12 noon
Chambers Bay Golf Course
6320 Grandview Drive West
University Place, Wash.

Four-person scramble format, shotgun start
$149 per person (four people per team)
Cost includes greens fees and prizes
Co-sponsored by Pierce County Dental Society

All are welcome to participate!

UW DENTAL ALUMNI 
FOOTBALL BRUNCH & GAME
Saturday, Sept. 26, 2015

UW Huskies vs. University of California Golden Bears

Game and brunch: $85 per person

Brunch only: $30 per person

Parking pass: $25 per car

Brunch: I Wing Rotunda, UW Health Sciences Center; 
time TBD

Game: Husky Stadium; time TBD

Brunch and game times and prices subject to change

promo_funinfall(20).indd   20 3/2/15   11:19 AM



Second-year student David Shin and oral biology graduate 
student Dr. Emily Chu won top honors in poster competi-
tions during the School of Dentistry’s annual Research Day 
on Sept. 19 at the UW Health Sciences Center.

Shin won the pre-doctoral student competition and was 
named to receive the 2014 American Dental Association 
(ADA) Student Clinician Award. David Ludwig, 
president of the Class of 2015, earned second 
place in the pre-doctoral competition, while 
first-year student Alex Stanton won third place.

Shin’s project, “Condylar Bone Loss Af-
ter Repeated Botox Injections in Rabbit Mas-
seter,” was co-authored by Dr. Kathy Rafferty, 
and he was mentored by Dr. Sue Herring of the 
Departments of Orthodontics and Oral Health 
Sciences. He will represent our School at the 
National Student Research Competition at the 
November 2015 ADA meetings in Washing-
ton, D.C. Shin also received a $200 prize from the UW 
chapter of the Omicron Kappa Upsilon dental honorary 
society, which co-sponsored the competitions along with 
the Seattle Section of the American Association for Dental 
Research (AADR).

Dr. Chu, of the Department of Oral Health Sciences, 
won the first-ever graduate student/trainee research com-
petition, which was organized by AADR’s Seattle Section. 
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David Shin, Dr. Emily Chu
win Research Day honors

Her project, “Investigating Contributions of the CLP 
Protein, IRF6, in Orofacial Ectodermal Polarity Using a 
Tooth Model,” was co-authored  by M.R. LaCourse and 
B.L. Foster, and she was mentored by our former Dean, 
Dr. Martha Somerman of the National Institute for Dental 
and Craniofacial Research, and Dr. Timothy Cox  of the 

UW Department of Pediatrics.  Dr. Chu, who 
received her DDS from the UW in 2012, won a 
$100 prize from the AADR Seattle Section.

Dr. Gregory Wilson, Associate Professor of 
Biology at the UW, presented the day’s keynote 
speech, “An Odontologist’s Delight: A View of 
Mammalian Evolution.” School of Dentistry 
faculty also gave oral presentations:

• Dr. Daniel Chan, Professor of Restorative 
Dentistry and Associate Dean for Clinical Servic-
es, discussed his research on dental hard tissue.

• Dr. Avina Paranjpe, Assistant Professor of 
Endodontics, discussed research on dental pulp.

• Dr. Tracy Popowics, Associate Professor of Oral 
Health Sciences, discussed research on periodontal liga-
ment fibroblasts. 

news

Research Day pre-doctoral poster competition finalists were (from left) 
Alex Stanton, Isabella Weng, David Ludwig, Moniqu Luu, David Shin and 
Adam Szajman.

Dr. Emily Chu

Thanks to a gift from Patty Doyle (left, Dental Hygiene 
’65), the bust in D wing of Dr. Maurice J. Hickey, our third 
Dean, will be cleaned, placed on a new stand and given a 
new plaque.  Doyle shares fond memories of Dean Hickey, 
who served from 1956 to 1973, with Dr. Martha Fales, our 
former Chair of Dental Hygiene.

Make-over for Dean Hickey

news_researchday(21).indd   21 3/2/15   11:21 AM
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S eattle’s professional dental community, including 
many of our alums, turned out in strength at the 
UW’s Burke Museum on Nov. 20 for the annual WSDA-

Dental Alumni Mentor Program reception. 
Working together for two decades, the Washington State 

Dental Association and our School match up students with 

WSDA member dentists who provide a helpful sounding 
board and real-world advice for students throughout their 
pre-doctoral training. 

The program welcomes volunteer dentists. Contact 
Laura Rohlman at laura@wsda.org or Randy Newquist at 
randyn@uw.edu for more information.

Mentor reception: Another
great night at the museum
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Dr. Jason Bourne (’01)

Dr. Greg Ogata (’92), President 
of the Washington State Dental 
Association

Dr. Rhonda Savage (’89)

Dean Joel Berg and 
Dr. Doug Walsh (’78), 
former WSDA President

Dr. Rod Wentworth (’81), former WSDA President, 
and Thomas Backus, Class of 2018

mentor_reception(22-23).indd   22 3/2/15   11:24 AM
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Dr. Ron Dahl (’83)

Jonathan Everett,  
Class of 2015

Dr. Darrel Dreke (’80) and 
Stephanie Kim, Class of 2017

Dr. Jeff Hamilton (’76)
Dr. Donald LePere and Lynda Phan,  
Class of 2018

Dr. Randy Thompson (’73)  
and Rebecca Liu, Class of 2017

Mariam Tariri and Diana Kim, both 
Class of 2017, and Dr. Barry Feder

mentor_reception(22-23).indd   23 3/2/15   11:24 AM
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School of Dentistry affiliate faculty 
members and alumni Dr. David Steiner 
(’70, Endo ’74) and Dr. Philip Ander-
son (’72) were honored for their edu-
cational contributions as they received 
the inaugural Hungate Awards for 
Teaching Excellence during a faculty 
retreat in December. 

Affiliate members, serving essential-
ly as volunteers with minuscule com-
pensation, have been an indispensable 
part of our School’s faculty for decades, 
with more than 600 serving during the 
current academic year. However, this 
marked the first time their work has 
been formally honored. 

The awards are dedicated to the 
memory of Dr. William P. “Mitch” 
Hungate (’78), an affiliate faculty mem-

ber for 33 years and an avid outdoors-
man and triathlete who died in an ava-
lanche in the Cascades in 2013. They 
were created with the aid of donations 
by friends, family and colleagues.

The 2014 Hungate Lifetime Award 
for Teaching Excellence went to Dr. 
Steiner, a Tacoma endodontist who has 
served with the Department of End-
odontics since 1974, teaching both pre-

doctoral  and post-doctoral students. 
Dr. Jim Johnson, his department 

chair, wrote in support of his nomina-
tion: “In the clinic, Dr. Steiner imparts 
his knowledge from his 40 years of 
clinical experience in private practice 
to endodontic 
graduate students 
and pre-doctoral 

students. He is a 
superb role model 
for students, and 

shows how to be an ethical practitio-
ner each time he teaches. … He is an 
outstanding teacher who challenges 
students to be the best.”

Thanking Dr. Johnson and other 
faculty, along with his wife, Patty, Dr. 
Steiner said he was “humbled when I 
thought of the hundreds of dedicated 
affiliates who came before me who 
didn’t have the opportunity to win 

this award.”
Dr. Anderson, a Seattle general den-

tist for 30 years until retiring in 2005, 
received the 2014 Hungate Award for 
Teaching Excellence. He has served on 
the Department of Restorative Den-
tistry faculty since 2007 and also on 
the School’s Admissions Committee.

Supporting his nomination, Dr. 
Susan Coldwell, of Student Life and 
Admissions, wrote: “Dr. Anderson pro-
vides both our current students and 
our future students with tremendous 
support and guidance. He is incredibly 
giving of his time and energy to the 
School of Dentistry, and to our efforts 
in the communities that lack access to 
dental care. Dr. Anderson has enthusi-
asm, positive energy, and a keen ability 
to communicate his values. All these 
characteristics make him an excellent 
teacher, role model and colleague.”

Receiving his award, Dr. Ander-
son said: “I believe very strongly that 
everyone at some point in their life 
should give something back to soci-
ety. I feel very fortunate to be part of a 
profession that has a great deal of need 
[for this kind of service].”

The awards were presented by Dr. 
Charles Bolender, former Chair of the 
Department of Prosthodontics and 
head of the award selection committee, 
with the assistance of Marilynn Hun-
gate, Dr. Hungate’s widow. 

New Hungate Awards honor
members of affiliate faculty

Dr. David Steiner (center) receives the Hungate Lifetime Award for Teaching  
Excellence from Dr. Charles Bolender and Marilynn Hungate.

Dr. Philip Anderson (center) receives the Hungate Award for Teaching Excel-
lence from Dr. Charles Bolender and Marilynn Hungate.

Affiliate members  
have been an 

indispensable part  
of our School’s faculty  

for decades.
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When Dr. Asuman Kiyak of our faculty, 
who was director of the UW’s Institute 
on Aging, passed away in May 2011, the 
outlook for her mobile geriatric dental 
outreach was shaky. Even before her 
death, the institute had closed for lack 
of funding, and it was hard to imagine 
how UW’s off-site geriatric dental clin-
ics could survive without Dr. Kiyak’s 
remarkable determination.

But colleagues stepped up 
when it counted. One of Dr. 
Kiyak’s dental assistants, Denise 
Choo, kept the mobile outreach 
going in the months after Dr. 
Kiyak’s death. Then in 2012, 
after Dr. Michael Martin (Oral 
Med ’94) of Oral Medicine took 
over our School’s geriatric den-
tistry curriculum, he asked Dr. 
Susanne Kölare Jeffrey of Oral 
Health Sciences and Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgery to take 
over the outreach.

“We’ve come a long way 
from two years ago,” Dr. Jef-
frey said recently.  Today, UW 
geriatric clinics are entrenched at two 
Seattle-area sites: the Foss Home and 
Village care facility in North Seattle 
and the Center for Healthy Living in 
Lynnwood, which targets low-income 
elderly who don’t have Medicaid or pri-
vate insurance.

Dr. Jeffrey had high praise for Se-
nior Services of Snohomish Coun-
ty, which funds the clinic operations 
through contractual grants whose 
flexibility she greatly appreciates. In 
addition to delivering services, she’s 
been able to give patients free preven-
tive-care products buy and buy badly 
needed equipment, including three new 
dental chairs, a quieter air compressor 
and upgrades for mobile carts.

“It’s great to work with Senior Ser-
vices,” she said. “If I need someone to 
check on a patient after a tooth extrac-
tion, they can go home and Senior 
Services will take care of that. Senior 
Services also makes reminder calls to 
patients before appointments, so there 
are very few no-shows or cancellations. 
Snohomish County has made oral 

health a priority.”
Fourth-year students treat patients 

at the clinics as part of Dr. Jeffrey’s Ex-
tramural Rotation in Geriatric Dentist-
ry course, while first- and second-years 
also come in to assist. The array of 
treatment includes new-patient exams, 
radiographs, restorative procedures 
(“You see a lot of root caries,” Dr. Jef-
frey said), saliva tests, denture relines, 
minor prosthodontic repairs, extrac-
tions, pulpectomies, cleanings, scalings 
and root planings, and some endodon-
tic work.

“You have to do creative work-
arounds,” Dr. Jeffrey said. “If you need 
a bridge for Nos. 5-7 but there’s no way 
to pay for it, instead you do a composite 
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Mobile geriatric clinics keep
a legacy of caring alive

crown on No. 7. It’s enough to let the 
patient get by.”

The clinic also pre-medicates pa-
tients. Some require it because of dan-
gerously high blood pressure, and the 
clinic also sees former members of the 
military with post-traumatic stress dis-
order, generally from the Vietnam era. 

Dentures are the biggest priority for 
the elder community, she says. While 
the clinic now repairs old dentures, Dr. 
Jeffrey and Senior Services are trying 
to find community resources to fund 
new ones. 

“The need is tremendous,” she said. 
The elder population is rap-
idly expanding; now about 13 
percent of the state’s total, it’s 
expected to reach 20 percent 
in a decade or so. It’s a group 
that faces multiple oral health 
challenges, Dr. Jeffrey said: As 
seniors lose dexterity, they can’t 
brush as effectively. They’re 
more susceptible to pneumonia, 
and gram-negative bacteria can 
flourish in the biofilm, so good 
oral health habits are even more 
important. 

For the moment, Dr. Jeffrey 
is a one-woman show, buying 
and transporting all the supplies 
in addition to supervising stu-

dents. But she hopes to expand clinical 
services, perhaps adding Saturday ses-
sions to do more cleanings. She’s also 
talking with the dental hygiene pro-
gram at Shoreline Community College 
about helping with recall exams and 
cleanings, which would free her and 
her fourth-years to do more restorative 
work.

She boils it down to a simple propo-
sition.

“Where you have vulnerable elderly,” 
she said, “you need to be where they 
are.” 

news

Dr. Susanne Kölare Jeffrey checks on fourth-year student Jonathan 
Everett as he treats a patient at the Center for Healthy Living in  
Lynnwood, Wash.

YOU CAN HELP!
Dr. Jeffrey welcomes volunteer dentists in her 
outreach. Contact her at sjeffrey@uw.edu.
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news

More than 100 UW dental students 
joined approximately 150 Washing-
ton State Dental Association mem-
ber dentists on Feb. 20 to meet with 
Washington state legislators during 
Dental Action Day in Olympia.

“It was a great experience,” said 
fourth-year student Jonathan Ever-
ett, who was one of the lead student 
organizers for the event, along with 
classmate Halee Hyatt and third-year 
student Mahfuzur Rahman.

“All the legislators that I met with 
were very supportive of increas-
ing funding to the RIDE program,” 
Everett said. The planned expansion 
of the Regional Initiatives in Den-
tal Education program from eight 
slots a year to 30 slots was one of our 
School’s top points of discussion with 
lawmakers. 

Other priority issues included rais-
ing adult dental Medicaid  reimburse-
ment rates to improve access to care 
for at-risk populations, and support-

ing general funding for the UW.
“I got a very positive response to 

RIDE,” said Dean Joel Berg, who led 
the School’s contingent. “It’s already 
had such good success, and for a rela-
tively small investment.”

In his discussions with lawmakers 
about RIDE, Dean Berg also referred 
to another access-to-care initiative: 
Access to Baby and Child Dentistry 
(ABCD). “Twenty years ago, Wash-
ington state was one of the worst, and 
now, with ABCD, we’re No. 1 in ac-
cess to dental care for kids,” he said. 
That comparison resonated strongly 
with legislators, he said.

“It was a very successful day,” said 
the Dean, whose meetings included 
members of the House capital budget 
committee. “At some levels, I thought 
it was even more successful than last 
year. Students who’d been there last 
year were more comfortable and took 
a more active part in their meetings. 
The continuity is important.”

Many students told 
the Dean how much 
they’d learned about 
the value of educating 
lawmakers, he said.

As he did last year, 
Dean Berg canceled 
classes for the day, 
so students could at-
tend without wor-
rying about makeup 
work. The Dean also 
noted that WSDA 
structured this year’s 
event to have smaller 
groups meeting with 
legislators, so stu-
dents could  disperse  
more widely and talk 
with more  people. 

Students join WSDA dentists
for Dental Action Day in Olympia

WSDA-UW effort 
recognized
A collaboration by our School and 
the Washington State Dental Asso-
ciation (WSDA) to broaden partici-
pation in an outreach to state legis-
lators has earned WSDA a Golden 
Apple award from the American 
Dental Association (ADA).

The ADA bestowed the award, 
which recognizes dental society vol-
unteers and staff for outstanding ac-
tivities and excellence in leadership, 
for Dental Action Day. The an-
nual event, which is led by WSDA, 
brings WSDA member dentists 
and dental students to Olympia to 
meet legislators and discuss issues 
concerning organized dentistry and 
academic dentistry.  

Last year’s event drew nearly 200 
students, the largest UW turnout 
ever, thanks largely to Dean Joel 
Berg’s decision to suspend classes 
for the day. He said he wanted stu-
dents to appreciate how much im-
pact their voices could carry in the 
public arena and to share a sense 
of solidarity with the larger dental 
community.

“Traveling from meeting to 
meeting with the dentists provides 
great insight to what the profession 
of dentistry looks like in practice, 
and they are always interested in 
hearing about our dental school ex-
perience and in sharing their knowl-
edge and clinical stories with us, the 
students,” said student Todd Billing-
ton (Class of ’15) after the event.Pre-doctoral students gather outside the Capitol on Dental Action Day.
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Dr. Peter K. Moy delivers Worthington Lecture
Dr. Peter K. Moy discussed “Implant Dentistry Today: The Role of the Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgeon” as he delivered the 2014 Philip Worthington Lecture on 
Oct. 1 at the School of Dentistry. This year marked the incorporation of the lec-
ture into the new “Grand Rounds” series initiated by Dr. Thomas Dodson, Chair 
of the Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery. Here, Dr. Dodson (far left) 
and Dr. Worthington (second from left) join Dr. Moy (center), the Nobel Biocare 
Endowed Chair in Surgical Implant Dentistry and Professor of Clinical Dentistry 
at the UCLA School of Dentistry. Also on hand for the lecture were OMS faculty 
members Dr. Jasjit Dillon and Dr. O. Ross Beirne. 

Hawaiian hospitality for Dean Berg
School of Dentistry alumni gathered to meet Dean Joel Berg at two receptions in 
Hawaii in mid-February. One was in Honolulu on Oahu, the other in Lahaina on 
Maui. Above: Dr. David Lum (’07) and his uncle, Dr. William Lum (’91) join the 
Dean. Below (from left) are Dr. Ryan Dung (’93), Dr. Russell Tom (’83), Dr. Neil 
Furuya (Perio ’89), and Dr. Mark Kitamura (’83).

news
Improve our

skulls of dentistry!
Dr. Sue Herring of Oral Health Sciences 
continues to request donations of hu-
man skulls for instructional use at our 
School of Dentistry. 

Dr. Herring, who also teaches in 
Orthodontics, uses the skulls as one of 
several instructors in a School of Medi-
cine pre-doctoral course on medical 
and dental anatomy. She also uses them 
in her School of Dentistry postgraduate 
course on head and neck anatomy. 

Since our last issue, Dr. Tom White 
(’68) and Dr. David Crouch (’78) 

have donated skulls. We 
thank them and our other 
donors. 

The School’s collec-
tion of skulls is aging, 
and skulls have grown 
prohibitively expensive 

in a time of shrinking 
budgets, Dr. Herring said. She 

noted that decades ago, dental students 
often bought skulls, and those would be 
prime candidates for donation if they’re 
no longer in use. She also said that the 
newly donated skulls are almost always 
in better condition than the rest of the 
collection.

The skulls must be actual human 
specimens – not plastic – and in rea-
sonably good condition, with no major 
parts missing or broken, she said. 

Skulls may be sent directly to Dr. 
Herring at the School of Dentistry’s De-
partment of Orthodontics, 1959 N.E. Pa-
cific St., Box 357446, Seattle, WA 98195. 
If a tax deduction is desired, donors 
should state their  valuation of the skull 
in an e-mail or in writing. (Dr. Herring’s 
e-mail is herring@u.washington.edu.)  
The School can then provide an official 
acknowledgement of the donation.
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I n 1974, the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation awarded 
four-year grants to 11 U.S. schools to establish training 
programs in special-care dentistry. The schools took dif-
ferent approaches; most focused on pediatric care.  

But as the grants expired, so did the impetus for the most 
of the programs. However, one program not only survived but 
clearly emerged as a leader. It grew in scope, gaining a national 
reputation for research. It trained dental practitioners from its 
home state, the country and the world – Canada, Mexico, Aus-
tralia, Japan, Iceland, Europe, South  America. It trained dental 
students and provided special-needs care to thousands of adults 
and some children. The patients were often extremely   chal-
lenging, and this program was often their only dental resource.

It was at the University of Washington. 
And today it is known as Dental Educa-
tion in Care of Persons with Disabilities 
– DECOD.

‘FORCES OF NATURE’
Many dedicated people labored to make 
DECOD succeed, but Dr. Michael Mar-
tin (’71, GPR ’72) of our Department of 
Oral Medicine, the program’s director 
from 1994 to 1999, boils it down: “Doris 
Stiefel and Ed Truelove – they’re forces 
of nature.”

By all accounts, Dr. Stiefel (’54), our 
School’s first woman graduate, and Dr. 
Truelove, Chair of Oral Medicine for 
38 years until 2010, were pivotal figures, 
even as others played important parts.

At first, DECOD – then known as Dental Education in Care 
of the Disabled – was overseen by a faculty board of directors 
chaired by Dr. Thompson Lewis of Pediatric Dentistry. He re-
linquished the chair after a few months to Norma Wells (Dental 
Hygiene ’58), who recently retired from the Department of Oral 
Health Sciences. She continually ensured that DECOD had the 
full support of the School’s dental hygiene program, says Dr. 
Stiefel – a key part of its success.

Social worker Julia Hale served as DECOD’s first program 
coordinator. “She was relatively radical in her teaching methods – 
for example, requiring every dental student for a short period to 
be confined to a wheelchair – but she was an idealistic champion 
for the rights and needs of the physically and mentally disabled 

and disadvantaged,” says Professor Emeri-
tus Samuel Dworkin of Oral Medicine. 

In DECOD’s  second year, Hale left 
to pursue a Ph.D. Dr. Dworkin, who was 
then Associate Dean, hired Dr. Stiefel from 
Oral Biology, where she’d been working 
as a researcher, to take over. 

“Doris had a real concern about and 
desire to help patients with special needs, 
so that was an ideal match,” Dr. Truelove 
says. “My role was to help, guide, be sup-
portive, give advice when needed – and 
sometimes beat on tabletops.”

“Dr. Truelove was really a visionary,” 
says dental hygienist Mae Chin, who 
served in DECOD from 1984 until re-
tiring in 2013.

“We had to get support from around 
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BY STEVE STEINBERG  DENTAL ALUMNI NEWS EDITOR

SPECIAL 
IN EVERY WAY

For four decades, our DECOD program has been a leader in  
special-care dentistry – in training, patient care and research

“I can’t tell you  
how happy I am 
[with DECOD]. 

The staff just 
has very kind, 

compassionate, 
careful qualities.”

—DECOD patient’s mother
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the school and from people with special 
needs,” Dr. Stiefel recalls. “You really 
had to build up awareness in the com-
munity. It was a challenge – but also an 
opportunity.”

Early on, DECOD sought to integrate 
special-care dentistry into mainstream 
clinical care, but this was difficult. Pre-
doctoral students trying to meet their 
restorative and other requirements could 
be reluctant providers, Dr. Stiefel says.

But Dr. Truelove, she says, came up 
with an effective approach with “verti-
cal teams” of first-, second-, third- and 
fourth-year students who met weekly 
with faculty advisers. And as Dr. Truelove 
and Dr. Stiefel searched for new support, 
the program reached a turning point in 
1979 when they obtained funding from 
the federal Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA) for 
postgraduate training.

The five -year grant let DECOD bring dentists, hygienists and 

assistants from all over the world to study 
special-care dentistry for anywhere from 
a week to several months. U.S. trainees 
received stipends for long-term partici-
pation; those from other countries paid 
their own way. One of the first trainees 
was UW dental alumna Dr. Karen Sa-
kuma (’79). 

“The training program was wonderful,” 
she says. “It really expanded our abilities.” 

Practicing dentists, dental hygienists 
and even dental assistants were key targets, 
Dr. Stiefel says. “There was obviously a 
need for a graduate training program – a 
demand from select dentists and dental 
hygienists, including dental educators, 
around the country. We encouraged the 
dental team to attend.  Many of them 
had family members with special needs, 

and we trained them to become more involved.” After the initial 
grant, the RSA awarded three more for advanced training. 

Dr. Stiefel and Dr. Truelove directed production of 18 train-
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“We can manage 
things like heart 

disease and 
hypertension.  
Why wouldn’t 

we do that with 
special-needs 

dental patients?”
—Dr. Edmond Truelove, former  

Chair of Oral Medicine

A snapshot of DECOD in the ’80s: (front row, from left) Lynn Frandsen (Dental Hygiene ’84), who eventually became DECOD’s director of education; 
Dr. Michael Martin (’71, GPR ’72) of Oral Medicine, who later became DECOD director; Patty Doyle (Dental Hygiene ’65), who lectured and helped 
produce instructional modules; Dr. Doris Stiefel (’54), DECOD director; and dental hygienist Mae Chin, one of DECOD’s key providers. Behind Chin is 
Dr. Richard Jurevic, a DECOD fellowship trainee.
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ing modules for dental providers, which 
were widely shared with other dental 
schools and dental hygiene programs and 
laid the basis for a series of educational 
videos. And the program conducted sig-
nificant research on gingivitis and other 
issues of particular concern for patients 
with special needs, such as the oral health 
status of persons in specific disability 
groups, including those with mental ill-
ness, spinal cord injury, developmental 
and other conditions. 

While DECOD was building its pro-
fessional outreach, its leaders also focused 
on the larger community to boost the 
program. Dr. Stiefel, who also served as 
president of the Academy of Dentistry 
for the Handicapped (which later became the Academy of Den-
tistry for Persons with Disabilities and eventually merged into 
the Special Care Dentistry Association), would go anywhere and 
talk with anyone to gather support. 

“We had an advisory group from the community, and started 
a newsletter to spread awareness in our school and the rest of 
the community. We held good-will holiday parties for people at 
the school and in the community,” Dr. Stiefel says. 

In 1984, these efforts paid off when state Rep. Jim McDermott, 
now a congressman, secured $175,000 in state funding. Even 
through subsequent budget crunches, DECOD has received a 
per-patient state enhancement. That’s made a big difference in 
sustaining the program.

“Doris was never afraid to knock 
on doors,” Dr. Martin says. “She 
recruited people from UW Reha-
bilitation Medicine, and we relied 
on them for some time in teach-
ing correct methods of wheelchair 
transfers. She got the University 
District Rotary Club to donate a van 
and mobile equipment for home-
bound and institutional visits.” 
The Grottoes of North America 
and other local foundations also 
contributed to patient care. 

“This is a program that sur-
vived on its own tenaciousness,” 
Dr. Truelove says.

Other UW Health Sciences 
faculty – Medicine, Pharmacy, 
Nursing, Social Work – taught 
in DECOD. Some of the most 
effective instructors were those 

with spinal cord injury, hearing and vision 
impairment or cerebral palsy, who spoke 
about their own conditions.

BLAZING TRAILS
At the outset, DECOD was charting new 
territory. Dr. Art Nowak of the University 
of Iowa would publish seminal work on 
special-care dentistry, but had not done 
so when DECOD started. 

“That’s why DECOD was so exciting,” 
says Dr. Martin, who went through the 
training program himself before joining 
the UW from the University of Ken-
tucky. “We were creating this specialty 
as we went along.” 

Patients with special needs present 
unique and even intimidating challenges, Dr. Truelove says. Com-
munication disorders or behavioral issues can make it hard for 
the patient to convey feedback or other information. Movement 
disorders may require protective stabilization. 

To calm patients, DECOD preferred to use behavioral sup-
ports as much as possible, with the help of expertise from faculty 
such as Mae Chin and the late Dr. Richard Rolla (’61, Pedo ’71), 
director of the dental clinic at the UW Child Development and 
Mental Retardation Center (now the Center for Human Devel-
opment and Disability).

Sedation is another issue, as providers must weigh the risks of 
using general anesthesia to do restorative work or even simple 

cleaning on a medically compro-
mised patient. Sometimes pre-
treatment sedation is also needed 
for fearful patients.

Some patients can’t brush their 
own teeth, and caregivers don’t 
always do it consistently or cor-
rectly. There are higher risks of 
tooth damage from conditions such 
as bruxism (grinding). Secondary 
movement disorders can also lead 
to grinding and wear.

Patients with special needs can 
also present mucosal problems, 
along with higher risks of cancer, 
chronic infections and viral infec-
tions. Breathing and swallowing 
may be impaired, and there’s a 
bigger chance of pneumonia.

Considering all this, DECOD 
chose a course of careful, compre-
hensive outpatient maintenance 
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Dr. Edmond Truelove and Dr. Doris Stiefel, shown at Dr. Stiefel’s 
retirement celebration in 1994, were instrumental in helping DECOD 
become a leader in its field.

“You really had to 
build up awareness 
in the community. 
It was a challenge 

– but also an 
opportunity.”

— Dr. Doris Stiefel,  

DECOD director 1975-94
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rather than infrequent and 
massive treatment in the op-
erating room. The approach 
has won over hundreds of pa-

tients and caregivers.
“I can’t tell you how happy I am [with DECOD],” says one 

Seattle-area caregiver whose adult daughter has been in the pro-
gram for 20 years.  “The staff just has very kind, compassionate, 
careful qualities. They’ll ask if being quiet or being chatty helps 
– it’s a lot of sensitivity to the individual.”

DECOD providers such as Mae Chin would sing to patients, 
or she’d mimic their vocal sounds.  “It would make them stop 
and look at you, and they’d smile,” she says.

“I had one patient say, ‘I don’t want to do this. I hate dentists.’ 
I told her, ‘Betty, we’re on 
the same page.’ ” 

Providers went to 
group care homes or pri-
vate homes, or treated 
patients in their cars or 
vans when they couldn’t – 
or wouldn’t – get out. No 
dental chair? No suction? 
DECOD could always 
find a work-around.

“What DECOD 
chose to do is manage 
people,” Dr. Truelove 
says. “We can manage 
things like heart disease 
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School welcomes 
PROVAIL  

patients

I n October, our School began welcoming about 
300 special-needs patients from an off-site clinic at 
PROVAIL, a leading Seattle provider of supported 
services for people with special needs. The move 

to shift their care inside the School arose from discus-
sions between Dean Joel Berg and PROVAIL CEO Mike 
Hatzenbeler after the School suspended its outreach to 
the clinic in 2013. 

Student scheduling and related issues had prompted 
the suspension at the clinic, founded by Dr. Johnny John-
son (’55), one of our foremost advocates for special-needs 
dentistry.  For more than 20 years at the clinic, pre-doc-
toral students had assisted volunteer local dentists. 

“It would have been ideal to serve these patients in a 
familiar setting at PROVAIL, but that was not possible,” 
Dean Berg said.

However, at the Dean’s urging, our fourth-year stu-
dents agreed to act not only as providers for these pa-
tients at the School, but also as champions and advocates.

“Our students will closely monitor the PROVAIL pa-
tients’ dental health, answer questions from patients or 
caregivers, and help the patients navigate our School’s 
clinics,” Dean Berg said. Dr. Kimberly Espinoza, director 
of our DECOD program, is overseeing the transition.  

Some patients are expected to be mainstreamed into 
comprehensive care in our pre-doctoral clinics. Some are 
to be directed into DECOD, while others may be sent to 
a graduate specialty clinic. 

“I’d like to thank Class President David Ludwig and 
his fellow fourth-year students for stepping up and en-
thusiastically supporting this plan,” Dean Berg said. “I’d 
also like to thank Mike Hatzenbeler and PROVAIL’s ded-
icated volunteers and staff for their tremendous patience 
and cooperation. I’m very pleased that we’ll continue a 
relationship that has benefited a vulnerable patient popu-
lation for more than 20 years.”

At the front desk, Juana 
Rashid, who has been with 

DECOD for more than 20 
years, gives patients and 
caregivers a familiar and 

comforting presence.

DECOD providers have been 
adept at improvising.

DECOD  
seeks dentists

DECOD seeks volunteer 
dentists to treat patients 
and supervise students 
in its clinic at our School. 
Experience in special-care 
dentistry is desired, but 
DECOD will furnish additional 
training. For details, please 
contact Dr. Kimberly Espinoza 
at kmespino@uw.edu.
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and hypertension. Why wouldn’t we do 
that with special-needs dental patients?” 

A TURNING POINT
When Dean Joel Berg took charge of the 
School in 2014, DECOD had reached a 
crossroads. Although its operations had 
moved to a larger, fully renovated space 
in the old Pediatric Dental Clinic, pa-
tient visit numbers had been declining 
from their peak of about 4,500 per year. 
A number of factors were at work: The 
program was short of providers, contracts 
with clients at remote sites had declined 
and some affiliations with other profes-
sional programs, such as local dental hy-
giene training, had drifted away. 

But Dean Berg quickly established his 
commitment to DECOD. He asked Dr. 
Nowak, his teacher at Iowa and mentor 
afterward, to do a comprehensive evalu-
ation of the program and make recom-
mendations.   

In 2014, Dean Berg hired Dr. Kim-
berly Espinoza of the University of New 
Mexico, who had directed one of that 
state’s primary special-care dental clin-
ics, to be DECOD’s new director. Dr. 
Espinoza also  currently serves as Chair 
of the Special Care Dentistry Association’s Council of Dentistry 
for People with Disabilities.

At the same time, as our School was revamping its curriculum, 
special-care dentistry was about to be embedded more fully than 
ever, with Dr. Espinoza leading the way.  

Starting this fall, Dr. Espinoza plans to integrate material from 
the International Association for Disability and Oral Health on 
treating patients with special needs and other vulnerable popula-
tions into the pre-doctoral curriculum. First-years will have an 
early clinical immersion in special-care den-
tistry. Second-year students will learn about 
public health and communication relating to 
patients with disabilities, geriatric patients and 
other vulnerable populations. In third year, the 
new Oral Medicine clerkship rotation will in-
clude special-care dentistry, both didactic and 
clinical, and students will also do more patient 
assessment, treatment planning, and determi-
nation of behavioral support needs. And the 
new fourth-year practice model will feature a 
more advanced clinical experience, with more 
direct treatment and continuous assessment of 

patients with special needs. 
On the graduate level, Dr. Espinoza is 

already seeking candidates for a new second-
year GPR special-care dentistry residency 
for the 2015-16 academic year; it will be 
one of only a handful of such residencies 
in the country. She’d also like first-year 
GPR students to do a DECOD rotation.

In addition, she seeks to re-establish 
DECOD’s connection with Puget Sound-
area dental hygiene programs, and revive 
the training fellowship for practicing 
dentists. And she’s received a boost from 
the Washington State Dental Association, 
which donated funds to allow DECOD 
to take lateral oblique radiographs for 
patients who can’t handle a regular Pan-
orex or intraoral radiographs.

“DECOD is all about access – help-
ing patients be able to handle care in a 
dentist’s office and have dental appoint-
ments any time they’re needed,” she says. 

As she notes, DECOD continues to 
serve as a major provider of quality oral 
health care for Washingtonians with 
special needs, who often have no other 
alternative in their communities. Even  
among dentists who have some training 
and are willing to treat patients with dis-

abilities, few can manage patients with truly severe problems. 
Patients with special needs also often lack financial means, 

and the many who rely on Medicaid – more than 90 percent 
of DECOD patients – may have difficulty finding a commu-
nity dentist. 

“That’s where DECOD meets the urgent need,” Dr. Espi-
noza says.

Dean Berg says he’d like to see DECOD do even more ad-
vocacy and significantly expand its off-site outreach. And with 

sufficient resources, Dr. Truelove says, DECOD 
could do an even better job with preventive ser-
vices. “There are still more ways to reduce the 
risk and burden of disease in the special-needs 
population,” he says.

Dean Berg leaves little doubt about where 
he stands. 

“This is one of the great legacy programs of 
our School, and it still remains unique in dental 
education,” he says. “Here’s the bottom line: 
We are absolutely committed to special-care 
dentistry. And we are absolutely committed to 
DECOD.” 

“The training 
program was 

wonderful. It really 
expanded our 

abilities.”
—Dr. Karen Sakuma (’79),  

DECOD educational fellow

Nothing made a dental appointment less stressful 
than a kiss from a friend.

Dr. Kimberly Espinoza
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faculty updates
evidence-based practice,” as well as studies he initiated that 
utilized the School of Dentistry’s Northwest Practice-Based 
Research Collaborative in Evidence-Based Dentistry. 

In addition, Dr. Huang will be leading a study for the 
National Dental Practice-Based Research Network in 
the latter part of 2015. The project entails recruiting 250 
orthodontic practitioners from across the nation who are 
interested in conducting research in their own offices.

Dr. Edmond Truelove, Professor of Oral 
Medicine, received the Oral Cancer 
Foundation’s Service Award during “An 
Evening to Conquer Oral Cancer” in 
Seattle in October. Dr. Truelove was 
honored for his long-time advocacy of 
oral cancer screenings and his efforts to 

educate other providers on the proper methodology for 
conducting them. 

Dr. Peter Milgrom, Director of the Northwest 
Center to Reduce Oral Health Disparities, 
is leading a collaboration with Advantage 
Dental Services of Oregon to improve the 
dental health of low-income mothers and 
children in Oregon. The project will target 
82,000 rural children and mothers enrolled 

in the Oregon Health Plan with a program designed to 
widen access to care and reduce delays in getting dental 
treatment. Funding is being provided by Advantage and by 
a three-year, $488,434 evaluation grant from the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation of Princeton, N.J. 

Dr. Douglas Dixon (Perio ’01), Director of 
Graduate Periodontics, was recognized by 
the American Academy of Periodontology 
(AAP) at its annual meeting in September 
with its Service Award for his work as Vice 
Chair of the Task Force to Update the 
AAP’s Glossary of Terms. 

Carol Wiesenbach retired as Administrator 
for the Office of Academic Affairs for our 
School at the end of September after 37 
years at the UW. She started in the 
Department of Rehabilitation Medicine in 
1977, then came to the School of Dentistry 
as Administrator for the Department of 

Dental Public Health Sciences, a position she held for 
another 13 years.  In 2003, she joined the Office of 
Academic Affairs. 

Norma Wells (Dental Hygiene ’58), Associate 
Professor of Oral Health Sciences, retired at 
the end of December and received emeritus 
standing. Through the UW Oral Health 
Collaborative she founded in 1995, Wells 
worked with community institutions to 
bring dental screenings and education to 

thousands of Washingtonians. The beneficiaries of her work 
included the homeless, migrant families, recent immigrants 
and Native American children on tribal lands. In addition, 
she played a key role in the launch of our Dental 
Education in Care of Persons with Disabilities program in 
1974 as chair of DECOD’s faculty advisory council. Her 
work was acknowledged in 2013 with UW Health 
Sciences’ Community Volunteer Recognition Award.
 

Dr. Yen-Wei Chen (Grad Pros ’08), Assistant 
Professor of Restorative Dentistry, was 
named the first recipient of the Mark R. 
Grace Endowed Faculty Fellowship in 
Restorative Dentistry, which was 
established to support faculty in teaching 
pre-doctoral students the use of CAD/

CAM technologies in the treatment of oral diseases. The 
endowment was created by Dr. Kristine Grace (’96, OMS 
’00) in honor of her spouse, who is also an alumnus (’94) 
and member of our Dental Alumni Association board. 

Marilynn Rothen  (Dental Hygiene ’76, Oral 
Bio ’11), Clinical Assistant Professor in 
Oral Health Sciences, was elected president 
of the Washington State Dental Hygienists 
Association for 2015. Rothen is Clinic 
Manager for the Regional Clinical Dental 
Research Center and Research 

Implementation Manager for the UW School of 
Medicine’s Institute of Translational Science, and, as a 
registered dental hygienist, is also on staff at the Dental 
Fears Research Clinic.

Dr. Greg Huang (Ortho ’89), Chair of 
Orthodontics, received the 2014 Award of 
Merit from the Pacific Coast Society for 
Orthodontics (PCSO). The award, 
established in 1987, honors an orthodontist 
or paraprofessional who has significantly 
contributed to the profession of 

orthodontics over a number of years.  Dr. David Turpin 
(Ortho ’66), in remarks about award in the PCSO 
newsletter, cited Dr. Huang’s “broad understanding of 
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Dr. Donald Raleigh, 
Class of 1950
Dr. Donald Raleigh, a member 
of our � rst graduating class, 
entered dental school after his 
discharge from the Navy as a 
lieutenant commander in 1946. 
Serving on the battleship USS 
Maryland, he survived the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor 
on Dec. 7, 1941 and went on 
to � ght the Paci� c campaign of 
World War II. He viewed the 
surrender on the USS Missouri 
through a � re-control range� nder 
on the deck of the USS Wilkes-Barre 
CL103. Today he remains active as class 
representative on the board of our Dental 
Alumni Association. Here he shares his 
recollections about returning to civilian life 
and attending the School of Dentistry.

Deciding on dentistry:  One of my shipmates was Lt. 
Frank Gray, a dental corpsman who was a great pro-
ponent of dentistry as a profession. He explained how 
dentistry required exceptional hand-eye coordination 
as well as academic achievement.

Most dentists own their of� ce and are their own boss. Af-
ter � ve years of active duty, I was tired of taking orders and 
being told what I was going to do and where. My wife and I 
wished to have a family and live a normal life. I had read about 

the plans for a new medical and dental school at the 
University of Washington, so I went to see the admis-
sions of� cer – Dr. Boa Thomas, an ex-Navy dentist. 
I was still in my uniform and we had instant rapport. 
He outlined the academic requirements required for 
entrance to the School of Dentistry. Since my un-
dergraduate degree was in business administration, I 
needed organic chemistry, qualitative and quantita-
tive analysis and zoology. Fortunately, I was able to 
ful� ll the requirements in three quarters before the 
start of the School of Dentistry in the fall of 1946. 
My instructor in zoology was Dr. Dixy Lee Ray, the 
future governor of Washington and chair of the U.S. 
Atomic Energy Commission. She gave me an A grade.

Dental school: Our � rst dental quarters 
were in the fourth � oor attic of Bagley 
Hall and consisted of 50 lab benches � t-
ted with gas, air and electrical connec-
tions. We were issued all the instruments 
that were required for this introduction 
to the science and art of dentistry. The 
GI Bill paid for our instruments and 
supplies as well as four years of school 
tuition. This government program paid 
for itself seven times over in income taxes 
from the college graduates. All but two of 
the members of the � rst class were GIs 
and one of the two was Bill McGovern, 

Remembering our School, our people, our times

History
Project

The

Editor’s note: In our last issue, we launched the History Project to capture the memories of our alumni and selected senior or emeri-

tus faculty members. Excerpts from these reminiscences will continue to appear in the Dental Alumni News. To see the full versions, 

please go online to www.dental.washington.edu and look for the “Class Connections/History Project” link on the “Alumni & Friends” 

pull-down menu. We’d love to hear about your memories! Please email ss55@uw.edu with “History Project” in the subject line. 
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During Navy training

The fourth-year dental student

historyproject(34-35).indd   34 3/2/15   11:35 AM



S P R I N G  2 0 1 5    DentalAlumninews        35   

the starting center for the UW football 
team. He had the distinction to be flown 
to the out-of-state games because he had 
to attend the Friday dental classes. The 
rest of the team took the train. Another 
was Percy Hansen, an Army Ranger in 
the Philippines, who had killed more 
enemy soldiers than there were men in 
our class. We were survivors and did not 
talk much about our war experiences. 

Dean Ernest Jones addressed the first 
class and told us what a fine group of den-
tists we were and that he expected every 
one of us to receive our DDS. Forty-four 
members of that entering class did gradu-
ate, and all passed the Washington State 
Board on the first try. Dr. Jones was very 
supportive of his students and strove for 
a harmonious relationship with the faculty. He was able to re-
cruit outstandingly talented professors as well as highly quali-
fied individuals from the local dental community. Seattle was 
very fortunate in having an active group of study clubs, which 
resulted in the delivery to the public of superior dentistry. Dr. 
Robert Hampson was the father of Bob Hampson, a student 
of the first class. Dr. Hampson was an outstanding dentist and 
volunteered many days to the School at considerable cost to 
himself. Another was Dr. Ozzie Anderson, who specialized 
in crown and bridge. He did beautiful porcelain crowns and 
inlays and guided many students into fine dentistry. 

The third- and fourth-year students produced much bet-
ter dentistry than that found in the mouths of most private 
patients because of the oversight of each step by an instructor. 
It started with the examination and treatment plan for each 
patient. For an amalgam or gold foil, the cavity preparation 
was approved and finally the condensation and finishing. In 
the case of an inlay, this step-by-step approval by an instruc-
tor included the impression, wax pattern and casting. Each 
part of the procedure had to be perfect. Our cavity prepara-
tions were done with belt-driven, slow-speed handpieces us-
ing steel and carbide burrs, diamonds 
and hand instruments. For gold foil, we 
used hand condensing instruments and a 
small pneumatic condenser. If a student 
can become proficient in gold foil res-
torations, he or she will become a better 
overall dentist. 

The state board was the next challenge. 
I felt confident that I could pass with no 
problem. The UW School of Dentistry 
had provided the latest in curriculum 
and the newest and best physical plant in 

the country. The mock board went very 
well. I remember Dean Jones looking at 
my two-surface amalgam preparation 
and I said, “Dr. Jones, do you think that 
this will get past the board?” And he put 
his hand on my shoulder and said, “Son, 
that will get past anywhere in the world.”

All 44 graduates passed the board on 
the first try. That is outstanding, for it is 
a tough examination and so many things 
can go wrong to cause a candidate to 
fail. The requirements were a three-unit 
bridge, a two-surface inlay, a two-surface 
amalgam, a Class Three gold foil and a 
prophylaxis – all in three days. 

I graduated number two in the class 
standing and was inducted into Omi-
cron Kappa Upsilon, the dental hon-

orary fraternity. 
Life off campus:  A lot of the dental students were married, 

and many of them lived in the student housing in Union Bay 
Village. I was fortunate in finding a small house in the back 
yard of Prof. Thomas Herman’s home just north of campus. 
It was in sorry shape, having been built on cedar blocks which 
over time had rotted. I spent a week leveling and supporting 
the structure on cement blocks. His kitchen and bathroom 
had to be rebuilt, the floors covered with linoleum and car-
pet. I painted inside and out to make this a comfortable home 
for four years. At first, refrigeration was by an old-fashioned 
icebox, but as production of household appliances got under 
way, I was able to get a Sears Coldspot refrigerator and an 
electric water heater.  

My wife and I married in 1944 during my tour of duty in the 
construction of a new light cruiser in the Philadelphia Navy 
Yard. We elected to start a family during the war since there was 
a possibility that I might not be coming back. That changed so 
that by the end of dental school we had a boy of 3 and a girl of 
1, with another on the way. Alison was an anthropology major 
with a degree from the University of California. She substi-

tuted as secretary for Dr. Erna Gunther 
in the Burke Museum on campus. She was 
a very intelligent young lady with a Phi 
Beta Kappa key to prove it. Our children 
must have inherited some of her smarts, 
for between them they have 10 years of 
postgraduate education and are all doing 
well. Alison died of colon cancer in 1991. 
(Dr. Raleigh took a new bride, Alda, in 1992, 
and they live in Edmonds, Wash. Dr. Raleigh’s 
son, William, earned his DDS from the UW 
in 1973. – Editor) 

At home today

New entry on the Web:
Dr. Gerald Harrington
Dr. Gerald Harrington (Endo ’69), 
our 2014 Distinguished Alumnus, has 
written about Dr. John Ingle’s creation 
of a benchmark endodontics textbook. 
Read this and other History Project 
entries at http://depts.washington.edu/
sodalum/the-history-project/ 
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For a fellow who doesn’t believe in handouts, Dr. Mike 
Buehler (’74) gives away plenty of valuable things. 
You can start with the time and energy he devotes to 

patients of limited means at Yakima’s Union Gospel Mission 
(UGM) dental clinic. 

“This is what I think God has called me to do,” says this 
hearty, cheerful dentist, who’s been volunteering his services 
for UGM for more than 30 years and retired from 40 years of 
private practice in Yakima in 2011. Now, at age 67, he spends 
about 100 days a year chairside at the UGM clinic, which he 
directs with the aid of a resident, a hygienist, three dental 
assistants, a front-desk person and about 25 area volunteer 
dentists. The clinic has changed locations though the years, 
and a gleaming new four-chair facility opened at the mission 
in February 2013. 

“This is bigger than we envisioned,” he says. “Demand has 
been huge.” Starting with 38 walk-ins the very first day of the 
new clinic, he and his colleagues now treat more than 1,500 
patients a year. Patients can’t have any insurance, and must 
be at no more than 200 percent of the federal poverty level. 
Nor does the clinic treat Medicaid patients.

“I’m not into entitlements,” he says. He takes no federal or 
state funding “so we can hold people accountable.” Instead, 
he has set basic fees at rock-bottom levels – $192 for a pos-
terior endo – and uses a sliding scale for patients. Nobody 

who meets his guidelines gets turned away; those who can’t 
afford to pay the dentist can work it off by volunteering at 
a local non-profit – the Salvation Army, the Red Cross, the 
animal shelter, the mission itself. 

Dr. Buehler does ask patients to cover hard costs like lab fees. 
Even then, however, they get a 50 percent discount. (It used 
to be 75 percent, but he had to address an operating deficit.)  

“I get so tired of handouts,” he says. “You degrade people 
by doing that; you take away their humanity.”  A longtime 
member of the local Habitat for Humanity board, he likes the 
organization’s motto: Give people a hand up, not a handout. 
Beyond that, he believes that patients are more responsible 
about their own care when they’ve invested some kind of 
equity in their treatment.

Dr. Buehler gratefully acknowledges the donors who helped 
fund the clinic’s construction. Major supporters included the 
Washington Dental Service Foundation, Murdock Trust of 
Portland and the local Washington State Dental Association 
component. He also gets a break on prices from dental suppli-
ers such as Burkhart and from local dental labs. But in the end, 
it’s Dr. Buehler’s hard work that makes it all come together.

“UGM is one more example of his generosity and con-
cern,” says fellow alumnus Dr. Jeff Parrish (’79). “Without his 
tireless efforts, [the new clinic] would have never happened.”  

“He has really been the driving force to establish this clinic 
and bring it up to standard,” says Rick Phillips, UGM’s ex-
ecutive director. “He brought in a level of professionalism 
that any dentist here in the [Yakima] Valley would be happy 
to work with. … When people come to the mission, they’re 
getting the very best of care. He’s one of the most highly re-
garded dentists in the Valley.”

Dr. Buehler’s influence is also felt far beyond the Yakima 
Valley. For years, he’s been an active dental humanitarian, log-
ging about 40 trips just to Haiti, where he maintains a two-
chair clinic in Terre Blanche. This year, he’s already traveled 
to Haiti in January and Kenya in February, and plans another 
trip to Haiti in June. “I like the continuity of the Haiti mis-
sions in Terre Blanche,” he says. “I get to see the same pa-
tients and monitor the state of their restorations.” Last fall, 
he also came to Seattle to volunteer in the big Remote Area 
Medical free clinic at Key Arena.

He and his wife, Merilee, were married during his first 
year of dental school and have two sons, an adopted daugh-
ter from Korea and two granddaughters. They’re building 
a house in Hawaii, but he’s not  nearly ready to say goodbye 
to the mission clinic.

“As long as God gives me steady hands and clear eyesight,” 
he says, “I’ll enjoy doing it.” 

Dr. Mike Buehler
The man with a helping 

handpiece

profiles in service
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team makes a prognostic template of where the new teeth 
will be positioned. Then they work with computer special-
ists to plan the positioning of the support structures.  Im-
plants would first be placed in the patient’s fibula and os-
seointegration would develop for about three months. Then 
the fibula would be harvested and segmented with fabri-
cated cutting guides to create the contours of the neo-max-

illa on which the virtually planned interim 
prosthesis  would be placed. That complex 
would then be transferred and secured to the 
remnants of the patient’s  maxillary anatomy 
with plates and screws. The whole treatment 
would take only  10-12 hours, instead of the 
conventional 12-18 months. 

Patients come from all over our  region 
and even from outside the United States to 
see Dr. Rubenstein, a past president of the 
American Academy of Maxillofacial Pros-
thetics. Patients whose conditions have 
robbed them of functional speech exert a 
special grip on him. “If you can’t talk, you’re 
not part of the world,” he says. “Moreover, if 
you can’t eat a normal meal, the psychosocial 
debilitation is far more compromising than 
the nutritional challenges.”

One of his most important relationships 
is with our renowned Professor Emeri-
tus Philip Worthington of OMS, whom he 
heard lecture at a conference  on implants  in 
Bethesda, Md., in the late ’80s. 

“It was almost like kismet,” Dr. Ruben-
stein says. “I said to myself, ‘I’ve got to work with this guy.’ 
He is one of the most wonderful people I’ve met, both 
personally and professionally.” The two of them wound up 
working and lecturing together for nearly 20 years, and they 
still have lunch together every Wednesday.

“We’re so fortunate to have Jeff Rubenstein here at our 
School, and it’s not just because of his consummate skills,” 
Dean Joel Berg says. “He’s incredibly devoted to his patients 
and his craft, and he makes a huge difference in people’s 
lives.”

After 25 years at the UW, Dr. Rubenstein has no plans 
to slow down. “I’d need a 12-step program to stop what I’m 
doing,” he says. “This is what I live and breathe, day in and 
day out.” 

Dentists often make quite an impact on their patients’ 
lives, but Dr. Jeffrey Rubenstein may be in a league 
of his own.

“I don’t suppose you’ll ever get the medal you deserve,” 
one patient wrote to him, “but I meant it when I said you’re 
one of my heroes!”

Wrote yet another patient: “You are a wonderfully kind 
person and skillful craftsman.” 

Since 1989, Dr. Rubenstein has directed 
our School’s Maxillofacial Prosthetic Service, 
designing,  fabricating and placing prosthe-
ses inside and outside the oral cavity. Patients 
come to him with prosthetic needs that may 
result from congenital anomalies, trauma, 
cancer or its subsequent therapy, or other 
conditions.  All of them require what Dr. Ru-
benstein has given to an estimated 10,000-
plus  patients: a rare set of skills and a high 
degree of empathy.

“My mantra, my goal, is to make people 
whole again,” he says. “These patients are in 
a category of care need that stands alone.”

The unique challenges each patient 
poses never fail to fascinate him.  “It’s not 
just the mechanics of doing this, but think-
ing through where you’re starting out and 
where you’re ending up. It’s a constant game 
of chess,” he says. The chess board may also 
be moving; many patients have deteriorating 
bone structure, and it can be difficult to  an-
chor a prosthesis.

When Dr. Rubenstein came to the UW from the Depart-
ment of Implant Dentistry  at the Harvard School of Dental 
Medicine, the advent of osseointegration in North America  
was opening new vistas. Today, with computerized fabrica-
tion, all kinds of intriguing possibilities are taking shape.

At this writing, Dr. Rubenstein was working with Dr. 
Thomas Dodson, our Chair of Oral and Maxillofacial Sur-
gery (OMS), and Dr. Neal Futran, Chair of UW Medicine’s 
Department of Otolaryngology, to plan an immediate re-
construction and rehabilitation, a procedure new to the UW 
and not yet scheduled. The patient’s original surgery 12 
years ago required removal of most of the upper jaw, leaving 
virtually no palate and only one tooth.

Here’s how it would go: After the patient is scanned, the 

A unique category of care

Dr. Jeffrey rubenstein

Maxillofacial Prosthetic Service

faculty spotlight

“My mantra,  
my goal,  

is to make 
people whole 

again.”
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Admissions 
Committee

Dan Middaugh, Chair
J. Martin Anderson
Philip Anderson
Johan Aps
Whasun Chung
John Evans
Douglass Jackson
Amy Kim
Randall Maebo
Richard McCoy
John McFatridge
James McGraw

Michael Nelson
Dolphine Oda
Sandra Phillips
Katherine Rafferty
Douglas Verhoef
Susan Coldwell, ex officio
Kathleen Craig, staff

Dean’s Club Board 
of Trustees

Patrick Taylor, President
Douglas Walsh, Immediate 

Past President 
Jason Bourne
Mike Buehler
Guillermo Chacon
Mark Drangsholt
George Englund

Sarah Fraker
Sidney Gallegos
Mark Grace
Susan Hollinsworth
Heidi Horwitz
Michael W. Johnson
David Minahan
Patricia Rothwell
Laura Smith
Mark Walker

John Hixson ’89
Beth O’Connor ’90
Carrie York ’91
Ross Drangsholt ’92
Mike Kern ’93
Mark Grace ’94
Amanda Tavoularis ’95
Jeromy Peterson ’97
Sarah Fraker ’98
Burleigh Surbeck ’99
Edward Dolan ’00
Jason Bourne ’01
Michael George ’02
Alex Kang ’03
Jessica Swoboda ’04
Kim Santiago ’05
Jeremy Chaison ’06
Theron Baker ’07
Garret Yamaguchi ’08
Parker Haley ’09
David Dean ’10
Oleg Shvartsur ’11
Tyler Lee ’12
Karim Banani ’13
Tyler Rumple ’14 
Diane Daubert ’82, Dental 

Hygiene

Oral Health 
Sciences

Victor Barry
Kathy Bassett
Jorge Castillo
Henrik Dommisch 
Hafsteinn Eggertsson
Barry Feder
Louis Fiset
Linda Gillis

Daniel Haghighi
LeeAnn Hoaglin-Cooper
Susan Hollinsworth
Cristen Kearns 
Jeffrey Kim
Linda Kennedy
Larry Kuhl
Allison LeGendre
C. Michele Lloid
Doreen Naughton

UW Dental Alumni 
Association 
Officers

Jessica Swoboda, President
Richard Crinzi, President-

elect
Jason Bourne, Treasurer 

UW Dental 
Alumni Full Board 
Members 

Donald Raleigh ’50
H. Sam Anderson ’51
Burton Goodman ’53
Larry Stone ’55
Joseph Grillo ’56
Richard Westin ’58
Fred Hasegawa ’59
Robert Monsen ’60
Donald Lederman ’61
Al Leonard ’62
Thomas Jones ’63
Thomas Ware ’64
Martin Anderson ’65
Henry Surbeck ’66
Chester Woodside ’67
Alan Carr ’68
Dexter Barnes ’69
Patrick Fleege ’70
T. Michael Doyle ’71
Richard Crinzi ’72
Fred Wemer ’73
Sherwin Shinn ’74
David Minahan ’75
Bryan Edgar ’76
Megan Richards ’77
J. Michael Hardy ’78
Brewster Bede ’79
Ross Fraker ’80
Thomas E. Jacka ’81

Mike Johnson ’82
Robert E. Johnson Jr. ’83
Mark Drangsholt ’84
LaRae Vanderschelden ’85
Teresa Yagi ’86
Rosemary Warren ’87
Janice Ikeda ’88

John Ney 
Randy Ogata
Fred Quarnstrom
Leo Sreebny
Douglas Stevens
Rebecca Stolberg
Jonathan Su
Donald Taves
Ohnmar Tut
Stephen Woods
Dorothy Yamamoto

Endodontics 

Karim Alibhai
Charles Backman
Steven Baerg
Kenji Beppu
Jeanette Brandal
Dean Burnett
Rachelle Cohen
Allen Colic
Kristi Donley
Theron Eichenberger
Shahin Etemadi
Ali Etemad-Moghadam
Mark Freeman
Saman Gharai
Jagdeep Singh Gill
Michael Warren Huey
Edward Kim
Steven Kwan
Kristine J. Yoon Lin

Karen Lovato
Paul Lovdahl
Matthew Mandel
Gerald McCann
James McGraw

Kathleen Mulligan
Boyd Munson
Garry Myers
Dzuy Nguyen
Tiina Oviir
Jiten Patel
Sidney Patten
Theodore Pilot
Don Pratten
Susan Roberts

Tom Rude
Jeffrey Samyn
Shahrzad Sarram
David Steiner
Maureen Swift
Patrick Taylor
Matthew Tomala
Eric Vetter
Derrick Wang
Emily Wang
John West
Grace Wu
Ryan Wynne
Brandon Yamamura
Helen Youm

Oral & Maxillofacial  
Surgery

Rafael E. Alcalde
Ramtin Amini
Franco Audia
Syed Rehan Bashar
Richard B. Bell
Pardeep S. Brar
Michelle Caldier
Guillermo Chacon
Daniel Cheney

Richard Crinzi
Chris Delecki
Daryl Detwiler
Alan Deubner
Suki Dhaliwal
Eric Dierks
Gary R. Feldman
Adam C. Fettig
Peter Gauger
Peter Gooris
Kristine Grace
Brian Hart  
Thomas Hohl
Jae Hong
Gregg Hyde
Dee Isackson  
Kathleen Isdith
Patricia Kelly
Peter Kim
Stephen Knoff
Elizabeth Kutcipal
Richard Lebeda
G. Galia Leonard
Rachel Mahoney
Kathleen Mulligan
Sasi Narra
Erich Naumann
Mark C. Paxton
Ronald Pinson
James Reed
Brian C. Rubens
Christopher Steen
John Tidwell
Andrew G. Tolas
Douglas Trippel
Andrew Vorono

Since its founding in 1946, the UW School of Dentistry has benefited significantly from the generosity of countless individuals who have 
helped ensure that the School remains an institution of distinction. Through supporting students, inspiring faculty, developing innovative 
programs, and improving the School’s facilities, the leaders listed in the Volunteer Honor Roll have demonstrated a commitment to 
excellence in the study and practice of dentistry, and in oral health research. 

Serv Wahan
Lori Walker
Patrick Wang
Roger West
Michael Whelan
Henry Wright
Sophie Yi

Oral Medicine  

Steven Albright
Theron Baker
Austin Baruffi
Whitney Bator
Veronica Bello
Lan Alice Chen
Ryan Chiang
Dominick Curalli
Brittany Dean
Devin Dickinson
Patricia Doyle
Anita Fok
Michal Friedrich
Mark Germack
Ara Greer
Jeffrey Hamilton
Leroy Horton
Steven Inaba
Susan Isaacson
Paul Lederman
Patrick McKenzie
Ryan McNamara
Linh Nguyen
Thandung Rochelle Nguyen
Nhi Pham
Oleg Shvartsur
Annie Sohn

Lisa Stampalia
Kenyu Takamoto
Josh Walker
Rodney Wentworth

Orthodontics

Irena Baker
Rebecca Bockow
Amrit Burn
Robert Cohanim
Jay Decker
John Denny
Diane Doppel 
Ross Drangsholt
Michael Fey
Brett Fidler
Kortne Frederick
Kristina Grey
Roy Gunsolus
W. Michael Hairfield
Stanton Hall 
Jack Hou
John Ive 
Richard Jones 
Don Joondeph
Hitesh Kapadia 

volunteer honor roll

Dan Middaugh

Patrick Taylor

Jessica Swoboda

Jeromy Peterson

Victor Barry

Susan Hollinsworth

Grace Wu 

Chris Delecki

Eric Vetter

Annie Sohn
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volunteer honor roll

Douglas Knight
Vince Kokich Jr.
Samuel Lake 
Paola Leone
Robert Little
John Moore  
Perry Ormiston 
Smita Patel 
Christopher Riola 
Peter Shapiro 
Barbara Sheller 
Pramod Sinha 
Ward Smalley 
Barton Soper 
David Turpin

Allan Van Ness
Gregory Vaughn 
Reid Winkler
Heather Woloshyn

Pediatric Dentistry

Emel Agan
Marc Anderson
David Atherton
Shradha Bansal
Stephen Beck 
Michael Becker 
Jeffrey Berndt 
Mary Bisese
Leena Bitar
Howard Blessing
Lisa Block
Robert Buda 
Jeffrey Camm
James Cannava
Chris Chen
Rolf Christensen 
Theodore Croll 
Danny Davidson
John Davis 
Jessica DeBord 
Chris Delecki 
Shilpa Deshpande
John J. Deviny            
Carlos Dorantes          
Janice Kieu Tien Duong
Alberto Enrico 
Remigius Eussen 
Jared Evans
Errol Fife 
Patrick Fleege 
Sidney Gallegos 
Anita Gartner-Makihara 
John Gibbons 
Molly Ann Gunsaulis 
Natasha Habib 
Elizabeth Hall 

Donna Oberg 
Alexander Olea 
Gregory Olson 
Rama Oskouian
David Packard 
Owen Packard 
Jeffery Parrish 
James Pawlecki 
Paul Phillips
Geoffrey Ping
Gregory Psaltis 
Donna Quinby 
Dewitt Randall 
Anne Reeves 
Julia Richman 
Fred Rivara 
Ioanna Roberson 
Marilyn Roberts 
Lynne Robins 
Scott Rowley 
Dale Ruemping
Eve Rutherford
Karen Sakuma
Camille Sata 
Doug Schaed 
Joanna Scott 
Barbara Sheller 
David Silver 
Dennis Sipher 
Neal Smith
Randall Smith
Steven Smutka 
Donna Soleman
Hyun Song                
Jane Stieber 
Joe Stout
Christopher Swisher 
Robert Taylor 
Ashley Tercero
Bob Traficante 
Brent Tran
Christine M. Tweedy     
Kara Uegawachi 
Craig Uren
Nader Vakili 
Ted Vento
Victoria  Vu
Rusty Walker 
Christine Wang 
Susan Watkins 
Jon Leong Way 
Priscilla Wig 
Bruce Wilcox
Julius Willette 
Bryan Williams 
Joe Wilson
Dawn W. Woo
Jeffrey Wright               
Dali Wu
Yoo-Lee Yea 
Karen Yee-Lo

Periodontics 

Jessica Adams
Peter Agnos
Huda Albather
Kathy Bassett
Bobby Butler
Marta Card
Allen Chen
Michael Chiulli
Michael Cohen
Bart Coppin
Diana Cristea
Thomas Faber
Dan Friedman
Jeffrey Kanter
Wally Kegel
Linda Konishi
Vikrim Likhari
Danette Lindeman
Robin Luke
Er-Jia Mao
Dave Mathews
Toyohiko Matsumoto
George Merijohn
Byron Mizuha

Jeff Hays
Kim Heeter 
Sarah Hill 
Gerald Hino 
Carrie Hjort 
Kenny Ho 
Rebecca Hora
Michael Horn
Colleen Huebner 
Troy Hull 
Irene Hunter
Deann Isackson 
Douglass Jackson 
Dustin Janssen 
Lee Ann Jinguji 
Tarja Kaakko 
Sara Kim 

Shinsim Kim
Steven Kimberley
Leena Bitar King
Allen Kirkpatrick
Mark Koday
Stacey Kutsch 
Katherine Lane 
Bernard Larson 
Mai T.H. Le         
Jean Leconte 
Cheryl Lee
Donald Lee 
Jenny Lee
Lawrence Li
Seok Lim 
John Liu
Roberto Llopis
Trent Loiseau 
Sallsue Lombardi
Larry Loveridge 
Christopher Lugo 
Danh Luu
Brian Macall 
Kerry Maguire 
Haydon Mar 
Jeffrey Marks 
Jennifer Marshall         
Larry Mast
Keith McDonald 
Nomita Mehta
Eddie Melendez 
Purva Merchant 
Todd Milledge
Jade Miller 
James Miller 
Eric Moldver
Pierre Mourad 
Alejandro Narvaez
Thoa Nguyen 
Joe Nieto 
Gordon Nolan 
Arthur Nowak

Doreen Naughton
Marty Rabin
Jansen Richins
Ralf Schuler
Herbert Selipsky
Arundhati Sengupta
Erika Smith-MacDonald
Jung Song
Todd Su

Kevin Suzuki
Jessica Swoboda
Cheryl Townsend
Brad Weinstein

Restorative 
Dentistry 

Jeff Abolofia
Hitomi Akimoto
Steven Albright
Nabil Al-Krumly
H. Sam Anderson
Philip D. Anderson
Scott Andrews
Lalita Angkanawaraphan
Jack R. Ashlock
Lael Banner
Negin Bardideh-Badr
Ernest Barrett
Junping Bergin
Gary Berner
Bill N. Bethards
Richard Bienenfeld
Ruth Bourke
Jody Brennan

James Brudvik
Benjamin Bryan
Tim Butson
Kainaz Byramjee
Raymond Scott Cahoon
Muzaffer Cakir
Roy Carlson
Randle Carr
Jacopo Castelnuovo
Teresa Castner
Jeff Ceyhan
Yada Chaiyabutur
Ya-Pei H. Chang
Aleta Cheek
Hsiao Han Chen
Ji Hyung Choi
Gary M. Christman
Will Chung
Amy Cook
Alexandra Cristescu
Michael H. Crowley

Ronald Dahl
John Davis
Hasan Dbouk
James M. Deckman
Colin Del Rosario
Robert Dillard
Art DiMarco
Bryan Edgar
Linda Edgar
Dennis Edmonds
Thomas Em
Marcus Fairbanks
Charles Farrell
Anita Fok
Nima Foroutan
Noah Frerichs
Carol Friedel
Jose Ingacio Gamborena
Amir Ganji
Edith Gillette
Kenneth M. Graves
Sonya Hamberg
LaVonne M. Hammelman
Rockwell Hammond Jr.
Roger Harper
Fred Hasegawa
Peanut Hattaway
Harald Heindl
Thomas Helbert
Sabrina Heppe
Timothy Hess

Jeff C. Hinckley
Clarence Holden
George Hussey
Motoaki Ishibe
Louis Isquith
Brenda Ivans
Deepali Jere
Dennis Johnson
James E. Johnson
Richard H. Johnson
Warren Johnson
Karen Kant
Mina Katchooi
James Kemper
Tulay Kent
Tigran Khachatryan
Phillippe Khayat
Isaac W. King
Alan Kitchel
Edward Kleffner
John Kois
Thomas Kovaleski
Jerome Lee
Seungbum Lee
Allison LeGendre
Christopher Lewis
Warren Libman

Gregg Liedtka
John Lintakoon
Ting-Ting Liu
Nikki Chin Lowe
Phillip Madden
Randall Maebo
Kirandeep Malhi
James McHugh
Kenneth McLean
Lou Ann Mercier
A. Glenn Miller
Hamidreza Mirespasi
Thomas Mitchell
Ricardo Mitrani
D. Kent Moberly
Eugene Mumford
Alan Munk
Jerome Murphy
Reza Nabaie
Richard Nash
Jeffrey Nemitz
Scott Neuhaus
James Newman, Jr.
Dennis Nordlund
Gideon Nussbaum
Scott Okino
Dawn Onesty 
Michael Oswald
Dana Otterholt
Brett Pack
Rosario Palacios
Keith Phillips
Alfonso Pineyro
Thomas Quickstad
Padmavathi Rajaram
Angela D. Richeson
Rod Robinson
Barrett Rochefort
Phillip Roe
Heather R. Ronngren
Douglas Rundle
Saman Saghafi
Karen Sakuma
Jed Santiago
Kimberly Santiago
Kyle K. Schmidt
John Sechena
A. Hossein Shahrasbi
David Shao
Robert Shaw
Alexander Shor
James Sledge
Ward Smalley
Dennis Smith
Mary Smith
Mark Snow
Frank M. Spear
Katie M. Storey
Jennifer Strelow
Kris Swanson
Attila Talaber
Wendy M. Terry
Alvin Thien
Brent Tingey
Marc Tollefson
Melvyn Trenor
Richard D. Tucker
Sue Vetter
Nelson Vitous
Chandur Wadhwani
Robert Ward
Thomas Ware
William Webley
Fred Wemer
V. Bruce Wilcox
Gayne Williams
Robert Winter
Keng Mung Wong
John Yae
Yi-Ming Yang
Eric S. Yao
Yu Michael Yeh
Su Mi Yoon
Carrie K. York

Natasha Habib

Gregory Psaltis

Todd Su

Jeff Abolofia

David Turpin

Kristina Grey 

Timothy Hess

Mina Katchooi
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Dr. Kirby Skavdahl (’79) knows just when the light 
bulb really went on for him during his professional 
education.

“Dentistry made a lot more sense to me after I went 
through periodontics training,” says Dr. Skavdahl, who has 
practiced periodontics in Kennewick in Washington’s Tri-
Cities area since 1982. “I liked the underlying concepts of 
periodontics, such as medicine, pharmacology 
and systemic disease, and I was also intrigued 
by the surgical procedures.”

Having found the key that helped him un-
lock the full scope of dentistry, he now wants 
to share it with today’s students: He’s making 
a $250,000 planned gift to our School of Den-
tistry to support periodontics training in the 
pre-doctoral program.

“It seems that somewhere it would be re-
ally good to emphasize that something’s going 
on under the gum tissue,” Dr. Skavdahl says. 
In fact, he feels so strongly about the value of 
periodontics training that he’d even like to see 
dental schools adopt a mandatory post-doctoral 
periodontics residency.

“Maybe I’m way off base, but I think the 
periodontics interface with dentistry is very 
important,” he says. “I think you’d have a den-
tist with a phenomenal understanding [of his 
or her work].”

After earning his DDS, Dr. Skavdahl went to 
Medical College of Virginia (MCV), where he 
obtained his periodontics certification in 1982. 
He chose MCV for Perio largely because both 
the department chairman, Dr. Kent Palcanis (Perio ’73), and 
the graduate program director, Dr. Howard Dorfman (Perio 
’73), were recent graduates of the UW program.  

He remains grateful to UW alums Dr. Ken Lee (Perio 
’79) and Dr. Michael Spektor (Perio ’79) for letting him 
“pester them with too many questions,” and to Dr. Wally 
Kegel (Perio ’77) for letting him visit his office and observe 
periodontics in the private sector.   

“It seems that students coming out of the UW have a 
better understanding of periodontal concepts than other 

dentists,” he says.
Dr. Skavdahl also readily acknowledges the UW’s continu-

ing influence on his professional development. In particular, 
he cites continuing-education lectures by Dr. David Mathews 
of our Periodontics faculty, along with his renowned lecture 
partners in interdisciplinary dentistry, Dr. Frank Spear and 
the late Dr. Vincent Kokich Sr. As it happens, Dr. Skavdahl 

was a dental classmate of Dr. Spear’s and is a 
Spear study club leader. 

He’s also active in his community as a church 
deacon and helps advise and regularly volun-
teers at the faith-based Grace Clinic, which 
opened in a church basement about 10 years 
ago. His wife, Connie Sue, whom he met as an 
undergraduate at Washington State University 
and married in 1977, was instrumental in set-
ting up a licensed pharmacy for Grace Clinic, 
where she continues to volunteer. They have 
three children: a daughter who’s a nurse in 
Seattle, a son who’s training as a general sur-
geon in Portland, Maine, and a younger son 
who’s learning the general contracting trade 
in the Tri-Cities. They also have a grandson, 
8, and two granddaughters, both 2.

He’s an avid flier, piloting his twin-engine 
Cessna 340 to the family’s retreat in Sun Val-
ley, Idaho, or to dental meetings. “I use the 
airplane to feed my passion,” he says. 

He’s fond of skiing and golf as well, and 
enjoys fly fishing with his UW ’79 classmate 
Richard Gadd and salmon fishing in Alaska 
with his 92-year-old father.

Dr. Skavdahl plans to practice for about another five 
years before retiring. Down the road, he hopes his gift will 
help our UW pre-doctoral students benefit from the kind 
of insights his own periodontics training gave him.

“I often say, ‘It’s not what we see, but what we don’t see 
that often surprises us,’ ” he says, and also cites a similar 
saying by Dr. Spear: “You don’t see what you don’t know.”  

“I hope my gift helps others see and know the importance 
of the periodontium, and know what can be done to achieve 
long-term health in a damaged periodontium,” he says. 

Dr. Kirby Skavdahl’s gift 
will aid perio training
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A planned gift to the UW School of Dentistry through your will, trust or retirement 
plan can help support top-quality education and training for the next generation of 
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3M Company
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Anderson Foundation

Antidote Education Company

Beverly J. Jewell Memorial Foundation

Biodenta North America

Biomet 3i

Burkhart Dental Supply Company

Danaher Company

Delta Dental of Washington

Dentsply – GAC

Floyd & Delores Jones Foundation

GlaxoSmithKline

William T. Grant Foundation

Henry Schein, Inc.

Issaquah Dental Lab

ITI Foundation

J. Craig Venter Institute

Nakanishi Dental Lab

Nobel Biocare USA

Pacifi c Continental Bank

Permanente Dental Associates

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

Seattle Children’s Hospital 

Research Institute

Straumann

Sunstar Americas

Tucker Family Foundation

UW Dental Alumni Association

UW Orthodontic Alumni Association

WDS Foundation

Washington State Dental Association

GOLD PARTNERS

PURPLE PARTNERS
Align Technology Inc. • Camelix, LLC • Cyber Medical Imaging • J. Morita USA, Inc.
Patterson Dental Supply • Seattle-King County Dental Society • Stryker Corporation

The UW School of Dentistry relies on the annual contributions from our many Business Partners 
in support of students, faculty and programs. We encourage alumni and friends 

to consider these organizations that give so generously to our School.

PARTNERS
B & B Dental Ceramic Arts • Colgate Oral Pharmaceuticals • Crest Oral-B 

Dentca • FISH of Cowlitz County • Garfi eld Refi ning • Guardian Dental • Harris Biomedical • Komet USA 

Max Technologies • Northwest Radiography • O’Brien Dental Lab • Pelton & Crane • Regal Financial Bank 

SeaMar Community Health Centers • WDIA/Nordic • Willamette Dental

BUSINESS
PARTNER 2015

promo_bizpartners(42).indd   39 3/2/15   11:41 AM



Agreement of Treatment Recommendations Using 
Digital vs. Plaster Study Casts

PI: Dr. Greg Huang
We propose to conduct a study in which orthodontists are asked to 
treatment-plan cases using digital or plaster models, along with the usual 
records (digital pan, digital ceph, and digital photos). Our orthodontists will 
plan 20 cases (half with digital models, half with plaster models), wait 3-4 
months, then plan the same set of cases again. The second time, we will 
modify the presentation of the study casts using a predetermined scheme, 
to assess the impact that digital or plaster models may have on their treat-
ment plans.

We plan to gather information about various parameters related to the 
treatment plans, such as the overall approach (e.g., surgery/non-surgery, 
extraction/non-extraction), as well as to ask about whether the patient 
would be a good candidate for Invisalign treatment (Figure 2). We also will 
measure the amount of time that the orthodontists spend treatment plan-
ning each case, to determine if one mode of study cast presentation is as-
sociated with longer treatment planning times.

Dental Homes for Medicaid-Enrolled Children with 
Autism Spectrum Disorders in the Iowa I-Smile 
Program 

PI: Dr. Donald Chi  
Previous work shows that Medicaid-enrolled children with Autism Spectrum 
Disorders (ASDs) encounter significant barriers to dental care. Inadequate 
dental care use results in high levels of unmet dental need and poor oral 
health. To address these problems, states have developed special oral 
health initiatives to increase use of dental care services by Medicaid-
enrolled children. One such program, in Iowa, is I-Smile. Implemented in 
2007, its purpose is to increase dental utilization rates and to ensure that 
Medicaid-enrolled children have a dental home. Preliminary data suggest 
that I-Smile has improved overall dental utilization rates. However, no stud-
ies to date have evaluated whether such initiatives improve dental utilization 
rates for Medicaid-enrolled children with ASDs. We have no data on wheth-
er children with ASDs are equally as likely as other children in Medicaid to 
have a dental home. In addition, the factors related to having a dental home 
and the dental outcomes associated with dental homes for children with 
ASDs have never been studied. These knowledge gaps are critical barriers 
to the development of strategies to ensure that Medicaid-enrolled children 
with ASDs have an equal opportunity to benefit from good oral health that 
comes from utilizing dental care. 

In this secondary data analysis, we will use data from the Iowa Medicaid 
Program as well as data from the U.S. Census Bureau and the Iowa Dentist 
Tracking System to (1) determine if there are dental home disparities for 
newly Medicaid-enrolled children with ASDs in I-Smile; (2) identify the child-

level, family-level, and geographic factors associated with having a dental 
home for Medicaid-enrolled children with ASDs; and (3) assess dental use 
and costs related to dental homes for Medicaid-enrolled children with ASDs. 

The data generated from this R40 grant will help identify strategies to 
improve I-Smile and ensure that Medicaid-enrolled children with ASDs have 
an opportunity to benefit from good oral health. While the study focuses 
on data from Iowa, the methods we use and our findings are generaliz-
able to other states like Washington, North Carolina, Montana, and South 
Dakota with similar dental initiatives that seek to improve dental care use 
for Medicaid-enrolled children. Our study addresses the Combating Autism 
Act Initiative Activities 1 and 2 (increase awareness and reduce barriers 
to screening and diagnosis) and Healthy People 2020 Objectives 1 and 2 
(reduce dental caries experience and untreated dental decay in children).

Contribution of Oral Bacteria to Healthy 
Homeostasis

PI: Dr. Richard Darveau
The contribution of oral commensal bacteria to oral health is not fully un-
derstood. In contrast, intestinal commensal bacteria have been shown to 
contribute to intestinal protection mechanisms through interactions with 
the host’s innate and adaptive immune systems. The oral and intestinal 
environments are similar in that they both carry a heavy microbial burden 
and are located next to host tissues which need to remain sterile to be fully 
functioning and healthy. Specifically, the periodontium is highly vascular-
ized, providing a means by which bacteria or their components can enter 
the bloodstream and potentially contribute to systemic disease. Accordingly, 
studies have demonstrated that periodontal tissue in both humans and 
rodents contain an unusual constant heavy flow of neutrophils from the 
highly vascularized periodontal tissue to the gingival crevice, where they 
serve as a major host protection mechanism. However, little is known how 
periodontal tissue orchestrates this constant inflammatory surveillance 
mechanism. In this proposal, our overall hypothesis is that “oral commensal 
bacteria contribute to innate defense homeostasis by the selective expres-
sion of neutrophil chemokine receptor CXCR2 ligands.” This hypothesis will 
be examined by studies defining chemokine ligand expression in germ free 
and conventionally reared mice, determining the contribution of select oral 
bacteria to chemokine ligand expression, and elucidating host activation 
mechanisms with the use of select knockout mice. These studies will lay a 
foundation for understanding this key periodontal host protection mecha-
nism, which can then be used to develop novel intervention and preventa-
tive therapies.

For details on any study at the School of Dentistry, contact Dr. Linda 
LeResche, Associate Dean of Research, at leresche@dental.washington.
edu, or Mary Beth Cunningham at mec@u.washington.edu, or the 
principal investigator.

research update

A sampling of current studies at the School of Dentistry (some abstracts may be condensed)
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n CLASS OF 1959 
Dr. Desmond Neff, Edmonds, Wash.: My wife and 
I enjoyed our 55th class reunion on Oct. 7. It was 
great to see some of our classmates. 

n CLASS OF 1964 
Dr. George Gundersen, Tumwater, Wash.: Enjoyed 
getting together with classmates at our 50-year re-
union. Publishing my first book of poetry, The Truth 
in Knowing. 

n CLASS OF 1966 
Dr. Sherman Cloward, Provo, Utah: I think about 
my University of Washington dental experiences pe-
riodically – mostly I think about my classmates and 
what you are all doing now. I wonder if any of you are 
still practicing … I suspect no more than a very few 
are. It would be nice to know what everyone is doing 
with their time now. I constantly appreciate what the 
dental experience at the UW did for me. If anyone 
who knows me reads this, it would be fun to make 
an exchange and get an update on what has hap-
pened and is happening in your life. 

n CLASS OF 1970 
Dr. Robert L. Sherman, Jacksonville, N.C.: I am still 
at it. My wife says I can retire when I come up with a 
hobby! 

n CLASS OF 1972 
Dr. Russell Timms, Longview, Wash.: Retired from 
private practice, accepted position at Fort Lewis 
(JBLM) in June 2011. Currently work Wednesday-
Thursday as a government employee doing strictly 
restorative dentistry. Hit the big 70 last year. Thirty-
eight-year-old son finally decided what he wanted to 
be when he grows up and is now enrolled in chiro-
practic school. When he finishes in three years it will 
be time for me to hang up my handpiece. 

CLASS OF 1973 
Dr. John Linvog, Seattle: Still enjoying retirement; 
I highly recommend it! And looking forward to my 
return to Cambodia to do volunteer work in clinics 
there. 

n CLASS OF 1975 
Dr. Jeffrey Abolofia, Burien, Wash.: Marking my 
40th year teaching in the freshman waxing class. I still 
love it, but wow, that went by fast! 

n CLASS OF 1976 
Dr. Richard Nash, Burlington, Wash.: Still in active 
practice. During the winter and spring quarters I en-
joy working with classmates Dick Tucker and John 
Sechena teaching the Tucker elective inlay course to 

members of the third and fourth year. Skiing is still 
my sport. I’m almost finished with my “Top 30” ski 
areas bucket list. Twenty-eight down and two to go. 

n CLASS OF 1979 
Dr. George Naden, Seattle: Went skiing with my 
father, Dr. Tom Naden (Class of 1960) last winter—he 
is 86 and still playing tennis and skiing. Climbed a 
mountain in Olympic National Park with my sons this 
summer. Rowed a 60-year average 8 at the Head 
of the Charles regatta last fall. Still doing dentistry in 
West Seattle. 

n CLASS OF 1980 
Dr. Gary Heyamoto, Woodinville, Wash.: I complet-
ed my seventh year as AGD’s Region II Trustee, hired 
on as defensive statistician for the NCAA National 
Championship Stat Squad, continue as the Rose 
Bowl defensive statistician, finished my 32nd year 
on the Seahawks stat crew, still am the CDE Chair 
for Washington AGD, but best of all, added a son-
in-law. My daughter Taryn was married in October. 
Welcome, Taylor! 

n CLASS OF 1982  
Dr. Karen Sorenson, Kearney, Neb.: With the help 
of a big-hearted pediatric dentist who provides me 
with a place to work, I continue to provide a no-fee 
children’s dental clinic to needy kids here in central 
Nebraska. My husband, Dick, has cut back on his 
own work schedule; we recently sold our Nebraska 
home and plan to return to Gig Harbor next sum-
mer. We’ll commute a bit. Our oldest daughter is a 
second-year dental student in Denver. We’re excited 
to watch her slip on her white coat. (We never had 
white coats – just those sock things that showed 
they’d been slept in. A lot.)

n CLASS OF 1984 
Dr. Patricia Rothwell, Seattle: My daughter, Alex-
andra, married Tim Kelly this summer. My son, Bar-
rett, walked her down the aisle. 

n CLASS OF 1988 (ENDO) 
Dr. Patrick Taylor, Bellevue, Wash.:  (From the 
editor) Dr. Taylor has been nominated for a second 
term as treasurer of the American Association of 
Endodontists. Last year, he also concluded a term 
as president of the Seattle-King County Dental So-
ciety and was inducted into the UW chapter of the 
Omicron Kappa Upsilon dental honorary society as a 
faculty member.

n CLASS OF 1990 
Dr. Robin Reinke, Las Vegas: I have been on fac-
ulty at UNLV School of Dental Medicine for two years 

class notes
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now. I have been lecturing, teaching in clinic and 
doing research. Enjoying the sunny weather and the 
lifestyle Las Vegas offers. I miss the green of the Pa-
cific Northwest but not the rain! 

n CLASS OF 1996 (OMS) 
Dr. Christopher McGrath, Geelong, Victoria, Aus-
tralia: (From the editor) Dr. McGrath was recently fea-
tured in the Geelong Advertiser, which ran an article 
about his participation in a cover band called Time 
Is Not on Our Side. The three-piece band, in which 
Dr. McGrath plays bass, covers hits by artists such 
as the Beatles, the Bee Gees, the Rolling Stones, 
Cat Stevens and the Monkees. “Not in my wildest 
dreams did I think I’d be the singer in a band,” Dr. 
McGrath told the newspaper.

n CLASS OF 2001 
Dr. Michelle Caldier, Port Orchard, Wash.:  (From 
the editor) Dr. Caldier, a Republican, was elected to 
the Washington state House of Representatives in 
November, beating four-term Democratic incumbent 
Larry Seaquist for the 26th District seat.

n CLASS OF 2004 
Dr. Richard Jurevic, Morgantown, W. Va., was 
recently appointed Associate Dean of Research at 
West Virginia University. He is currently the WVU 
CTSI Clinical Research Interim Chair.

n CLASS OF 2009 
Dr. Peter Gauger, Tacoma, Wash.: I’ve just pur-
chased Mark Carlson’s (Class of 1981) oral surgery 
practice. Mark and I are practicing together as Ta-
coma Oral Surgery & Implants. Jenny and I now have 
two little ones: Heidi (3) and Sam (4 months). We are 
living in North Tacoma. Come visit! 

n CLASS OF 2010 
Dr. David Dean, Mill Creek, Wash.: I began as an 
assistant professor in the Department of Oral Medi-
cine at the UW School of Dentistry and Seattle Can-
cer Care Alliance. 

n CLASS OF 1994
The Class of 1994 held its 20th reunion on Sept. 12, 2014. We met at Ruth’s 
Chris Steakhouse in downtown Seattle on Friday evening and then enjoyed a 
brunch and went to the Husky football game on Saturday.
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Dr. Danielle Stimson Kennedy (third from left) at her wedding with (from 
left) Drs. Cynthia Silver Tyler (’11), Brandon Tyler (’11), Sam Maltby (’11), 
Maureen Craig (’11), Jana Seaman Bressler (’11), Jason Bressler (’10) and 
Rolanda Ward (’11).
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Dr. Michelle Caldier

n CLASS OF 2011 
Dr. Danielle Stimson, Cut Bank, Mont.:  Dr. Stim-
son is now Dr. Danielle Kennedy. A group of class-
mates from 2011 and 2010 traveled to Montana 
to celebrate her wedding to Jeremiah Kennedy. Dr. 
Kennedy  is working back home on the Blackfeet 
reservation at Blackfeet Indian Health Services. 

n CLASS OF 2013 
Dr. Devin Dickinson, Everett, Wash.: As of Sept. 1, 
Devin owns his own practice in Arlington, Wash. 

reunions
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DR. ALTON M.G. NELSON
CLASS OF 1950 
Dr. Alton Marvin Grande Nelson passed away on July 4, 
2014 in Kirkland, Wash. He was 90. He was a member of 
the School of Dentistry’s fi rst graduating class and practiced 

in Seattle’s Mount Baker and Capitol Hill neighborhoods for many years. 

DR. WILLIAM W. EHRET
CLASS OF 1955
Dr. William Walter “Bill” Ehret died on Sept. 5, 2014 at Provi-
dence Centralia Hospital in Centralia, Wash. He was 85. 
After earning his DDS, Dr. Ehret served in the U.S. Army in 

France, traveled in Europe and then returned to become a family dentist in 
his hometown of Centralia for more than 50 years.

DR. MONTA J. NIXON 
CLASS OF 1957
Dr. Monta John Nixon died on Sept. 15, 2014 at his home in Kenmore, 
Wash. He was 81. He is survived by his wife, Frances. (No further details 
were available.)

DR. ROBERT C. BEAULIEU
CLASS OF 1959
Dr. Robert Charles “Chuck” Beaulieu died on Jan. 26, 2015 
at the age of 83. He practiced dentistry for almost 50 years 
in Seattle’s Capitol Hill and Northgate neighborhoods and in 

Kingston, Wash. 

DR. WILLIAM G. RICHARDS JR.
CLASS OF 1963
Dr. William G. “Beeze” Richards Jr. passed away peace-
fully on Aug. 18, 2014. He was 78. He taught at the School 
of Dentistry for two years and had a dental practice for 31 

years in Gig Harbor, Wash.

DR. CHRISTIAN N. BRUHN 
CLASS OF 1965
Dr. Christian N. Bruhn, affectionately known as “Chris” or 
“Bud,” died on Oct. 11, 2014. He was 75. He opened his 
fi rst dental practice in West Seattle and then practiced in 

Burien and Federal Way, Wash., for the next 39 years.

DR. RONALD L. HOLM 
CLASS OF 1965
Dr. Ronald L. Holm passed away on July 26, 2014. He practiced in Spo-
kane, Wash. (No further details were available.)

DR. HARVEY L. COLMAN
CLASS OF 1967, FIXED PROSTHODONTICS
Dr. Harvey L. Colman passed away on May 22, 2014, in 
Laguna Beach, Calif. He was 77. After receiving his MSD at 
the UW, he taught for 11 years at the University of Southern 

California, where he’d received his DDS. In 1978, he was appointed Pro-
fessor of Fixed Prosthodontics and Associate Dean for Clinical Affairs at the 
University of Minnesota School of Dentistry, from which he retired in 1998.

 DR. MICHAEL A. NIEDER 
CLASS OF 1972 
Dr. Michael Alan Nieder passed away on Sept. 6, 2014. He was 67.  He 
practiced dentistry on Washington’s Whidbey Island for 23 years and then 
retired to run his family’s real estate business and pursue various hobbies. 

DR. DOUGLAS O’CONNOR
CLASS OF 1972  
Dr. Douglas “Doug” O’Connor died at home of natural 
causes on Oct. 21, 2014 at the age of 68. After serving as 
an Army dentist, he was a longtime Longview, Wash., den-

tist, school board member and dedicated community volunteer. Among 
his honors was his selection as the Washington State Dental Association’s 
Citizen of the Year.

DR. ROBERT E. JOHNSON 
ORAL SURGERY FACULTY
Dr. Robert E. “Bob” Johnson passed away peacefully at his 
home on Dec. 4, 2014. He was 93. In 1949, Dr. Johnson 
became the fi rst executive offi cer and head of the School of 

Dentistry’s Department of Oral Surgery. He remained as associate profes-
sor and head of the department until going into private practice in 1956 
in Seattle’s Medical Dental Building.  He practiced full time until 1986 and 
then part-time in his son’s offi ce – Dr. Robert E. Johnson Jr., Class of 1983 
– and his son-in-law’s offi ce – Dr. J. Michael Hardy – until his 84th birthday. 

in memoriam
As always, we are saddened to note the passing of classmates, colleagues and friends. To read a fuller accounting 
of their life stories, please go online to our School of Dentistry Alumni page at http://dental.washington.edu/alumni-
friends/ and click on “In Memoriam” under “Alumni & Friends” on the right side.

BEQUESTS
Remembering the School of Dentistry in your Will

A charitable bequest is a gift to a charity 

made at death through a will or trust. You 

can make a bequest of any size, and direct 

the gift to support the purpose or program 

at the University of Washington School of 

Dentistry that is most important to you. 

For information, please contact Glenn West 

at 206-543-6017 or gwest@uw.edu.
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Like Us on Facebook

For registration information, visit 
www.uwcde.com or call 206-543-5448.

continuing dental education spring 2015
n FRIDAY, APRIL 10

CE1471: Update in Periodontics
Faculty of the UW School of Dentistry 
Department of Periodontics
Center for Urban Horticulture, University of Washington
7 credits

n SATURDAY, APRIL 11
CE1472: Cone Beam CT for the General 
Practitioner 
Johan Aps, DDS, MSc, MSc, PhD
Peggy Lee, BDS, MSD, PhD
Health Sciences Center, University of Washington
7 credits

n FRIDAY, APRIL 24
CE1475: Offensive Dentistry
Brian B. Nový, DDS, FADI
The Mountaineers Club, Seattle
7 credits

n FRIDAY, MAY 8
CE1483: Systematic Approach to Treatment 
Planning: Maximizing Successful Outcomes
John C. Kois, DMD, MSD
This course is offered in partnership with the Seattle-King 
and Pierce County Dental Societies; register through 
Seattle-King County Dental Society
Seattle Airport Marriott
7 credits

n FRIDAY, MAY 15
Soft Tissue Grafting and Guided Bone 
Regeneration
Farzin Ghannad, DDS, MS
This course is presented in partnership with the 
University of British Columbia Office of Continuing Dental 
Education.
Mount Baker Theatre, Bellingham, Wash.
7 credits

n MONDAY EVENING, MAY 18
CE1486: Managing and Treating Pregnant 
Patients
Bea Gandara, DDS, MSD
Melissa Moore Sanchez, CIC
Health Sciences Center, University of Washington
2 credits

n FRIDAY AND SATURDAY, MAY 29-30
CE1482: Diode Laser Practice Refinement 
with Optional Second-Day Hands-On Clinical 
Simulation Workshop
Janet Press, RDH
Center for Urban Horticulture, University of Washington
7 credits (lecture) 
10.5 credits (lecture plus workshop)
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n FRIDAY, MARCH 27
CE1464: Ernest M. Jones Memorial Lectureship
Drugs and Dentistry: New Issues and Newer Solutions
This course is designed for dentists, hygienists, dental assistants 
and office staff.
DESCRIPTION: The purpose of this course is to identify new 
drug-related problems encountered in dental practice and to outline 
practical management solutions. Extensive handouts will supplement 
discussion of intra-oral drug effects and treatment modifications 
involving medicated or allergic patients. Drug and supplement 
references including PDA and Blackberry programs will be compared 
and recommendations about clinical usefulness will be discussed. 
Controversial issues related to the new total joint prophylaxis 
guidelines, dietary supplement dangers and dental drug interactions 
will be presented. Throughout the program, primary emphasis 
will be placed on developing consistent strategies for treating 
medically complex dental patients. An extensive and very current 
handout will greatly enhance the chair-side value of this fast-paced, 
comprehensive and practical course.
By attending this course and reviewing the handouts, you should  
be able to:
• Recognize the specific dental treatment modifications necessary 
to prevent complications in patients with major cardiovascular or 
central nervous system disorders.
• Prescribe and explain antibiotic pre-medication based on new or 
updated guidelines.
• Modify dental treatment for patients on new chronic medications 
for diabetes, asthma, gastroesophageal reflux disease (GERD), and 
rheumatoid arthritis.
• Identify the chronic medications or dietary supplements likely to 
precipitate major interactions dental antibiotics, analgesics, local 
anesthetics, and oral or parenteral anesthesia agents.

INSTRUCTOR: Karen Baker, MSPharm, has been 
on the dental faculty at the University of Iowa for 34 
years. She is a clinical pharmacist with a master’s 
degree in clinical pharmacology and therapeutics and 
is focused on patient-specific dental drug therapy. 
She has given more than 900 programs nationally and 
internationally and is on the editorial board of the 
Journal of the Academy of General Dentistry. Her 

dental education-based pharmacy and drug therapy consultation 
center is the only one in the United States. She has authored more 
than 50 articles and abstracts and lectures extensively in pre-
doctoral and graduate-level courses at the University of Iowa.
LOCATION: Meany Hall, University of Washington, Seattle
TIMES: Registration and Continental Breakfast: 8 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.
Course:  8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
CREDITS: 7 
TUITION: Complimentary for no CDE credit (registration still 
required)
$100 for CDE credit before March 25 ($110 after)
Optional catered lunch: $25 per person
REGISTER: Go online until March 25 at www.uwcde.com

SPOTLIGHT COURSE
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alumni calendar of events
n		FRIDAY, MARCH 27

Ernest M. Jones Memorial Lectureship
Registration and continental breakfast: 
8 – 8:30 a.m.
Course: 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 (with lunch break) 
Meany Hall 
University of Washington

n		THURSDAY, APRIL 16
School of Dentistry Reception 
5 – 7 p.m.
Doubletree City Center Hotel 
322 North Spokane Falls Court
Spokane, Wash.

n  SATURDAY, APRIL 25
Dean’s Club Annual Dinner
6 – 10 p.m.
Chihuly Garden and Glass
305 Harrison St.
Seattle

n		SATURDAY, MAY 16
Partners in Diversity Dinner
6 – 10 p.m.
Conibear Shell House
University of Washington

n		FRIDAY, SEPT. 11
Dental Alumni Golf Tournament 
12 – 6 p.m.
Chambers Bay Golf Course
Tacoma, Wash.

For more details on these or other  
UW Dental Alumni Association events,  

please call 206-543-7297. 
 

Information is also available on the School of Dentistry  
website’s alumni page at   

http://dental.washington.edu/alumni-friends

DentalAlumninews
T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  W A S H I N G T O N  D E N T A L  A L U M N I  A S S O C I A T I O N

n		SATURDAY, SEPT. 26
Dental Alumni Football Brunch
Time TBD
I Wing Rotunda, 
 UW Health Sciences Center
Game: UW vs. California
Time TBD 
Husky Stadium 

n		SATURDAY, NOV. 7
ADA School of Dentistry Reception
5 – 7 p.m.
Location TBD
Washington, D.C.
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